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Translate here:   

Today we are going to continue studying a subject not everyone agrees with.  

Translate here:   

Proverbs 11:2 states that pride leads to disgrace, 

Translate here:   

but with humility comes wisdom. 

Translate here:   

In my lifetime, I have heard a lot of people emphasize the value of pride.  

Translate here:   

I have seen stores advertising pride in their products. 

Translate here:   

I have seen people speaking about racial pride, proudly identifying with people of their race. 

Translate here:   

I have heard people say that pride is a motivator. 

Translate here:   

It leads people to great accomplishments in sports, business and the world of politics.  

Translate here:   

Yet the Bible says in Proverbs 11:2, 

Translate here:   

“When pride comes, then comes shame, but with the lowly is wisdom.” 

Translate here:   

It appears that we have a conflict or a contradiction 

Translate here:   

between what is taught in the world regarding pride 

Translate here:   

and what the word of God teaches regarding pride. 

Translate here:   

There are those who try to emphasize the value of pride.  

Translate here:   

They are selling pride, 

Translate here:   

and yet here is the Bible that says, 

Translate here:   

“When pride comes, then comes shame, 

Translate here:   

but with the lowly is wisdom.”  

Translate here:   

Let’s establish whether pride is considered to be a high thing or a low thing. 

Translate here:   

Is pride something that the Bible tells us to seek after, 

Translate here:   

or whether, in fact, it is a sin.  

Translate here:   

In Matthew 7:14, Jesus was talking about not being defiled by what you eat.  

Translate here:   

He goes on to speak about the condition of your heart.  

Translate here:   

He said it is not what goes in, 

Translate here:   

but what comes out of your mouth that defiles you.  

Translate here:   

In verse 20 of Mark chapter 7, it says, 

Translate here:   

“And then he (Jesus) added, it is the thought life that defiles you. 

Translate here:   

For from within a person’s heart comes evil thoughts, sexual immoralities, theft, murder, 

Translate here:   

adultery, greed, wickedness, deceit, eagerness for lustful pleasure, 

Translate here:   

envy, slander, PRIDE, and foolishness.  

Translate here:   

All these vile things come from within a person.  

Translate here:   

They are what defile you and make you unacceptable to God.” 

Translate here:   

That is a very strong statement regarding pride.  

Translate here:   

Pride, in this chapter of Mark, is called a vile thing.  

Translate here:   

It says it will make you unacceptable to God. 

Translate here:   

“When pride comes, then comes shame,”  it tells us in Proverbs. 

Translate here:   

“With the lowly is wisdom.  

Translate here:   

Jesus had a right to pride.  He was the top man. 

Translate here:   

He was the leader and he could do anything. 

Translate here:   

Yet he said in Matthew 11, 

Translate here:   

“Take my yoke upon you and learn of me, 

Translate here:   

for I am meek and lowly in heart, 

Translate here:   

and you shall find rest unto your souls.” 

Translate here:   

He was the one person who could legitimately be proud 

Translate here:   

because he was truly the greatest and still is. 

Translate here:   

He was truly the most powerful, 

Translate here:   

and he was truly the most wonderful person in heaven and earth, 

Translate here:   

Yet he said, “I am meek and lowly in heart.”  

Translate here:   

He teaches against pride. 

Translate here:   

I find it interesting that Moses was a very powerful man, 

Translate here:   

not in any way compared to Jesus, 

Translate here:   

but was in the eyes of men a very powerful man. 

Translate here:   

And yet the Bible says about Moses that he was the meekest man on the face of the earth.  

Translate here:   

He did not exalt himself.  

Translate here:   

He did not promote himself.  

Translate here:   

He had what today’s psychologists would call a spirit of low esteem.  

Translate here:   

He didn’t have much respect for himself.  

Translate here:   

Yet God came to him 

Translate here:   

and appointed him to do one of the most important jobs in human history. 

Translate here:   

Moses went to Pharaoh, the ruler of Egypt 

Translate here:   

and said, Let my people go. 

Translate here:   

Moses responded by saying I can’t stand in front of people and speak. 

Translate here:   

Get my brother Aaron to do it.  

Translate here:   

He has the ability to speak.  

Translate here:   

Moses comments about himself certainly didn’t indicate he was a proud man.  

Translate here:   

He was not proud of his speaking capabilities.  

Translate here:   

He deferred to another.  

Translate here:   

He said, go get Aaron.  I can’t do it.  

Translate here:   

Apparently God looks at things differently from the way that man looks at things.  

Translate here:   

Jesus called a small child over to him and set him among his disciples. 

Translate here:   

He said to them,  “I assure you, unless you turn from your sins, 

Translate here:   

and come as little children, 

Translate here:   

you will never get into the kingdom of heaven.  

Translate here:   

Therefore anyone who comes as humble as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven, 

Translate here:   

and anyone who welcomes a little child like this in my name is welcoming me.” 

Translate here:   

Jesus is exalting the idea of a person making himself small in his own eyes.  

Translate here:   

He had a right to all the authority and power when he entered Jerusalem. 

Translate here:   

Yet, Isaiah records, 

Translate here:   

“Your king is coming to you.  

Translate here:   

He is humble riding on a donkey, even on a donkey’s colt.” 

Translate here:   

We have got to resolve this contradiction 

Translate here:   

between what the world teaches about pride and what the Bible teaches about pride.  

Translate here:   

There must something that we can call a “Healthy form of pride” or “a good pride.”  

Translate here:   

There must be something good about pride 

Translate here:   

if people run around exalting it, saying you have got to be proud. 

Translate here:   

I have trouble finding it.  

Translate here:   

I believe that the only thing we should be proud of, is the Lord himself.  

Translate here:   

We need to be excited about Christ and not excited about ourselves.  

Translate here:   

That does not mean that we have a poor self image, or low self esteem.  

Translate here:   

As a matter of fact, the Apostle Paul had a very impression of himself.  

Translate here:   

He said I can do all things.  

Translate here:   

That sounds like a prideful statement, doesn’t it?  

Translate here:   

He says I can do all things, and he could.  

Translate here:   

Paul could do all things.  

Translate here:   

Paul was a powerful man, 

Translate here:   

but he gave credit where credit was due.  

Translate here:   

He didn’t embrace pride and apply it to himself.  

Translate here:   

He said I can do all things through Christ Jesus who strengthens me. 

Translate here:   

In his declaration of his capabilities, he said I can do it, 

Translate here:   

but it is not me who does it.  

Translate here:   

It is Christ in me who does it.  

Translate here:   

There is the dividing line.  

Translate here:   

We are not to have low self esteem and lack of self respect in any manner.  

Translate here:   

We can do all things. 

Translate here:   

We are winners, victors and capable.  

Translate here:   

We can do this.  Christians are “can do” people.  

Translate here:   

They look at the impossible and say it is possible.  

Translate here:   

But they accomplish it by saying, 

Translate here:   

“It is not by might. It is not by power, or my great good intentions, 

Translate here:   

but by the Spirit of God that these things can happen.  Alleluia! 

Translate here:   

So we have Christians with capabilities but not pride.  

Translate here:   

They walk in humility.  

Translate here:   

They walk in recognition of how small they are 

Translate here:   

and how big God is.  

Translate here:   

God is able to do all things, anything, everything in us and through us.  

Translate here:   

As John the Baptists said, 

Translate here:   

“We have to decrease so that he can increase.”  

Translate here:   

 Pride has one of its worst manifestations in what we would refer to as religious pride.  

Translate here:   

Unfortunately, a non-spiritual man, may be put in a position of authority in the church, 

Translate here:   

such as a pastor or bishop, an elder or deacon. 

Translate here:   

Whoever hasn’t been brought through the keyhole, 

Translate here:   

brought through the fire, 

Translate here:   

refined by the Holy Ghost, 

Translate here:   

He faces a great temptation to think too highly of himself.  

Translate here:   

“I have arrived.  I am somebody special.”  

Translate here:   

When he says that, he is using his position pridefully. 

Translate here:   

We see this taught in Matthew chapter 23, 

Translate here:   

 Jesus spoke to the crowds and to his disciples. 

Translate here:   

“The teachers of religious law and the Pharisees are the official interpretators of the scriptures…

Translate here:   

So, practice and obey whatever they say to you, but don’t follow their example.”  

Translate here:   

Jesus said this because he is going to point out pride in their lives.  

Translate here:   

“They don’t practice what they teach.  

Translate here:   

They crush you with impossible religious demands, 

Translate here:   

and they never lift a finger to help ease the burden.”  

Translate here:   

Then he says in verse 5 in chapter 23 of Matthew, 

Translate here:   

“Everything they do is for show.”  

Translate here:   

You see, that is what a prideful person does.  

Translate here:   

They are all show and no go.  

Translate here:   

They are puffed up, thinking they are somebody.  

Translate here:   

Jesus says these people in this position are all show.  

Translate here:   

“On their arms they wear extra wide prayer boxes with scriptures and verses inside.  

Translate here:   

They wear extra long tassels on their robes 

Translate here:   

and how they love to sit at the head table at banquets 

Translate here:   

They seek the most important, prominent seats in the synagogues.  

Translate here:   

They enjoy the attention they get on the streets.  

Translate here:   

They enjoy being called Rabbi. 

Translate here:   

Don’t let anyone call you Rabbi, for you have only one teacher, 

Translate here:   

and all of you are on the same level as brothers and sisters.” 

Translate here:   

I realize that calling a minister “Reverend” 

Translate here:   

or calling a minister “Bishop” is part of our culture, and part of our traditions.  

Translate here:   

We do it to honor them and respect them, but Jesus said don’t do it.  

Translate here:   

Don’t let anyone call you Rabbi.  

Translate here:   

He could easily have said don’t let anyone call you Reverend, 

Translate here:   

for you have only one teacher 

Translate here:   

and all of you are on the same level as brothers and sisters. 

Translate here:   

What he is dealing with is this; 

Translate here:   

the tendency for someone to lift himself up into a position of pride.  

Translate here:   

Finally he teaches that the greatest among you must be a servant.  

Translate here:   

Those who exalt themselves will be humbled, 

Translate here:   

and those who humble themselves will be exalted.  

Translate here:   

Think about this today.  

Translate here:       
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate here:       
God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate here:       
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:          http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com
