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Translate here:   

Not everything in the book of Proverbs is easy to understand. 

Translate here:   

There are some things that we need to investigate a little bit 

Translate here:   

in order to come to grips with what is being said. 

Translate here:   

We are making a relationship between the book of Proverbs 

Translate here:   

and the Gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. 

Translate here:   

One thing that we find in the gospels is that Jesus teaches very clearly. 

Translate here:   

We are not supposed to worry about what we shall eat, 

Translate here:   

what we shall drink or what we shall put on. 

Translate here:   

In one of his parables, the parable of the sower and the seed, 

Translate here:   

Jesus says one of the things that makes a Christian unfruitful is 

Translate here:   

concern for the cares and worries of this world. 

Translate here:   

…worries about how much money you are going to make 

Translate here:   

or how much money you are going to lose. 

Translate here:   

Jesus is very clear about these things. 

Translate here:   

He teaches us precisely to seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness 

Translate here:   

and all these other things will be taken care of. 

Translate here:   

I believe that the book of Proverbs ought to agree with these various teachings that are recorded about Jesus in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. 

Translate here:   

The reason that we are mentioning this is 

Translate here:   

that we are going to read something in the book of Proverbs. 

Translate here:   

It seems to contradict the teachings of Jesus. 

Translate here:   

Reading now in Proverbs chapter 10 verses 15 through 16. 

Translate here:   

“The wealth of the rich is their fortress. 

Translate here:   

The poverty of the poor is their calamity. 

Translate here:   

The earnings of the godly enhance their lives, 

Translate here:   

but evil people squander their money on sin.” 

Translate here:   

That was read to you from the New Living Testament.  

Translate here:   

The subject today is the wages of righteousness. 

Translate here:   

Let’s read it in another translation. 

Translate here:   

In the King James Version, it says, 

Translate here:   

“The rich man’s wealth is his strong city. 

Translate here:   

The destruction of the poor is their poverty.”  

Translate here:   

If we look at this on the surface, 

Translate here:   

it says rich people are strong and poor people are weak. 

Translate here:   

Reading from Proverbs in the New International Version, it says, 

Translate here:   

“The wealth of the rich is their fortified city, 

Translate here:   

but poverty is the ruin of the poor.” 

Translate here:   

We have to balance this against what Jesus said. 

Translate here:   

Jesus said in Matthew chapter 5 verse 3 and 5, 

Translate here:   

“Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Translate here:   

Blessed are the meek for they shall inherit the earth.”  

Translate here:   

According to Jesus, 

Translate here:   

the rich and the strong are not the ones to inherit heaven and earth.  

Translate here:   

Not everything in scripture is easily understood.  

Translate here:   

Apparent contradictions may not be easily solved. 

Translate here:   

In fact, before I try to solve this issue 

Translate here:   

about wealth and poverty and wages, 

Translate here:   

I will go to one that I can’t resolve in the book of Proverbs. 

Translate here:   

I am doing this to show that some things are very difficult to resolve. 

Translate here:   

In Proverbs chapter 26, it says, 

Translate here:   

“Answer not a fool according to his folly 

Translate here:   

unless you want to be like him.” 

Translate here:   

And then the very next verse says, 

Translate here:   

“Answer a fool according to his folly, 

Translate here:   

so he won’t be wise in his own conceit.” 

Translate here:   

This proverb in another translation says, 

Translate here:   

“In arguing with fools, don’t answer their foolish arguments 

Translate here:   

or you will become as foolish as they are.” 

Translate here:   

Let’s hear this another way.  

Translate here:   

 “When arguing with fools, 

Translate here:   

be sure to answer fools according to their arguments 

Translate here:   

or they will be wise in their own estimation.” 

Translate here:   

There is spiritual truth in both of these statements, 

Translate here:   

but on the surface they contradict each other. 

Translate here:   

One of them says don’t answer a fool 

Translate here:   

and the other says do answer a fool. 

Translate here:   

When we get to that part of Proverbs, 

Translate here:   

we will solve that one. 

Translate here:   

In the meantime we are going to solve this one 

Translate here:   

here in Proverbs chapter 10 verse 15 about riches and wages. 

Translate here:   

Some statements don’t necessarily mean that this is the way things ought to be, 

Translate here:   

but that this is the way things are. 

Translate here:   

Let’s read this again. 

Translate here:   

“The wealth of the rich is a fortified city, 

Translate here:   

but poverty is the ruin of the poor.” 

Translate here:   

The fact of the matter is that things are that way. 

Translate here:   

Naturally speaking in the world, 

Translate here:   

wealthy people look at their money as their fortified city 

Translate here:   

or as their strength. 

Translate here:   

Poor people look at poverty as their ruin. 

Translate here:   

But is that the way that Jesus looks at it? 

Translate here:   

This proverb is stating how things are, 

Translate here:   

but how should things really be? 

Translate here:   

It says the labor of the righteous tends (leads to) to life. 

Translate here:   

The earnings of the godly enhance their lives, 

Translate here:   

but evil people squander their money on sin.” 

Translate here:   

What about earnings? 

Translate here:   

What about labor? 

Translate here:   

What about wages? 

Translate here:   

We can go to the gospels and get some clear answers on this. 

Translate here:   

Alleluia! I am glad that the Lord Jesus clears some things up. 

Translate here:   

In John chapter 4, Jesus has some lengthy conversation with the woman at the well. 

Translate here:   

She is called the Samaritan woman. 

Translate here:   

I love to speak about John chapter 4, 

Translate here:   

about how he answered her questions 

Translate here:   

about where and how they were supposed to worship. 

Translate here:   

He told her that the time was coming when people were going to worship in spirit and in truth. 

Translate here:   

Immediately following that statement, Jesus’ disciples came 

Translate here:   

and found him standing there still talking to the woman. 

Translate here:   

They didn’t understand what was going on, 

Translate here:   

because they had been away to get some food. 

Translate here:   

They asked him if he wanted something to eat, 

Translate here:   

but he said I have food that you don’t know about. 

Translate here:   

They asked, “Who brought it to you? 

Translate here:   

Jesus explained, 

Translate here:   

“My nourishment comes from doing the will of God who sent me 

Translate here:   

and from finishing his work. 

Translate here:   

Do you think the work of harvesting will not begin until the summer ends four months from now? 

Translate here:   

Look around you. 

Translate here:   

Vast fields are ripening all around you 

Translate here:   

and are ready now for the harvests. 

Translate here:   

The harvesters are paid good wages.  

Translate here:   

 (Now we are on the subject of wages.) 

Translate here:   

And the food they harvest is people brought to eternal life. 

Translate here:   

What joy awaits both the planter and the harvester a like. 

Translate here:   

You know the saying: 

Translate here:   

One person plants and another harvests, 

Translate here:   

and it is true. 

Translate here:   

I sent you to harvest where you didn’t plant. 

Translate here:   

Others had already done the work, 

Translate here:   

and you will gather the harvest.” 

Translate here:   

Now back to Proverbs. 

Translate here:   

“The labor of the righteous tends toward life.” 

Translate here:   

In the New International Version, it says, 

Translate here:   

“The wages of the righteous bring them life.” 

Translate here:   

Jesus is saying here, that the wages I am interested in are not those you collected 

Translate here:   

from your job at the factory 

Translate here:   

or at the office 

Translate here:   

or from the marketplace. 

Translate here:   

He said, “The wages I am talking in the book of Proverbs are not spiritual wages.”  

Translate here:   

The money that you put in your pocket will disappear. 

Translate here:   

He said lay up your treasures in heaven 

Translate here:   

where moth can not eat nor rust decay nor thief steal. 

Translate here:   

There are more valuable wages than those you get in the form of earthly money.

Translate here:   

Jesus says, “ The harvesters are paid good wages.” 

Translate here:   

The wages of the righteous that are referred to in chapter 10 of John,

Translate here:   

are the wages that are paid to those doing the will of God, 

Translate here:   

the work of God. 

Translate here:   

Let’s look again in Proverbs chapter 10. 

Translate here:   

 “The rich man’s wealth is his strong city, 

Translate here:   

and the destruction of the poor is his poverty.” 

Translate here:   

That is the way it is in the world. 

Translate here:   

If you take Jesus out of the picture 

Translate here:   

and if you take the kingdom of God out of the picture, 

Translate here:   

you have people relying on their wealth or crying over their poverty. 

Translate here:   

But Jesus through the writer of Proverbs,  

Translate here:   

says that the wages of the righteous bring them life. 

Translate here:   

By contrast the wages of the righteous have a far more eternal value. 

Translate here:   

The righteous are doing the work of the harvest. 

Translate here:   

They are telling people about the kingdom of God. 

Translate here:   

They are telling people about the lordship of Jesus Christ, 

Translate here:   

and they are telling people about the possibility of new life in Jesus Christ. Alleluia! 

Translate here:   

Not everybody is doing this. 

Translate here:   

Some of us are not earning wages. 

Translate here:   

We are only getting wages from our natural work. 

Translate here:   

We are not doing any spiritual work. 

Translate here:   

I tell you, this is dangerous. 

Translate here:   

Listen to what the Lord says in John chapter 15. 

Translate here:   

He says, “I am the true vine. My Father is the Gardner.  

Translate here:   

He cuts off every branch that doesn’t produce fruit, 

Translate here:   

and he prunes the branches who do bear fruit 

Translate here:   

so that they will bear even more.” 

Translate here:   

Now do you think that this fruit is a paycheck from a local company? 

Translate here:   

In Proverbs, when it talks about the fruit of the wicked, 

Translate here:   

it is referring to sin. 

Translate here:   

Here though, we have a reference to the labor of righteousness or the fruit of righteousness. 

Translate here:   

You see, those words are somewhat interchangeable: 

Translate here:   

the wages of the righteous, the fruit of the righteous. 

Translate here:   

They are almost interchangeable words. 

Translate here:   

Jesus makes it clear here that he is the true vine 

Translate here:   

and his Father is the Gardner. 

Translate here:   

He cuts down every branch that doesn’t produce fruit. 

Translate here:   

He says, “You have already been pruned for greater fruitfulness 

Translate here:   

by the message that I have given you. 

Translate here:   

Remain in me and I will remain in you, 

Translate here:   

for a branch can not produce fruit if it is severed from the vine, 

Translate here:   

and you can not be fruitful apart from me.” 

Translate here:   

This discussion of fruitfulness is related to our recent discussion of the fruit of the lips. 

Translate here:   

Remember that the lips speak of what the heart is full of. 

Translate here:   

The reason that some people are constantly arguing and being critical and “catty” with their mouths 

Translate here:   

is, their heart has not been fixed. 

Translate here:   

What this means is that their heart has not been grafted into the vine. 

Translate here:   

They are not grafted into Jesus. 

Translate here:   

The fruit of righteousness, 

Translate here:   

the labor of the righteous 

Translate here:   

can only be produced by someone who is in the vine, 

Translate here:   

someone who is in Christ. 

Translate here:   

“I am the vine and you are the branches. 

Translate here:   

Those who remain in me and I in them will produce much fruit. 

Translate here:   

Apart from me you can do nothing. 

Translate here:   

Anyone who is apart from me is thrown away 

Translate here:   

like a useless branch ands withers. 

Translate here:   

Those branches are gathered into a pile to be burned, 

Translate here:   

but if you stay joined to me, and my words remain in you, 

Translate here:   

you may ask anything you like and it will be granted. 

Translate here:   

For my true disciples produce much fruit 

Translate here:   

and that brings great glory to my Father.” 

Translate here:   

He says, my disciples bring forth great fruit. 

Translate here:   

The wages of righteousness are what we are talking about in Proverbs chapter 10 verse 15. 

Translate here:   

Proverbs says, “The wages of the righteous tend toward life, 

Translate here:   

but the fruit of the wicked toward sin.” 

Translate here:   

This is a wake up call. This is an announcement. 

Translate here:   

This is an opportunity for us to evaluate our lives. 

Translate here:   

What are we about? 

Translate here:   

What are we focused on? 

Translate here:   

Are you more concerned for a paycheck in your pocket 

Translate here:   

or are you more concerned for a paycheck from your heavenly Father? 

Translate here:   

Look about you. 

Translate here:   

The fields are white for harvest. 

Translate here:   

The workers are paid wonderful wages. 

Translate here:       
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate here:       
God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate here:       
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:          http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

