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077 Sweet Counsel  - Tuesday

Translate here:  

How many mistakes are you going to make today?  

Translate here:  

How many bad decisions are you going to make today?  

Translate here:  

What are you going to choose to do that is going to have a lasting effect on you 

Translate here:  

that you don’t want to suffer for it later on?  

Translate here:  

Everyday we are faced with making decisions.  

Translate here:  

There are small decisions and there are big decisions.  

Translate here:  

We desire to make right decisions, so what do most of us do? 

Translate here:  

Some of us blunder ahead and don’t worry about it, 

Translate here:  

but if we have been burned a few times, 

Translate here:  

we may actually go out and ask for counsel, or ask for help.  

Translate here:  

We get someone else’s opinion regarding what it is that we are supposed to do.  

Translate here:  

This is totally appropriate.  

Translate here:  

We are in the book of Proverbs in chapter 11 verse 14.  

Translate here:  

Here the word of the Lord.  It says, 

Translate here:  

“Where no counsel is, the people fall, 

Translate here:  

but in the multitude of counselors, there is safety.” 

Translate here:  

This phrase, “The multitude of counselors” is repeated several times in the book of Proverbs.  

Translate here:  

In other words, it is not necessary to limit your decision-making to any one source. 

Translate here:  

It says where there is a multitude of counselors; there is safety.  

Translate here:  

Where there is no counsel, the people fall.  

Translate here:  

This business of counsel or wise advice or guidance is spoken of in the book of Proverbs over 20 times.  

Translate here:  

Today we will look at several of the references to it, 

Translate here:  

but we won’t try to cover the whole subject today, because it is a big subject.  

Translate here:  

There are multiple references in the book of Proverbs.  

Translate here:  

It has everything to do with how we make decisions.  

Translate here:  

It has everything to do with whether we make the right decisions. 

Translate here:  

I am going to suggest that little decisions are just as important as big decisions. 

Translate here:  

In the gospels it tells us, if we are faithful in small things, 

Translate here:  

then we will be faithful in great things.  

Translate here:  

When we demonstrate faithfulness in small things, 

Translate here:  

then God gives us greater responsibility.

Translate here:  

So, one of the things we need to learn to do is to find good counsel 

Translate here:  

or wise advice in even the small things of life. 

Translate here:  

We particularly need to find wise advice or good counsel in very large things.  

Translate here:  

Not only do we need it, but when it refers to the people, 

Translate here:  

in Proverbs 11:14, the New International Version says, 

Translate here:  

“For lack of guidance, a nation fails, but many advisors make the victory sure.”  

Translate here:  

So counsel is good for us individually.  

Translate here:  

We need advice individually.  

Translate here:  

And counsel is also good for us as a people and as a nation.  

Translate here:  

Yesterday we looked at the concept of the city of God.  

Translate here:  

The verse said, “The righteous people make glad the city of God.”  

Translate here:  

We saw how the city of God could be referred to as the church.  

Translate here:  

The church is the city of God.  It is Mount Zion.  

Translate here:  

We have come to Mount Zion. 

Translate here:  

Oh, City, Oh City of God, wonderful things are spoken of you.  

Translate here:  

Our gathering, as a congregation of believers can be referred to as the city of God.  

Translate here:  

We are a light, a city set on a hill, 

Translate here:  

and our light shines forth from the congregation of the saints.  

Translate here:  

So the church needs wise counsel.  

Translate here:  

That is why the New Testament establishes the pattern of setting up a board or group of elders. 

Translate here:  

They as a group make decisions for the church.  

Translate here:  

A board of elders is selected to give wise counsel to the church. 

Translate here:  

We are going to finish today’s session of A Proverb A Day talking about the Counselor, the Holy Spirit. 

Translate here:  

In the Gospel of John, Jesus tells us it is necessary that I go away, 

Translate here:  

that another counselor might come, 

Translate here:  

and he says that this counselor is the Holy Spirit 

Translate here:  

who will teach us and guide us, and lead us into all truth.  

Translate here:  

I want to mention that although the book of Proverbs is talking about wise counsel 

Translate here:  

that is received from friends, and counsel that is received from elders, 

Translate here:  

the best counsel that we can get comes directly from the Holy Spirit.  

Translate here:  

Though we are not finished yet, 

Translate here:  

our conclusion for today will be that the counsel we should follow will be in agreement with the Holy Spirit.  

Translate here:  

The Holy Spirit is the anointing that is within and teaches us all things. 

Translate here:  

If we are receiving good counsel from good men, 

Translate here:  

it will agree with the counsel from the Holy Spirit. 

Translate here:  

Let’s go back to the book of Proverbs.  

Translate here:  

We looked at this some weeks ago, but in Proverbs 1 verse 5, it says:

Translate here:  

“A wise man will hear and will increase in learning, 

Translate here:  

and a man of understanding shall attain unto wise counsels.”  

Translate here:  

We have looked at the fact that when someone else rebukes a wise man, 

Translate here:  

he wears that rebuke as an ornament, as an earring in his ear.  

Translate here:  

He receives the counsel in the form of a rebuke from another as an opportunity for him to learn.  

Translate here:  

If our pride gets in the way when someone rebukes us, 

Translate here:  

we may want to get irritated or angry. 

Translate here:  

We may verbally defend ourselves. 

Translate here:  

Many times when those defenses rise, we lose the benefit of the rebuke. 

Translate here:  

We dismiss the advice and allow ourselves to wallow in self-pity. 

Translate here:  

We say everybody is against me.  Nobody likes me.  

Translate here:  

The fact may very well be that you were rebuked and corrected because of love.  

Translate here:  

Someone was trying to demonstrate to you a better way 

Translate here:  

so that you don’t have to fall.  

Translate here:  

“Where no counsel is, the people fall.”

Translate here:  

Proverbs says in chapter 11 verse 14: 

Translate here:  

“But a wise man will increase in learning 

Translate here:  

and he will attain unto wise counsel.” 

Translate here:  

One of my all-time favorite verses in the Bible is Psalm 1 verse 1.  

Translate here:  

It says, “Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, 

Translate here:  

or stand in the way of sinners, or sit in the seat of mockers.”  

Translate here:  

There are a lot of people who want to give advice.

Translate here:  

And many people go to unwise people to hear what they want to hear.

Translate here:  

We can’t expect wise counsel from unwise people.  

Translate here:  

If the Holy Spirit does not anoint that advice, 

Translate here:  

if it doesn’t come from the heart of God, it is wicked advice.  

Translate here:  

Wicked counsel influences many people.  

Translate here:  

I think the television set is one of the greatest sources of wicked counsel.  

Translate here:  

Most of the advertisements we see try to counsel us or advise us to buy things.  

Translate here:  

The reasons that they state, use both pictures and words to give us bad advice.  

Translate here:  

They tell you that you will be more attractive, 

Translate here:  

more famous, and richer if you buy this product.  

Translate here:  

The advertisements use subtle wicked forms of enticements, giving us advice that is not godly advice.  

Translate here:  

Credit card advertisements use some of the most wicked counsel that you can find.  

Translate here:  

They tell you that you can have money right now.  

Translate here:  

Go get it. You deserve it!  

Translate here:  

Do you deserve it?

Translate here:  

They say they will take of your financial problems.

Translate here:  

You can be free to enjoy the good things in life because you have money.  

Translate here:  

If you really deserve so much, 

Translate here:  

I say, take the money that you have earned, and go pay for what you buy.  

Translate here:  

Proverbs 12:5 tells us that the thoughts of the righteous are right, 

Translate here:  

but the counsels of the wicked are deceit.  

Translate here:  

You see, that is a deceptive concept, that you deserve it right now, immediately. 

Translate here:  

The counsels of the wicked are deceit, but the thoughts of the righteous are right. 

Translate here:  

Proverbs 20 verse 18 tells us that counsel establishes every purpose, 

Translate here:  

and it tells us that with good advice, we can make war.  

Translate here:  

This takes us to another subject area, making war.  

Translate here:  

Why is the book of Proverbs talking to us about making war?  

Translate here:  

In the book of Ephesians chapter 6, it says we are at war, 

Translate here:  

and we don’t war against flesh and blood, 

Translate here:  

but against principalities and powers in high places.  

Translate here:  

As a Christian we are in a daily battle against sin and against the devil.  

Translate here:  

We need wise counsel to conduct this battle.  

Translate here:  

That counsel as I have already stated should and could and can and does come from the Holy Spirit.  

Translate here:  

Jesus says in Luke chapter 14, what king would ever dream of going to war without first sitting down with his counselors 

Translate here:  

to discuss whether his army of 10,000 is strong enough to defeat the 20,000 soldiers.

Translate here:  

Even in the realm of spiritual battle, I think this is teaching us this:

Translate here:  

that we don’t fight every battle.  

Translate here:  

There is evil in the world.  

Translate here:  

We confront the evil that the Commander and Chief of Heaven dictates to us

Translate here:  

We don’t fight battles just because they are there.  

Translate here:  

We fight them because the Holy Spirit is leading us.  

Translate here:  

We take sweet counsel with the Holy Spirit. 

Translate here:  

He directs us and guides us in those things we should pursue.

Translate here:  

He knows the things we should do.

Translate here:  

Sweet counsel coming from the Holy Spirit!  

Translate here:  

John 14:26 says, “But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, 

Translate here:  

whom the Father will send in my name will teach you all things 

Translate here:  

and remind you of everything I have said to you.” 

Translate here:  

There it is.  The Holy Spirit is our counselor.  

Translate here:  

We listen to the Holy Spirit.  

Translate here:  

We get wise advice from the Holy Spirit.  

Translate here:  

He leads us in the daily battle against sin and the devil.  

Translate here:  

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!  

Translate here:  

Where no counsel is, the people fall.  

Translate here:  

That means if you don’t have the Holy Spirit, 

Translate here:  

you will fall all over the place. 

Translate here:  

Where no counsel is, the people fall. 

Translate here:  

Next it says in the multitude of counselors, there is safety.  

Translate here:  

We know there is one Holy Spirit, but he can speak to us in more than one way. 

Translate here:  

He is the anointing that dwells within.  

Translate here:  

He speaks to us in the still small voice of our hearts, 

Translate here:  

but we can also hear the Holy Spirit speaking to us in brothers and sisters in Christ.  

Translate here:  

Listen to what it says in Colossians, chapter 3 verses 16 and 17.  

Translate here:  

“Let the words of Christ in all their richness live in your heart and make you wise.” 

Translate here:  

Use his words to counsel each other.  

Translate here:  

If we have the word of God we will not only receive counsel, 

Translate here:  

but we will give counsel, and it will be wise counsel.  

Translate here:  

It will be the counsel of the Holy Spirit.  

Translate here:  

Be led of the Spirit today, brothers and sisters in Christ.

Translate here:  
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.  

Translate here:  
God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate here:  

A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:  http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

