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Translate Here:            
We could go on in Proverbs to more of the promises, 

Translate Here:            
the precious promises.

Translate Here:            
In times past, we have talked about some of God’s promises 

Translate Here:            
of living a long and satisfying life,
Translate Here:            
 of having a good reputation among men, 

Translate Here:            
and of having a good reputation with God,

Translate Here:            
But today we are a focused on Proverbs chapter 3, verse 11. 

Translate Here:            
It says “my child, don’t ignore it when the Lord disciplines you 

Translate Here:            
and don’t be discouraged when he corrects you, 

Translate Here:            
for the Lord corrects those he loves, 

Translate Here:            
just as a father corrects a child in whom he delights.  

Translate Here:            
I had a conversation with a school teacher yesterday. 
Translate Here:            
He told me what a challenge it was 

Translate Here:            
to teach the 7th grade in the public school system today, because

Translate Here:            
so many children are undisciplined in the class.

Translate Here:            
There was a time when children respected authority, 

Translate Here:            
but that respect for authority in America has seemingly disappeared.

Translate Here:            
He mentioned the fact that there was a 14-year-old girl that attacked a policeman.

Translate Here:    

He said, there was that policeman wearing the uniform,

Translate Here:            
And had a stick in his holster, 

Translate Here:            
and a gun on his side, 

Translate Here:            
and this 14-year-old girl was beating on him like she could care less. 

Translate Here:            
Can you imagine a 14-year-old girl attacking a police officer at school? 

Translate Here:            
Well, you don’t have to imagine it. 

Translate Here:            
It happened in one of our neighboring school systems.

Translate Here:            
What have we come to that schools in America need a policeman assigned to them?

Translate Here:            
I also had an opportunity to view a videotape of a school class. 

Translate Here:            
One of the things that are done in the schools in America today is

Translate Here:            
they video-tape the classroom of new teachers teaching, 

Translate Here:            
so that they can  improve their teaching skills, 

Translate Here:            
and the master teacher can point out to them things 

Translate Here:            
that are happening in the classroom, so they become better teachers. 

Translate Here:            
Well in this particular video tape, 

Translate Here:            
there was a teacher’s aid running the camera at the back of the class, 

Translate Here:            
And there were 2 young boys right in front of the camera, 

Translate Here:            
The teacher was a young female teaching at the front of the class. 

Translate Here:            
These 2 young boys, 14 and 15 years old made comments on the video tape 

Translate Here:            
about sexually assaulting the teacher.

Translate Here:            
They were being recorded on the tape, 

Translate Here:            
and they knew that they were being recorded, 

Translate Here:            
but they did not care. 

Translate Here:            
It did not bother them, 

Translate Here:            
because they were totally undisciplined children.

Translate Here:            
Sometime ago, I mentioned the value of the private school. 

Translate Here:            
I said that at the turn of the century in the Afro-American communities in the South, 

Translate Here:            
There was so little money being spent on school systems 

Translate Here:            
that those communities did what they had to do 

Translate Here:            
and began to start their own schools.

Translate Here:            
There was one state in the South that had a hundred times more black private schools 

Translate Here:            
then there were public schools in the same state. 

Translate Here:            
The Afro-American community rose up 

Translate Here:            
and said, if you are not going to teach us, 

Translate Here:            
we are going to teach ourselves, 

Translate Here:            
and they started their own private schools.

Translate Here:            
That was probably a very good thing to do.

Translate Here:            
Today, many of the provisions that the government has made, 

Translate Here:            
have resulted in school systems where there is no discipline, 

Translate Here:            
where people are afraid to discipline their children. 

Translate Here:            
Teachers can get thrown in jail for correcting a child. 

Translate Here:            
How did we get to this place? 

Translate Here:            
I believe that this is the chastening of God. 

Translate Here:            
When we took God out of the American school, 

Translate Here:            
we also took God’s discipline out of the school at the same time,

Translate Here:            
I’d strongly recommend a community joining together, 

Translate Here:      

creating some private schools. 

Translate Here:            
Then God and discipline could be in those schools.  

Translate Here:            
If we can’t have God in the public school, 

Translate Here:      

there is nothing to keep us from having God in the private school.

Translate Here:            
The break down of discipline in our schools, 

Translate Here:      

It speaks of the break down of discipline in our society, 
Translate Here:            
Lack of discipline has even been encouraged 

Translate Here:      

Encouraged by a certain kind of preaching.

Translate Here:            
They say that God is a God of love. 

Translate Here:            
Oh, he is a God of love. 

Translate Here:            
They think he wants to bless them in certain ways. 

Translate Here:      

They think he wants to give them 3 cars 

Translate Here:      

and a big bank account 
Translate Here:      

and a high-paying job.

Translate Here:            
They talk about all the wonderful things God is going to do for them; 

Translate Here:            
The prosperity, and the health and the wealth, etc.
Translate Here:            
Yet they forget that he is a God of discipline. 

Translate Here:            
He is a God of discipline. 

Translate Here:      

Let’s go back to the book of Hebrews. 

Translate Here:            
Hebrews quotes Proverbs and says,

Translate Here:            
“My child, don’t ignore it when the Lord disciplines you, 

Translate Here:            
for the Lord disciplines those that he loves.” 

Translate Here:      

Discipline or chastening is part of love. 

Translate Here:            
If you are not being disciplined, 

Translate Here:      

you are not being loved. 

Translate Here:            
He makes that very clear. 

Translate Here:            
We read this yesterday. 

Translate Here:      

We need to read it again. 

Translate Here:            
“As you endure this divine discipline, 

Translate Here:      

remember that God is treating you as his own children.” 

Translate Here:            
The chastening of the Lord, 

Translate Here:      

the discipline of the Lord is evidence 

Translate Here:      

that you are a child of God.

Translate Here:            
It continues and says: 

Translate Here:      

A child that is not disciplined is an illegitimate child, 

Translate Here:      

That child  doesn’t have a father. 

Translate Here:            
As a matter of fact, I think a great deal of the problem 

Translate Here:      

that exists in our school system today 

Translate Here:      

is that the father never married the mother and left her,

Translate Here:      

Or he divorced her and left her.
Translate Here:            
It’s one thing to give birth to a child. 

Translate Here:      

It’s another thing to be a father.

Translate Here:            
A father stays around. 

Translate Here:            
A father disciplines, corrects, chastens. 

Translate Here:      

He shows the child the way that it should go. 

Translate Here:      

He supplies the needs of that child. 

Translate Here:            
God is saying, if you are not disciplined, 

Translate Here:      

you are like an illegitimate child. 

Translate Here:            
You are like a child that does not have a father.

Translate Here:            
“If God doesn’t discipline you as he does all of his children, 

Translate Here:      

it means that you are illegitimate 

Translate Here:      

and you are not really his children after all. 

Translate Here:            
I am reading directly from the word of God.  

Translate Here:            
Since we respect our earthly fathers who disciplined us, 

Translate Here:            
should we not all the more cheerfully submit to the discipline of our heavenly father and live forever?

Translate Here:            
For our earthly fathers disciplined us for a few years, 

Translate Here:            
doing the best they knew how,

Translate Here:            
but God’s discipline is always right and good for us, 

Translate Here:      

because it means we will share in his holiness.

Translate Here:            
No discipline is enjoyable while it is happening. 

Translate Here:            
It is painful, 

Translate Here:      

but afterwards, there will be a quiet harvest of right living 

Translate Here:      

for those who are trained in this way.”

Translate Here:            
Are you having trouble financially? 

Translate Here:            
That could very well be the discipline of God. 

Translate Here:            
You have not been a good steward of those things 

Translate Here:      

that God has placed in your hands, 

Translate Here:            
or maybe you are not being generous.  

Translate Here:            
We spent some time last week looking at the generosity 

Translate Here:      

that giving would well up inside of us 

Translate Here:      

if we were walking in the spirit. 

Translate Here:            
We saw how once you start being generous; 

Translate Here:      

and start having great success as a giver 

Translate Here:      

that God gives you more to give. Alleluia! 

Translate Here:            
Maybe your financial problem is the result 

Translate Here:            
The result of you’re not being generous.

Translate Here:            
I would remind you that this doesn’t mean 

Translate Here:            
you’ve got to put more money in the church offering. 

Translate Here:            
You could be generous by giving to someone directly who has a need.

Translate Here:            
There is someone down the street from you 

Translate Here:            
that is also being chastened and disciplined, 

Translate Here:            
and you can be part of their solution. 

Translate Here:            
You can go them and help them 
Translate Here:            
through your love and generosity.

Translate Here:            
God disciplines those that he loves.

Translate Here:            
Let’s look in the book of Revelation. 

Translate Here:            
In Revelation chapter 3 verse 18 he says, 

Translate Here:            
“I advise you to buy gold from me, 

Translate Here:            
gold that has been purified by fire.” 

Translate Here:            
This sounds like the book of Proverbs. 

Translate Here:            
When we started out, we talked about wisdom, 

Translate Here:            
being like a treasure hidden in a field. 

Translate Here:            
We talked about selling everything that you owned to buy the field 

Translate Here:            
so that you can get the treasure that was hidden in the field. 

Translate Here:            
In Revelation, he says I advise you to buy gold from me, 

Translate Here:            
gold that has been purified by fire. 

Translate Here:            
Actually this fire is the fire of discipline. 

Translate Here:            
The gold that is being spoken of is the same wisdom 

Translate Here:            
The wisdom that is being described in the book of Proverbs.

Translate Here:            
 It says, you get purified by fire, 

Translate Here:            
Or you let yourself be chastened by God 

Translate Here:            
then you will be rich in God.  

Translate Here:            
Also, buy white garments 

Translate Here:            
so that you will not be ashamed by your nakedness, 

Translate Here:            
And buy ointment for your eyes 

Translate Here:            
so that you will be able to see. 

Translate Here:            
Ointment for your eyes speaks knowledge, revelation, and understanding.  

Translate Here:            
God wants us to see him. 

Translate Here:            
He wants us to see Jesus. 

Translate Here:            
Then in verse 19,God speaking through John in the book of Revelation, says 

Translate Here:            
“I am the one who corrects you 

Translate Here:            
and I discipline everyone I love.” 

Translate Here:            
I am the one who corrects and disciplines. 

Translate Here:            
Now, no chastening is pleasant. 

Translate Here:            
When God corrects you, 

Translate Here:            
by that illness, by someone breaking into your house 

Translate Here:            
Who steals and robs from you. 

Translate Here:            
By war….

Translate Here:            
There are whole nations today being disciplined by war…

Translate Here:            
Whole people groups have to pack up 

Translate Here:            
and move to refugee camps, 

Translate Here:            
that’s the discipline of God. 

Translate Here:            
That’s actually the love of God.

Translate Here:            
He is allowing these warriors to invade and disrupt lives.  

Translate Here:            
Why?  The people have not been wise.

Translate Here:            
They haven’t listened to the commands of God, 

Translate Here:            
They haven’t obeyed the rules of God. 
Translate Here:            
God says, “I am the one who corrects and disciplines everyone I love. 

Translate Here:            
Seek me diligently and turn from your indifference.” 

Translate Here:            
Revelation 3:20 says, “Look, I, the Lord, stand at the door and knock.  

Translate Here:            
If you hear me calling, and open the door, 

Translate Here:            
I will come in, and we will share a meal as friends.  

Translate Here:            
I will invite everyone who is victorious 

Translate Here:            
to sit with me on my throne,

Translate Here:            
just as I was victorious 

Translate Here:            
and sit with my father on his throne. 

Translate Here:            
Anyone who is willing to hear 

Translate Here:            
should listen to the Spirit (of God) 

Translate Here:            
and understand what the spirit is saying to the churches.”

Translate Here:            
This morning the spirit is saying 

Translate Here:            
do not despise the discipline of God.

Translate Here:            
Embrace it.  It is the sign of the fact that God loves you.

Translate Here:            
He is the one that corrects. 

Translate Here:            
He is the one that disciplines. He says,

Translate Here:            
“I am the one who corrects and disciplines everyone I love…

Translate Here:            
Look, I stand at the door and knock. 

Translate Here:            
Behold, I stand at the door and knock, 

Translate Here:            
If any man would hear my voice and open the door, 

Translate Here:            
I will come in to him and sup with him and he with me.  

Translate Here:            
In the same paragraph where he is talking 

about being one who disciplines and corrects, 

Translate Here:            
he talks about being available.

Translate Here:            
He says I am here. 

Translate Here:            
I want to come and get extremely close to you. 

Translate Here:            
Hear my commands. 

Translate Here:            
Listen to my laws. 

Translate Here:            
Hear how I have described for you to live 

Translate Here:            
and do it! 

Translate Here:            
Walk in it. Be wise. 

Translate Here:            
Buy gold as tried in fire 

Translate Here:            
and I will come into you 

Translate Here:            
and eat with you and you with me. 

Translate Here:            
Praise the Lord. We can begin by disciplining our children, 

Translate Here:            
and then we can continue by receiving the discipline of God. 

Translate Here:      
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate Here:      
God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate Here:      
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate Here:         http://www.radioencuentro.com 
         Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

