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052 Life Lengthened - Tuesday

Translate here:   

Yesterday we said, “A Proverb a day keeps the devil away.” 

Translate here:   

The Lord had me think that proverb 

Translate here:   

because of the specific nature of chapter 10 of Proverbs. 

Translate here:   

This chapter is unlike some other chapters of Proverbs. 

Translate here:   

Chapter 10 is full of statement after statement of seemingly unrelated truths. 

Translate here:   

We will look at chapter 10 differently than the other chapters previously. 

Translate here:   

We are going to look at one verse at a time. 

Translate here:   

In some cases we will look at 2 or 3 verses. 

Translate here:   

Listen as we read Proverbs chapter 10 verse 3. 

Translate here:   

Reading from the New international Version of the Bible.

Translate here:  
“The Lord does not let the righteous go hungry 

Translate here:   

but he thwarts the craving of the wicked.” 

Translate here:   

We want to connect it to verse 2 above it. 

Translate here:   

This is one of those times when we will put 2 verses together. 

Translate here:   

Verse 1 says,  “Ill gotten treasure is of no value, 

Translate here:   

but righteousness delivers from death.” 

Translate here:   

The word that ties these two verses together is “righteousness”.  

Translate here:   

Now reading from the Living Bible, 

Translate here:   

listen to verses 2 and 3 of chapter 10 again. 

Translate here:   

“Ill gotten gain has no lasting value, 

Translate here:   

but right living can save your life. 

Translate here:   

The Lord will not let the Godly starve to death, 

Translate here:   

but he refuses to satisfy the cravings of wicked.” 

Translate here:   

Praise the Lord. 

Translate here:   

This is a living word but it needs the Holy Spirit to make it alive, 

Translate here:   

Otherwise, it is only empty words without effect.

Translate here:   

…. righteous, wicked….such common words, 

Translate here:   

Sometimes we hear them and don’t even think about the significance of them. 

Translate here:   

In Proverbs chapter 9 we saw how wisdom was better than riches, 

Translate here:   

better than rubies, 

Translate here:   

better than gold, 

Translate here:   

better than silver. 

Translate here:   

We saw that wisdom can bring us unending treasures. 

Translate here:   

Here in Proverbs 10, it says, 

Translate here:   

“Ill gotten treasures or ill gotten gain is of no value.”  

Translate here:   

I had an opportunity yesterday in my business. 

Translate here:   

Someone suggested that I bend a rule merely a little bit, 

Translate here:   

so that I could get a large transaction to go through (happen). 

Translate here:   

The potential was that I could make a lot of money. 

Translate here:   

All I needed to do was to bend the rule just a little bit. 

Translate here:   

But I was warned by Proverbs chapter 10 that says, 

Translate here:   

“I’ll gotten treasures are of no lasting value.” 

Translate here:   

There is no lasting value to them. 

Translate here:   

You can bend the rules, break the rules, 

Translate here:   

step outside of the tax code, step outside of the law, 

Translate here:   

and get some apparent value, 

Translate here:   

but there is no lasting value. 

Translate here:   

But verse 2 says “righteousness delivers from death.” 

Translate here:   

We are going to talk about that righteousness in a minute. 

Translate here:   

First I want to talk about faith in God’s word. 

Translate here:   

You see, we hear this verse, righteousness delivers from death, 

Translate here:   

but do we really hear it? 

Translate here:   

Do we believe it? 

Translate here:   

Do we really believe that righteousness delivers us from death? 

Translate here:   

Speaking of faith, in Hebrews chapter 11, it says: 

Translate here:   

“By faith Enoch was taken from this life so that he did not experience death.” 

Translate here:   

Enoch was righteous. 

Translate here:   

He never experienced death. 

Translate here:   

“He could not be found because God had taken him away,” 

Translate here:   

for before he was taken, he was commended as one who had pleased God. 

Translate here:   

Are we going to be able to say

Translate here:   

…is it going to be said about me

Translate here:   

… it is going to be said about you, that we pleased God?  

Translate here:   

There are so many people who are pleasers of men, 

Translate here:   

seeking only their reputation among men, 

Translate here:   

What about your reputation with God? 

Translate here:   

Have you walked in a way that pleases him? 

Translate here:   

Are you going to walk today in a way that pleases him? 

Translate here:   

Hebrews makes a remarkable statement, 

Translate here:   

“And without faith, it is impossible to please God.” 

Translate here:   

You may say, “I have got faith. I have got faith.” 

Translate here:   

But wait, listen again, 

Translate here:   

“Without faith, it is impossible to please God, 

Translate here:   

because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists.” 

Translate here:   

Okay I believe that. God exists. 

Translate here:   

“And he rewards those that earnestly seek him.” 

Translate here:   

Oh, do I really believe that? 

Translate here:   

If I really believe that he rewards those who diligently seek him,

Translate here:   

then the opposite also is true. 

Translate here:   

Those who don’t seek him, will get no reward from him. 

Translate here:   

It says in verse 3 of Proverbs chapter 10, 

Translate here:   

“The Lord will not let the Godly starve to death, 

Translate here:   

but he refuses to satisfy the craving of the wicked.” 

Translate here:   

The Godly people seek God or they wouldn’t be Godly. 

Translate here:   

The wicked reject God so their sins or wickedness remains with them. 

Translate here:   

He not only refuses to satisfy the craving of the wicked, 

Translate here:   

but he rewards the wicked! 

Translate here:   

There are rewards for wickedness. 

Translate here:   

Wickedness has its own reward….

Translate here:   

punishment, everlasting hell-fire and damnation. 

Translate here:   

Righteousness has its rewards….

Translate here:   

peace, joy, and love. 

Translate here:   

The fruit of righteousness is a long life. 

Translate here:   

Do we believe it? 

Translate here:   

Without faith it is impossible to please God, 

Translate here:   

because anyone that comes to him must believe that he exists. 

Translate here:   

I suppose that most people believe that God exists. 

Translate here:   

In fact, many people say they are Christians. 

Translate here:   

But how many of them believe that God rewards those who diligently seek him. 

Translate here:   

Do you really believe it? 

Translate here:   

If you really believe it, then why aren’t you seeking him? 

Translate here:   

What I am saying is that our lives show that we have very little faith. 

Translate here:   

We live in a faithless society. 

Translate here:   

We are a so-called Christian people. 

Translate here:   

We hear that he rewards those who diligently seek him, 

Translate here:   

and then we don’t seek him. 

Translate here:   

We don’t turn to the word of God. 

Translate here:   

We don’t turn to the man of God. 

Translate here:   

We don’t turn to the people of God. 

Translate here:   

We don’t turn to the activities of the kingdom. 

Translate here:   

We turn and follow our own way because we don’t have faith. 

Translate here:   

We say we have faith, but we don’t have faith. 

Translate here:   

The Bible tells us what faith consists of. 

Translate here:   

Faith consists of believing that he exists 

Translate here:   

AND believing that he rewards those who diligently seek him. 

Translate here:   

Ill-gotten treasures are of no value, 

Translate here:   

but righteousness delivers from death. 

Translate here:   

Listen to the Proverb for the day. 

Translate here:   

Righteousness delivers from death. 

Translate here:   

Death takes many forms. 

Translate here:   

Did you know that depression is a form of death? 

Translate here:   

When you are depressed, you are actually encountering death, 

Translate here:   

because real life doesn’t involve depression. 

Translate here:   

Real life involves joy and peace. 

Translate here:   

When that spirit of depression comes on you, 

Translate here:   

it is a spirit of death. 

Translate here:   

Sickness is a form of death. 

Translate here:   

When we are physically sick, our body is dying. 

Translate here:   

Our body is dying anyhow 

Translate here:   

but it is also replenishing itself. 

Translate here:   

In a normal healthy body there are cells dying 

Translate here:   

and there are new cells replacing them constantly. 

Translate here:   

What is happening when someone is sick,… 

Translate here:   

there are more cells dying than there are being replenished. 

Translate here:   

He or she feels physically depressed and weakened. 

Translate here:   

But the promise of the scripture is that righteousness delivers from death. 

Translate here:   

In the Living Bible, it says right living can actually save your life. 

Translate here:   

Do we believe this? 

Translate here:   

Do we believe that God is the rewarder of those who diligently seek him? 

Translate here:   

Are we considering our ways. 

Translate here:   

Proverbs told us earlier to consider our ways, you sluggard or lazy person. 

Translate here:   

Consider your ways. 

Translate here:   

Are your ways the way of seeking God today? 

Translate here:   

Do we believe that he is the rewarder of those that diligently seek him?  

Translate here:   

It also says in Hebrews chapter 10 verse 35: 

Translate here:   

“Do not throw away your confidence. 

Translate here:   

It will be richly rewarded. 

Translate here:   

This verse reinforces the whole concept. 

Translate here:   

If you believe that the Bible is true.

Translate here:   

you will have confidence in God.

Translate here:   

If you believe that Jesus meant what he said, 

Translate here:   

then your faith will be richly rewarded. 

Translate here:   

It also says that you need to persevere. 

Translate here:   

When you have done the will of God, 

Translate here:   

you will receive what he promised. 

Translate here:   

Perseverance or “keeping on” when times are tough 

Translate here:   

and “going on” when things are resisting you is faith. 

Translate here:   

This can be done if you truly believe 

Translate here:   

that God is the rewarder of those who seek him. 

Translate here:   

Let’s consider for a minute the issue of righteousness. 

Translate here:   

If righteousness delivers from death and the Lord does not let the righteous go hungry, 

Translate here:   

Then we want to consider our ways. 

Translate here:   

We want to become righteous. 

Translate here:   

I want to draw a comparison 

Translate here:   

between the world’s idea of righteousness and God’s idea of righteousness. 

Translate here:   

God’s idea is clearly expressed in the book of Romans. 

Translate here:   

We are made right by the blood of Jesus Christ. 

Translate here:   

He died to give us righteousness. 

Translate here:   

We have been washed in the blood of the lamb. 

Translate here:   

The world’s idea of righteousness is often tied up in being religious. 

Translate here:   

Let’s listen to what Jesus says about religious people: In Matthew chapter 6. 

Translate here:   

“Take care. Don’t do your good deeds publicly 

Translate here:   

because then you will lose the reward from your Father in heaven.” 

Translate here:   

Listen, Jesus is saying, 

Translate here:   

your good deeds, your religious acts…don’t do them publicly. 

Translate here:   

He says when you give a gift to someone in need, 

Translate here:   

don’t shout about it, the way the hypocrites do. 

Translate here:   

Don’t go about blowing trumpets in the synagogues and streets. 

Translate here:   

Don’t call attention to your acts of charity. 

Translate here:   

I assure you, they have received all the reward they will ever get.” 

Translate here:   

We are comparing real righteousness to man’s idea of righteousness. 

Translate here:   

You see, man’s idea of righteousness isn’t going to bring deliverance from death. 

Translate here:   

Man’ idea of righteousness is not going to bring freedom from hunger. 

Translate here:   

The Lord does not let the truly righteous suffer want except for a season; 

Translate here:  

 those who have been made righteous by the washing of the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Translate here:   

Man’s idea of righteousness is revealed here.  

Translate here:   

Jesus says, when you give to some one, 

Translate here:   

don’t tell the right hand what the left hand is doing. 

Translate here:   

Give your gifts in secret, 

Translate here:   

and your Father who knows all secrets will reward you. 

Translate here:   

How many times do we give great gifts and look for attention from men?  

Translate here:   

This subject is also expanded to include prayer and fasting. 

Translate here:   

We are told to not be like the hypocrites 

Translate here:   
who love to pray publicly on the street corners 

Translate here:   
and in the synagogues where everyone can see them. 

Translate here:   

Jesus says, I assure you that this is all the reward that they will get, 

Translate here:   

but when you pray, go away all by yourself. 

Translate here:   

Shut the door behind you and pray to your Father secretly. 

Translate here:   

Then your Father who knows all secrets will reward you. 

Translate here:   

Here Jesus has contrasted the righteousness of the world, 

Translate here:   

the world’s idea of what it is to be religious, with true religion or true righteousness. 

Translate here:   

He is saying when you give, give in secret. 

Translate here:   

When you pray, pray in secret. 

Translate here:   

Don’t seek rewards of righteousness here on earth. 

Translate here:   

Any rewards that you receive here on earth, is all that you will get. 

Translate here:   

It’s a done deal. It’s finished. 

Translate here:   

You have been rewarded. 

Translate here:   

You are not going to get anymore, 

Translate here:   

because you have already received it all. 

Translate here:   

But those heavenly rewards that are reserved will last forever and ever. 

Translate here:   

These are the real treasures. 

Translate here:   

These are the things you need to seek after. 

Translate here:   

This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate here:   
God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate here:   
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:      http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

