PAGE  
1
018 Flee Evil Part 1

Page  of 19

018 Flee Evil Part 1

Translate Here:            
I hope that someone else is being as blessed by this study in the book of Proverbs as I am. 

Translate Here:            
Having spent many days, thinking about Proverbs, 

Translate Here:            
meditating on, and looking at these verses, 

Translate Here:            
 has had an impact on my life.
Translate Here:            
I know I have become more spiritually minded, 

Translate Here:            
because of the time that I have spent thinking about Proverbs,

Translate Here:            
And, the relationship between the book of Proverbs and the Gospels. 

Translate Here:            
Today we are going to look at the relationship 

Translate Here:            
between a proverb and some of Paul’s writings. 

Translate Here:            
It is not that we couldn’t do the same thing through the Gospels 

Translate Here:            
because we certainly could find some good examples, 

Translate Here:            
but there is a specific connection here that I want you to see.

Translate Here:            
Proverbs chapter 3 verse 9. 

Translate Here:            
It says,  “Let not truth and mercy forsake thee. 

Translate Here:            
Bind them about thy neck.

Translate Here:            
Write them upon the tablet of your heart,  

Translate Here:            
So that you will find favor 

Translate Here:            
and good understanding in the sight of  God and of man.”

Translate Here:            
We have already talked about what a wonderful thing it would be, 

Translate Here:            
if we were to find good favor in the sight of man. 

Translate Here:            
This promise isn’t just that men will think well of you, 

Translate Here:            
but you can also find good favor in the eyes of God. 

Translate Here:            
What a wonderful concept.

Translate Here:            
To accomplish it, it tells us to trust in the Lord 

Translate Here:            
with all your heart, 

Translate Here:            
And lean not on your own understanding. 

Translate Here:            
In all your ways, acknowledge him, 

Translate Here:            
and he shall direct your paths. 

Translate Here:            
Be not wise in your own eyes. 

Translate Here:            
Fear the Lord and depart from evil. 

Translate Here:            
It shall be health to thy navel and marrow to thy bones.”

Translate Here:            
We are talking today about fleeing evil. 

Translate Here:            
We are talking about natural health and health in Christ, 

Translate Here:            
fleeing evil… such a simple thing! 

Translate Here:            
The book of Proverbs simply says flee evil. 

Translate Here:            
We should be able to turn to each other and say flee evil. 

Translate Here:            
Just don’t do it. 

Translate Here:            
If it is wrong, don’t do it. 

Translate Here:            
We need this word very much today 

Translate Here:            
because the whole society that we are living in 

Translate Here:            
is telling us something else,

Translate Here:            
“Well, it’s really not wrong. 

Translate Here:            
I mean, it is only wrong, if you think it’s wrong. 

Translate Here:            
If it feels good, do it.” 

Translate Here:            
Many people think that right and wrong are all relative.

Translate Here:            
 It might be wrong for somebody else, but it is not necessarily wrong for you.

Translate Here:            
These messages are coming at us continually

Translate Here:            
from every side and from every corner, 

Translate Here:            
but the writer of the book of Proverbs, says 

Translate Here:            
“Look, you want good favor with God and with man? 

Translate Here:            
Then flee evil!” 

Translate Here:            
This is straight talk. This is plain straight talk. 

Translate Here:            
We need straight talk. 

Translate Here:            
Let’s listen to how straight the Apostle Paul spoke about this subject 

Translate Here:            
as he wrote about living as children of light. 

Translate Here:            
You may want to turn with me to the book of Ephesians. 

Translate Here:            
In chapter 4, we are looking at verses 17 through 32.

Translate Here:            
Fleeing evil is the topic this morning.

Translate Here:            
Paul writes, “With the Lord’s authority, let me say this, 

Translate Here:            
Live no longer as the ungodly do, 

Translate Here:            
for they are hopelessly confused.”  

Translate Here:            
Is there any difference between the way you live 

Translate Here:            
and the way your unsaved neighbor lives? 

Translate Here:            
If you were taken to court, 

Translate Here:            
could you be convicted of being a Christian? 

Translate Here:            
Is there any visible evidence against you? 

Translate Here:            
Or do you live the way your unsaved neighbors live? 
Translate Here:            
You are so much like them 

Translate Here:            
that there is no difference between you?

Translate Here:            
Paul is saying here, 

Translate Here:            
don’t live the way the ungodly do, 

Translate Here:            
for they are hopelessly confused.”

Translate Here:            
Verse 18:

Translate Here:            
“Their closed mines are full of darkness. 

Translate Here:            
They are far away from the life of God, 

Translate Here:            
because they have shut their minds 

Translate Here:            
and hardened their hearts against him.”  

Translate Here:            
You know it is possible for us in the church 

Translate Here:            
to shut our minds to Christ also.

Translate Here:            
We can sometimes put Jesus in a box. 

Translate Here:            
He is only important in a certain part of our lives, 

Translate Here:            
maybe on Sunday morning or Sunday afternoon, 

Translate Here:            
or some religious observance that we participate in. 
Translate Here:            
And the rest of the time, we shut our minds to him. 

Translate Here:            
Well, this would be contrary to what we are saying in the book of Proverbs, 

Translate Here:            
 Because it says, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart,

Translate Here:            
And lean not on your own understanding, 

Translate Here:            
but in all your ways acknowledge him, 

Translate Here:            
and he shall direct your path.”

Translate Here:            
Do not shut the Lord out of your life. 

Translate Here:            
Trust him. Lean on him in all your ways.  

Translate Here:            
Paul continues saying, 

Translate Here:            
“These ungodly people don’t care anymore about right and wrong. 

Translate Here:            
They have given themselves over to immoral ways.” 

Translate Here:            
All this business about it’s right for him, but wrong for her, 

Translate Here:            
and right and wrong depends on what you think.

Translate Here:            
People use these reasonings so that people can justify their sins.

Translate Here:            
 If you want to sin, you need to have some way to justify it,

Translate Here:            
so you come up with ideas about relative values. 

Translate Here:            
These relative values are being taught in the American school systems today. 

Translate Here:            
The whole idea of truth not being absolute, 

Translate Here:            
This is being taught in our school systems today. 

Translate Here:            
Why can some people justify their sins? 

Translate Here:            
They simply want to sin, 

Translate Here:            
so they have to come up with some way to justify it. 

Translate Here:            
The Bible says, their eyes are filled with all kinds of impurity and greed. 

Translate Here:            
They want their own way, But Paul writes, 

Translate Here:            
“That isn’t what you were taught, when you learned about Christ. 

Translate Here:            
Since you have heard about him, 

Translate Here:            
and have learned the truth that is in Jesus, 

Translate Here:            
throw off your old evil nature 

Translate Here:            
and your former way of life,

Translate Here:            
which is rotten, through and through, 

Translate Here:            
full of lust and deception.” 
Translate Here:            
The writer of Proverbs simply said, 

Translate Here:            
“Flee evil. And you will be healthy”  

Translate Here:            
Paul is getting closer to the subject. 

Translate Here:            
Now he says, this way you used to live, 

Translate Here:            
the way the world lives,…

Translate Here:            
get rid of it. Throw it off.  

Translate Here:            
Instead, there must be a spiritual renewal of your thoughts and your attitudes. 

Translate Here:            
You must exhibit a new nature, 

Translate Here:            
because you are a new person, 

Translate Here:            
created in God’s likeness, righteous, holy, and true. 

Translate Here:            
So put away falsehood, and tell your neighbor the truth, 

Translate Here:            
because we belong to each other.

Translate Here:            
Paul is getting very direct now. 

Translate Here:            
“Tell your neighbor the truth.” 

Translate Here:            
You don’t have to participate in those little lies. 

Translate Here:            
You don’t have to participate in those distortions of the truth that are convenient 

Translate Here:            
because they protect something that you are trying to hide.  

Translate Here:            
It says, just tell truth, 

Translate Here:            
and don’t sin by letting anger gain control over you. 

Translate Here:            
Have you been angry this week?  

Translate Here:            
Has anger gotten a hold of you in the last 3 days? 

Translate Here:            
Well, the Apostle Paul says, “Don’t let it happen.” 

Translate Here:            
The book of Proverbs says, “Flee evil.” 

Translate Here:            
Anger is evil. 

Translate Here:            
Don’t let the sun go down while you are still angry, 

Translate Here:            
for anger gives a mighty foothold to the devil. 

Translate Here:            
That’s  wonderful, practical advice on how to flee evil. 

Translate Here:            
The Apostle Paul knew that you would get angry. 

Translate Here:            
Anger happens, but don’t let the sun go down on your anger. 

Translate Here:            
Get it worked out. 

Translate Here:            
Whatever happened today between you and your daughter, 

Translate Here:            
or you and your son, that caused those voices to rise, 

Translate Here:            
get it worked out, 

Translate Here:            
and don’t go to sleep tonight if it is still a problem. 

Translate Here:            
This is how you flee evil. 

Translate Here:            
Paul says that if you don’t do this, 

Translate Here:            
you are going to give a mighty foothold to the devil.

Translate Here:            
Once these angry conversations are kept through the night, 

Translate Here:            
they somehow sink deeper into a person’s spirit.

Translate Here:            
 When they wake up in the morning, 

Translate Here:            
it is still there, like a festering sore. 

Translate Here:            
It’s there just waiting for a chance to burst out again, 

Translate Here:            
except the next time, it is going to come out even bigger. 

Translate Here:            
Confront it. Look it in the face. 

Translate Here:            
Deal with it. Get rid of it. 

Translate Here:            
Paul again in verse 28 of Ephesians chapter 4… 

Translate Here:            
I think he read Proverbs.

Translate Here:            
I think he said, “It says in there, Hey, Flee evil.

Translate Here:            
I’ve got to help these people out. 

Translate Here:            
I’ve got to tell them about how to flee evil” 

Translate Here:            
So in verse 28 he says, 

Translate Here:            
if you are a thief, stop stealing.

Translate Here:            
That is pretty clear. 

Translate Here:            
Begin using your hands for honest work 

Translate Here:            
and then give generously to others in need.

Translate Here:            
Paul doesn’t want you to just be concentrating on what you are not supposed to do. 

Translate Here:            
He is showing here what you can do. 

Translate Here:            
You can give to others; give generously to others 

Translate Here:            
and that is the way you are going to flee from evil. 

Translate Here:            
Verse 29 says,  “Don’t use foul or abusive language. 

Translate Here:            
Let everything you say be good and helpful, 

Translate Here:            
so that your words will be an encouragement to those who hear them.”

Translate Here:            
You know Jesus said, that when a man speaks, 

Translate Here:            
his mouth, his tongue speaks and reflects what’s in his heart.” 

Translate Here:            
Have you got foul language coming out of your mouth?   

Translate Here:            
Have you got abusive language coming out of your mouth?  

Translate Here:            
Are you constantly being critical? 

Translate Here:            
Are you railing against people frequently and often?

Translate Here:            
If that’s the case, Jesus says that your tongue is telling you what is in your heart, 

Translate Here:            
and your heart needs to be fixed. 

Translate Here:            
Your heart needs to be fixed on God. 

Translate Here:            
Your heart needs to be repaired. 

Translate Here:            
You need to receive forgiveness. 

Translate Here:            
You need to give forgiveness. 

Translate Here:            
Let everything you say be helpful and good, 
Translate Here:            
so that your words will be an encouragement to those who hear them. 

Translate Here:            
And to not bring sorrow to God’s Holy Spirit by the way you live. 

Translate Here:            
Remember, he is the one who has identified you as his own, 

Translate Here:            
guaranteeing that you will be saved on the day of redemption.

Translate Here:            
Proverbs says, “Flee evil, and it will be health to your navel. 

Translate Here:            
It will be health to your body to flee evil. 
Translate Here:            
Here Paul is making it clear, how to flee evil.

Translate Here:            
Just some very simple things. 

Translate Here:            
Don’t lie. 

Translate Here:            
Don’t get angry, but if you do get angry, 

Translate Here:            
get it settled before you go to bed at night. 

Translate Here:            
Cleanse your life of impurity and greed. 

Translate Here:            
Get rid of all bitterness, rage, anger, 

Translate Here:            
Get rid of harsh words, slander, and all types of malicious behavior. 

Translate Here:            
Instead, be kind to each other. 

Translate Here:            
Be tenderhearted, forgiving one another 

Translate Here:            
just as God through Christ has forgiven you. 

Translate Here:            
Paul is being very clear here. 

Translate Here:            
Get rid of all bitterness…all bitterness. 

Translate Here:            
Sometimes we justify our bitterness. 

Translate Here:            
We say I have got a right to that bitterness. 

Translate Here:            
They did me dirty. They did me wrong. 

Translate Here:            
I have a right to this bitterness. 

Translate Here:            
That’s the devil talking to you. 

Translate Here:            
You don’t have a right to that bitterness. 

Translate Here:            
You must crucify that bitterness… 

Translate Here:            
Flee evil. 

Translate Here:            
We are talking about Proverbs 3 here, 

Translate Here:            
about having a good reputation with man 

Translate Here:            
and favor with God, and health in your body. 

Translate Here:            
You can’t have health in your body 

Translate Here:            
if you have bitterness in your body. 

Translate Here:            
If you have got unforgiveness in your body, 

Translate Here:            
men are not going to respect you. 

Translate Here:            
They won’t say, “Oh, that is a fine person” 

Translate Here:            
No! Just the opposite. 

Translate Here:            
They will say, “That is a bitter, nasty person.”

Translate Here:            
 Flee evil. Get rid of bitterness. 

Translate Here:            
Get rid of rage and anger and harsh words and slander.

Translate Here:            
Harsh words. We don’t need harsh words. 

Translate Here:            
They are contrary to life itself. 

Translate Here:            
Praise the Lord. The book of Proverbs is incredibly practical. 

Translate Here:            
I pray that you will able to use it today 

Translate Here:            
as a guideline for your life, 

Translate Here:            
and I look forward to being with you again. 

Translate Here:      
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate Here:      
God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate Here:      
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate Here:         http://www.radioencuentro.com 
         Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com
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