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014 Honor Him With Your Wealth Part 1- Thursday

Translate Here:            
For several days, we have pursued some fairly lofty ideas,

Translate Here:            
fear of God, 

Translate Here:            
knowledge of God,

Translate Here:            
God’s wisdom, 

Translate Here:            
man’s wisdom,

Translate Here:            
but I  promised today 

Translate Here:            
That I will prove that the book of Proverbs is imminently practical.

Translate Here:            
It brings us to that part of our lives that makes a difference,

Translate Here:            
the things that change the way we live 

Translate Here:            
and the way we act and the way we think.  

Translate Here:            
In Proverbs chapter 3 we have read, 

Translate Here:            
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, 

Translate Here:            
do not depend on your own understanding. 

Translate Here:            
Seek his will in all you do, 

Translate Here:            
and he will direct your paths.” 

Translate Here:            
In verse 9 of Proverbs chapter 3, he gets to a part of our path that needs our attention. 

Translate Here:            
Listen carefully.

Translate Here:            
“Honor the Lord with your wealth, 

Translate Here:            
and with the best part of everything your land produces, 

Translate Here:            
then he will fill your barns with grain, 

Translate Here:            
and your vats will overflow with the finest wine.”  

Translate Here:            
So far we have talked about how gaining wisdom can bring us freedom from worry 

Translate Here:            
and bring us a long and satisfying life. 

Translate Here:            
The writer of the book of Proverbs is getting very specific. 

Translate Here:            
He tells us how to do it, 

Translate Here:            
the steps to take, 

Translate Here:            
In order to bring us into that place of a long and satisfying life. 

Translate Here:            
He says, “Honor the Lord with your wealth.” 

Translate Here:            
This idea is not a new idea.

Translate Here:            
It goes back to the instructions that the Lord gave to the children of Israel 

Translate Here:            
when they came out of Egypt. 

Translate Here:            
Let’s look at Exodus chapter 23 verse 19,  

Translate Here:            
He says, “The first of the first fruits of thy land, 

Translate Here:            
you shall bring into the house of the Lord your God.” 

Translate Here:            
That’s repeated in Deuteronomy. 

Translate Here:            
He just restates it a little bit. 

Translate Here:            
“The first fruit also of your corn, of your wine and of your oil 

Translate Here:            
and the first of the fleece of your sheep shall you give him.”  

Translate Here:            
Understand here that the children of Israel had been slaves for 400 years in Egypt.  

Translate Here:            
They didn’t have any wealth. 

Translate Here:            
They didn’t own anything. 

Translate Here:            
They were under the complete dominion of Pharaoh. 

Translate Here:            
They did what he said to 

Translate Here:            
and they didn’t own anything.  

Translate Here:            
God though in his love and his wisdom, 

Translate Here:            
delivered them from the hand of Pharaoh.  

Translate Here:            
That is exactly what happens to you and I, 

Translate Here:            
when we receive the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Translate Here:            
When we are born again, 

Translate Here:            
when we are gloriously and wonderfully saved,

Translate Here:            
washed in the blood of the Lamb,  

Translate Here:            
we are delivered from the hand of Pharaoh. 

Translate Here:            
We are no longer slaves to this world.

Translate Here:            
We are no longer ruled by the powers of this world. 

Translate Here:            
We are now the King’s kids. 

Translate Here:            
We are now bought with a price and owned by God. Alleluia.

Translate Here:            
When we received Christ, He has brought us into a land,

Translate Here:            
A land where we may walk free in the Lord. 

Translate Here:            
He has a promised land for us

Translate Here:            
 that we don’t have to die to enter into. 

Translate Here:            
He has precious promises that are waiting for us here and now in this life. 

Translate Here:            
But, there are certain rules or regulations regarding those promises,
Translate Here:            
Here is one of them.  

Translate Here:            
“Honor me with your wealth.”  

Translate Here:            
Praise the Lord, that we all have something to honor him with. 

Translate Here:            
Praise the Lord, that he gives daily to us though we are unworthy. 

Translate Here:            
It’s God that gives the increase.

Translate Here:            
 He opens his hand and he closes his hand. 

Translate Here:            
If you have wealth today, 

Translate Here:            
you have wealth because God has given you of that wealth.

Translate Here:            
The principle though is that we honor him with the first fruits of our wealth.

Translate Here:            
 In other words, as soon as a blessing comes, 

Translate Here:            
we acknowledge the blessor, we acknowledge Jesus.

Translate Here:            
Lord Jesus, thank you for this money. 

Translate Here:            
Thank you for the profit on this transaction. 

Translate Here:            
Thank you for this gift. 

Translate Here:            
Thank you, Lord, for bringing this prosperity my way.

Translate Here:            
The way we demonstrate our thanksgiving, 

Translate Here:            
is that we take from the first fruits and give it to the Lord. 

Translate Here:            
Now how we give it unto the Lord, ….

Translate Here:            
that’s kind of a challenging question, 

Translate Here:            
and an interesting question, 

Translate Here:            
and we’re going to talk about that. 

Translate Here:             

There are a lot of misconceptions about how we give to the Lord. 

Translate Here:            
Let’s take a look at Isaiah, chapter 32 verse 8,

Translate Here:            
Just a simple verse. 

Translate Here:            
It says, “But good people will be generous to others 

Translate Here:            
and will be blessed for all they do.”  

Translate Here:            
Good people will be generous to others, and they will be blessed for all they do. 

Translate Here:            
Generous to others! 

Translate Here:            
Unfortunately, as much as giving is preached about today 

Translate Here:            
And talked about in the Christian world, 

Translate Here:            
much of that giving somehow seems to end up going to the evangelist and preachers.

Translate Here:            
They say, send us your money and you will be blessed. 

Translate Here:            
Bring it into the storehouse, preaches the man that’s running the store. 

Translate Here:            
He says bring it unto the storehouse and you will be blessed. 

Translate Here:            
But I am going to focus us in different direction today. 

Translate Here:            
It says in Isaiah, “But good people will be generous to others 

Translate Here:            
and will be blessed for all they do.” 

Translate Here:            
How can you be generous to others? 

Translate Here:            
Well, yes, you could give a church every bit of your tithe and offering’ 
Translate Here:            
all of the first fruit of all the wealth that God has given to you,
Translate Here:            
Yes, you could put it into the church offering plate on Sunday morning,  

Translate Here:            
And trust the elders of the church to distribute it to the needs of others. 

Translate Here:            
I am not saying don’t do that, 

Translate Here:            
But if you do that, exclusively….

Translate Here:            
If you only do that and no more,

Translate Here:            
you are going to miss a blessing.

Translate Here:            
There is a blessing in giving directly to those that have need. 

Translate Here:            
Let’s read in II  Corinthians chapter 9. 

Translate Here:            
It says in verse 6, 

Translate Here:            
“Remember this, a farmer that plants only a few seeds will get a small crop.”

Translate Here:            
That makes a lot of sense doesn’t it? 

Translate Here:            
If you only sow a few seeds, 
Translate Here:            
if you only plant a few seeds, 

Translate Here:            
you are going to get only a few plants. 

Translate Here:            
I live in tobacco country in America. 

Translate Here:            
Surveyors measure the acreage to determine the harvest.. 

Translate Here:            
More acreage, more plants, more harvest. 

Translate Here:            
It’s that simple.  This isn’t complicated.

Translate Here:            
A farmer who plants only a few seeds will get a small crop.  

Translate Here:            
If in your giving, you give only a little, 

Translate Here:            
you give to maybe one or two places, 

Translate Here:            
You simply shouldn’t expect a large return.

Translate Here:            
I don’t ask for money on this radio program.

Translate Here:            
Fortunately others have paid the radio station for this program for you. 

Translate Here:            
but there are those who do ask for money.
Translate Here:            
 If you are giving only to radio programs that ask for money, 
Translate Here:            
 Or only to your local congregation, 

Translate Here:            
then you are planting only a few seeds. 

Translate Here:            
You’re not taking advantage of the possibilities of blessings for you,

Translate Here:            
 because in II Corinthians, it says, 

Translate Here:            
“The ones who plant generously will get a generous crop.” 
Translate Here:            
And then it tells us, “This is Paul writing to the church.

Translate Here:            
 You must make up your own mind how much you will give. 

Translate Here:            
Don’t give reluctantly or in response to pressure.” 

Translate Here:            
That is an interesting idea.

Translate Here:            
 Have you ever been in a church where you are pressured to give? 

Translate Here:            
Where they have told you if you don’t give, 

Translate Here:            
you are going to miss your blessing? 

Translate Here:            
That is pressure to give. 

Translate Here:            
I have been in church services where they spent 20 minutes preaching,

Translate Here:            
And they spent 10 minutes raising money, 

Translate Here:            
telling you how you had to give in order to get blessed.  

Translate Here:            
In Corinthians it says, 

Translate Here:            
“Don’t give in response to pressure, 

Translate Here:            
for God loves the person who gives cheerfully.” 

Translate Here:            
A man named Brother Arthur is my spiritual father. 
Translate Here:            
He is from England, but he travels around the world. 
Translate Here:            
He visited a church in the Caribbean one time,  
Translate Here:            
And it was a fairly large congregation.

Translate Here:            
The pastor of the church announced that the offering was going to be taken

Translate Here:            
to the man of God from England. 

Translate Here:            
He went on and on about the needs of this man 

Translate Here:            
and how they had to give to him a great offering. 

Translate Here:            
These were very poor people.

Translate Here:            
Of course, they were being promised 

Translate Here:            
that if they give, they’d get rich. 

Translate Here:            
So they gave the offering, and it came to $900. 

Translate Here:            
A substantial amount of money! 

Translate Here:            
Well, Brother Arthur saw the money in the plate, 

Translate Here:            
He spoke to the pastor from the pulpit. 

Translate Here:            
He said, “Pastor, is this money really all for me?” 

Translate Here:            
The pastor said, “Yes. Of course. 

Translate Here:            
You heard me say we were raising the money for you.”

Translate Here:            
 Then he said, “Well do you mind if I have it right now, brother?” 

Translate Here:            
The pastor was rather surprised.

Translate Here:            
He said, “Normally we count it and make a record of the amount, 
Translate Here:            
but if you need it now, yes we’ll give it to you now.”

Translate Here:            
So Brother Arthur took the offering plates 

Translate Here:            
and he stood before the congregation and he said to the them, 

Translate Here:            
“God loves a cheerful giver, 

Translate Here:            
but he doesn’t give any credit to a fearful giver. 

Translate Here:            
Now if you have given this money fearfully, 

Translate Here:            
I want you to come up here and take it back.”

Translate Here:            
He took the plate and he set it in front of the altar.

Translate Here:            
A person got up and went and took some of that money back.

Translate Here:            
Then somebody else got up. 

Translate Here:            
You know what? They took all of it back. 

Translate Here:            
Because they had been browbeaten into giving that money. 

Translate Here:            
Brother Arthur said accurately out of Second Corinthians chapter 9, 

Translate Here:            
that you are not supposed to be giving under pressure. 

Translate Here:            
You are supposed to be giving cheerfully. 

Translate Here:            
God loves a cheerful giver and not a fearful giver. 

Translate Here:            
Well, we are not making any demands on you regarding giving. 

Translate Here:            
I are telling you about the blessing that is associated with giving, 

Translate Here:            
it goes on to say, “for God loves the person who gives cheerfully.” 

Translate Here:            
God will generously provide all you need. 

Translate Here:            
Then you will always have everything you need 

Translate Here:            
and plenty left over to share with others. 

Translate Here:            
Proverbs says, “Godly people give generously to the poor.

Translate Here:            
Their good deeds will never be forgotten.” 

Translate Here:            
Now, that brings us back to our question …

Translate Here:            
“Where is it that I give my money? 

Translate Here:            
How do I give my money?” 

Translate Here:            
It says here godly people give generously to the poor. 

Translate Here:            
That means that you know people in your community that are poor. 

Translate Here:            
You can go directly to them and give them money or give them food. 

Translate Here:            
What a witness! What an act of love! 

Translate Here:            
What a way of demonstrating that Jesus is the Lord over your finances.  

Translate Here:            
You have gotten blessed, 

Translate Here:            
and you turn around and say, 

Translate Here:            
“I’ve been blessed by Lord. Show me somebody I can bless.” 

Translate Here:            
Of course, God will bless you some more.

Translate Here:            
If you don’t receive a full reward for your generosity on earth,

Translate Here:            
Then you get it in heaven.

Translate Here:            
God will see and richly bless you either place. 

Translate Here:            
Say to him, “I want to be a blessing. 

Translate Here:            
How can I be a blessing today?” 

Translate Here:            
My family was blessed with a nice used car. 

Translate Here:            
It wasn’t a new car, but it was large and nice. Praise the Lord. 

Translate Here:            
When that vehicle came to us, 

Translate Here:            
I realized that that was a gift from God.

Translate Here:            
so I took a portion of that gift,

Translate Here:            
 And I gave some money to people that I knew that needed it.

Translate Here:            
Perhaps tomorrow we will continue to talk more about this.

Translate Here:            
 I think it is an important subject.

Translate Here:            
We are in Proverbs. 

Translate Here:      
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate Here:      
God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate Here:      
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate Here:         http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

