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090 Wisdom Listens – Friday

Translate:   

Some of the Proverbs that we read sound like good commonsense, 

Translate:   

but as we view them with a spiritual ear and spiritual eye, 

Translate:   

we discover that there is more to learn than common sense.  

Translate:   

There are some serious teachings in what appears to be only common sense.  

Translate:   

That is one of the reasons we are trying to make connections 

Translate:   

We are connecting the book of Proverbs to the gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  

Translate:   

We are looking at the wisdom in the Old Testament 

Translate:   

and comparing it to the teachings in the New Testament, 

Translate:   

because we want to learn to be wise.  

Translate:   

We want to be equipped with the spiritual wisdom that God has for us.  

Translate:   

Listen to this common sense verse from Proverbs chapter 12 verse 15 and 16.  

Translate:   

It says, “Fools think they need no advice, 

Translate:   

but the wise listen to others.  

Translate:   

A fool is quick-tempered 

Translate:   

but a wise person stays calm when insulted.”  

Translate:   

That sounds like plain good common sense.  

Translate:   

Fools think they need no advice, but the wise listen to others.  

Translate:   

We have all seen it.  It is a common thing.  

Translate:   

Fools simply think they need no advice!  

Translate:   

This verse talks also about a fool being quick-tempered, 

Translate:   

but a wise person staying calm when insulted.

Translate:   

That is a real challenge to stay calm when you are insulted.  

Translate:   

A wise person stays calm when he is insulted.  

Translate:   

That is a standard we would expect from a wise person.  

Translate:   

That is something for us all to aim for. 

Translate:   

It is an indication of the way we live our lives.  

Translate:   

Do we allow the wisdom of God to come into our lives, 

Translate:   

or are we quick not listen?  

Translate:   

Show me a hot-tempered person and I will show you a fool, 

Translate:   

because the book of Proverbs says that a fool is quick-tempered.  

Translate:   

Do you question your relationship with Jesus?  

Translate:   

Have you asked yourself the question, am I leaning on the everlasting arms?  

Translate:   

According to this common sense verse in the book of Proverbs, you can evaluate your life.

Translate:   

Do you get easily upset when someone insults you? 

Translate:   

Or do you stay calm when you are insulted?  

Translate:   

Fools don’t think they need any advice, but the wise listen to others.  

Translate:   

I considered these verses and prepared my heart 

Translate:   

in an attempt to bring out some of the life that is in them for us today, 

Translate:   

I believe the Lord led me to a verse in Luke.  

Translate:   

This verse is repeated in Matthew and Mark also.

Translate:   

This is right at the center of Jesus’ teaching.  

Translate:   

He said to the crowd,  “If any of you wants to be my follower, 

Translate:   

you must put aside your selfish ambition 

Translate:   

and shoulder your cross daily and follow me.  

Translate:   

If you try to keep your life for yourself, you will lose it, 

Translate:   

but if you give up your life for me, you will find true life.  

Translate:   

And how do you benefit if you gain the whole world, 

Translate:   

but lose and forfeit your own soul in the process?”  

Translate:   

I see the relationship between this and the verse about the fools, 

Translate:   

in that fools generally are selfish.  They have selfish ambitions.  

Translate:   

They want their own way.  

Translate:   

They don’t see the benefit of giving other people their way, 

Translate:   

or the highest benefit of allowing the Lord to have his way with their life.  

Translate:   

The fact about fools that I find to be universally true is that they are plainly selfish.  

Translate:   

They want things their way and they want them their way now.

Translate:   

This fact is clearly revealed in the book of Romans.  

Translate:   

I am going to read to you chapter 1 of Romans.  

Translate:   

This is something we all should be very familiar with 

Translate:   

and yet I know many people have never heard it.  

Translate:   

This surely teaches us about fools.  

Translate:   

Listen especially when we get to the part that says 

Translate:   

“they knew God but wouldn’t worship him as God, 

Translate:   

and they thought about themselves as being wise.”  

Translate:   

This chapter talks about people who think they are wise. 

Translate:   

They are wise in their own eyes, but they are fools.  

Translate:   

Fools don’t think they need any advice.  Listen as I read Romans chapter 1.

Translate:   

“God shows his anger from heaven against all wicked sinful people 

Translate:   

who push the truth away from themselves.”  

Translate:   

These are people who won’t listen to wise advice from other people. 

Translate:   

It tells us that they know the truth of God instinctively.  

Translate:   

It says that everybody who looks at the skies, a tree, a dog or a baby, 

Translate:   

will at times have the question of God’s existence come into their minds.  

Translate:   

God is all over the place.  Our world is not some cosmic accident.  

Translate:   

We have a creative, loving God who has put this knowledge in everyone’s hearts.  

Translate:   

Look at verse 20.  “From the time the earth was created, 

Translate:   

people have seen the earth and sky and all that God as made.  

Translate:   

They can clearly see his invisible qualities, his eternal power, his divine nature, 

Translate:   

so they have no excuse for not knowing God.”  

Translate:   

The book of Romans says there is no excuse for not knowing God. 

Translate:   

It has often been said, “How about those poor people 

Translate:   

who on the isolated islands in the South Pacific 

Translate:   

who died and never had anyone tell them about God?  

Translate:   

Would God send them to hell, because they don’t know Jesus?”  

Translate:   

I can assure that there are many Christians on the island of the South Pacific.  

Translate:   

One of the wonderful things about the gospel of Jesus Christ is this:

Translate:   

it knows no national or geographic boundaries.  

Translate:   

God has displayed himself in the heavens.  

Translate:   

Everybody knows there is a God 

Translate:   

and they instinctively know they need to seek him out.  

Translate:   

The fools knew God, but they wouldn’t worship him as God.  

Translate:   

They wouldn’t even give him thanks.  

Translate:   

I spent some time with some fools recently, who are very anti-god.  

Translate:   

They don’t care.  They want no part of him.  

Translate:   

Romans says they begin to think up foolish ideas of what God was like.  

Translate:   

The result was that their minds became darkened and confused, 

Translate:   

claiming to be wise, they became utterly fools instead.  

Translate:   

Instead of worshipping the glorious ever-living God, 

Translate:   

they worshipped idols made to look like mere people, or birds and animals and snakes.  

Translate:   

So God let them go ahead and do whatever shameful things their hearts desired.  

Translate:   

As a result, they did vile and degrading things with each others’ bodies.”

Translate:   

Now Paul is about to tell us the end results of being a fool and it is not pretty.  

Translate:   

It is not pretty.  Let’s keep a perspective.  

Translate:   

Let’s understand what is really happening.  

Translate:   

God reveals himself in nature and he reveals himself in the heavens.  

Translate:   

He sends his preachers all over the world to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ.  

Translate:   

And people described in Proverbs chapter 12 verse 15 are fools.  

Translate:   

Fools think they need no advice.  

Translate:   

Not only do they not want any advice, 

Translate:   

but also they make decisions about who is God and what is God.  

Translate:   

Then they begin creating idols that look like mere people, birds, animals and snakes.  

Translate:   

So God let them go ahead and do whatever their shameful hearts desired.  

Translate:   

As a result, they did vile and degrading things with each other’s bodies. 

Translate:   

Instead of believing what they knew was the truth about God, 

Translate:   

they deliberately chose to believe lies, 

Translate:   

so they worshipped the things God made, 

Translate:   

but not the Creator himself who is to be praised forever.  Amen.

Translate:   

The word of God declares that these fools chose to believe lies.  

Translate:   

Verse 26 in Romans chapter 1 says, “That is why God abandoned them to their shameful desires.  

Translate:   

Even the women turned against the natural manner of sex, 

Translate:   

and instead indulged in sex with each other.  

Translate:   

And the men, instead of having normal sexual relationships with women, 

Translate:   

burned with lust for each other.  

Translate:   

Men did shameful things with other men, and as a result suffered within themselves, 

Translate:   

the penalty they so richly reserved.”  

Translate:   

There is a theory that homosexuals are born as homosexuals.

Translate:   

In fact, men publish many articles about this trying to convince us,

Translate:   

and try to get special laws passed to allow them to marry each other.  

Translate:   

But the word of God says they deliberately chose to believe lies. 

Translate:   

They did not think they needed advice from anyone.  

Translate:   

They were fools and so God abandoned them to their shameful desires.  

Translate:   

Verse 28 says, “When they refused to acknowledge God, 

Translate:   

he abandoned them to their evil minds, 

Translate:   

and let them do things that should never be done.  

Translate:   

Their lives became full of every kind of wickedness: 

Translate:   

greed, hate, envy, murder, fighting, deception, malicious behavior and gossip.  

Translate:   

They are back-stabbers, haters of God, insolent, proud, and boastful.  

Translate:   

They are forever inventing new ways of sinning, and disobedient to parents.  

Translate:   

They refuse to understand.  They break their promises.  

Translate:   

They are heartless and unforgiving.  

Translate:   

They are fully aware of God’s death penalty for those who do these things, 

Translate:   

and yet they go right on and do them anyway.  

Translate:   

And worse yet, they encourage others to do them too.”

Translate:   

Romans is talking about the very people we find spoken of, in the book of Proverbs chapter 12 verses 15 and 16.  

Translate:   

Fools think they need no advice, but the wise listen to others.  

Translate:   

Then the scripture continues to say, “A fool is quick tempered.”  

Translate:   

As soon as you challenge somebody about lies that they are deliberately believing, they get angry.  

Translate:   

They get extremely upset.  

Translate:   

They react and call the other person all kinds of names. 

Translate:   

They will challenge the other person’s motives and integrity.  

Translate:   

They will monopolize the conversation, using swelling word of justification, 

Translate:   

and often accuse you of the exact sin they are committing.  

Translate:   

In strong language they will tell you, you are wrong, out of place, meddling, 

Translate:   

and then think up a few choice names to call you. 

Translate:   

We are dealing with extremes here.  

Translate:   

We are dealing with extreme fools, the ones who have left God entirely, 

Translate:   

and God has abandoned them to their sinful desires.

Translate:   

No wonder that they are highly irritated with you.

Translate:   

In fact they will hate you before you ever open your mouth.

Translate:   

But also know that there is foolishness in the church too.  

Translate:   

There are degrees of foolishness.  

Translate:   

James tells us, if you are bitterly jealous, and there are selfish ambitions in your hearts, don’t brag about being wise.  

Translate:   

That is the worse kind of lie, for jealousy and selfishness is not God’s kind of wisdom.   

Translate:   

Such things are earthly, unspiritual and motivated by the devil, 

Translate:   

for wherever there is jealousy and selfish ambition; you will find disorder and every kind of evil.”

Translate:   

First we looked at the extreme example, the people who have abandoned God. 

Translate:   

Now we are looking at the unspiritual people, those who allow bitterness into their hearts.  

Translate:   

They are the ones who are easily insulted, 

Translate:   

where as a wise person stays calm when he is insulted.  

Translate:   

We are finding here the difference between the spiritually wise and the spiritually unwise.

Translate:   

Continuing in James chapter 1 we read that real wisdom comes from heaven.  

Translate:   

It is peace-loving. It is gentle.  It is willing to yield to others.  

\ 

Translate:   

It is full of mercy and good deeds.  

Translate:   

It shows no partiality and it is always sincere.  

Translate:   

A wise person stays calm when insulted.  

Translate:   

So please stay calm today and be a wise person.  

Translate:   

This is brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.  

Translate:   

God bless you.

Translate here:   
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:      http://www.radioencuentro.com 
         Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

