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Translate:  

A dear brother in the Lord whom I have known for many years has a little saying.  

Translate:  

He often repeats it and it is really somewhat frightening, today especially. 

Translate:  

He says, “First comes the revelation and then comes the situation.”  

Translate:  

What he means is that when God teaches us something, 

Translate:  

he doesn’t teach it so we will have good information or know it abstractly, 

Translate:  

but he teaches us so that we can be prepared to face issues of life.  

Translate:  

When situations arise in our lives, we will know the way that God wants us to respond to them.

Translate:  

If first we receive the revelation and then later we receive the situation to apply it, 

Translate:  

then perhaps some difficulty lies ahead for us.  

Translate:  

There may be trouble ahead.  

Translate:  

Maybe that is why so few people teach on this subject.  

Translate:  

Listen to the word of the Lord from Proverbs 13 verse 1.  

Translate:  

It says, “A wise son hears his father’s instruction, but a scorner hears not a rebuke.”  

Translate:  

If you have been regular listener of A Proverb A Day, 

Translate:  

you know I have a habit of reading these verses from more than one translation.  

Translate:  

I pray you have found it valuable.  

Translate:  

It has been useful to me. 

Translate:  

I get a better understanding when I use more than one translation.  

Translate:  

Listen to what the New International Version says,  

Translate:  

 “A wise son heeds his father’s instruction, but a mocker doesn’t listen to a rebuke.”  

Translate:  

And finally Proverbs 13:1 from the New Living Testament,  

Translate:  

“A wise child accepts a parent’s discipline.  A young mocker refuses to listen.”

Translate:  

I know that some of the people listening to this program are parents.  

Translate:  

Some are not, but I think the majority of you are parents.

Translate:  

All of you are sons and daughters of your parents.

Translate:  

So you have the perspective of having pleased or disappointed your parents when you were young.   

Translate:  

You may ask what does this scripture have to do with me.  

Translate:  

Well, clearly I believe that it has to do with the fact that God is our heavenly Father.  

Translate:  

God corrects and God chastens and God disciplines.  

Translate:  

If we are wise children, then we hear his instruction and receive his discipline.  

Translate:  

We don’t reject the rebuke.  We don’t reject the correction that comes our way.  

Translate:  

We learn to love discipline.  

Translate:  

Today’s program could be titled, “Loving Discipline.”  

Translate:  

There are 2 ways to look at this.  

Translate:  

First, we need to understand that discipline is an act of love, 

Translate:  

and we, if we are wise children, love the discipline.  

Translate:  

So let’s talk for a few minutes about loving discipline.

Translate:  

Reading in Hebrews chapter 13 verses 5 through 13, hear the word of the Lord. 

Translate:  

“And you have forgotten that word of encouragement that addresses you as sons.  

Translate:  

My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline 

Translate:  

and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, 

Translate:  

because the Lord disciplines those he loves, and he corrects everyone he accepts as a son.”  

Translate:  

That scripture is profound and important.  

Translate:  

It explains a lot of things about the Christian life.  

Translate:  

Often we wonder, why are things going badly for me?  What happened?  

Translate:  

Frequently the difficulties in our lives, the problems in our lives…, 

Translate:  

they are merely the loving discipline and correction of God.

Translate:  

In II Timothy 3:12, there is another verse that is parallel. 

Translate:  

It says “those who live Godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.”  

Translate:  

Jesus said that through much tribulation we enter the kingdom of heaven.  

Translate:  

Difficulties and persecutions and troubles and hurts come to us as a Christians.  

Translate:  

But they all represent evidence of the loving nature of God in our lives.  

Translate:  

He loves us.  He disciplines us.  

Translate:  

We get persecuted.  

Translate:  

But when we go through persecution, we get stronger in the Lord.  

Translate:  

We depend on God more.  It brings faith to our lives.  

Translate:  

Reading on in Hebrews, it says to endure hardship.  

Translate:  

That is discipline.  

Translate:  

Is there any hardship in your life?  

Translate:  

Is there any difficulty in your life?  

Translate:  

According to the word of the Lord, hardship is a form of discipline.  

Translate:  

Are you having trouble paying your bills?  Is that hard?  

Translate:  

Are you having difficulty with your children?  Is that hard?  

Translate:  

The scripture says to endure hardship.  Learn from it.  

Translate:  

Let me reveal something to you.  

Translate:  

If you have a problem in your family, it is not merely a problem; 

Translate:  

it is an opportunity to know something about the nature of God.  

Translate:  

It is an opportunity to apprehend God’s character and turn the situation around.  

Translate:  

It is a battle to be fought and won by the power and wisdom of the Holy Spirit.  

Translate:  

Hebrews chapter 12 verse 7 tells us to endure hardship.  

Translate:  

God is treating you as sons.  What son is not disciplined by his father?

Translate:  

Every good child undergoes discipline.  

Translate:  

If you are not disciplined, then you are illegitimate children and not true sons.”

Translate:  

That is a strong word.  

Translate:  

It is telling us if there is no hardship in our lives, no difficulty in our lives, 

Translate:  

then maybe we are not true sons.  

Translate:  

Continuing on, “Moreover, we have all had human fathers who have disciplined us, 

Translate:  

and we respected them for it.  

Translate:  

How much more should we submit to the Father of our Spirits and live?”  

Translate:  

Reading back in Proverbs 13:1, “A wise son hears his father’s instruction.”  

Translate:  

In Hebrews, “How much more should we submit to the Father of our Spirits and live.  

Translate:  

Our fathers disciplined us for a little while as they thought best, 

Translate:  

but God disciplines us for our good that we may share in his holiness.  

Translate:  

No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful.  

Translate:  

Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness 

Translate:  

and peace for those who have been trained by it.”

Translate:  

Here we are, sons and daughters of the Most High God, 

Translate:  

with a loving Father who is chastening, rebuking, disciplining and training us.  

Translate:  

He wants us to be like Jesus.  

Translate:  

Jesus is sometimes referred to as our elder brother. 

Translate:  

We are told in the book of Hebrews, that Jesus learned obedience through the things he suffered.  

Translate:  

If Jesus learned obedience through the things he suffered, 

Translate:  

then why should we be surprised if we must learn obedience through the things we suffer?  

Translate:  

Here is a real exhortation.  

Translate:  

Hebrews says, “Therefore, strengthen your feeble arms and weak knees, 

Translate:  

and make level paths for your feet 

Translate:  

so that the lame may not be disabled, but rather healed.”

Translate:  

Stand up and be strong.  Endure hardship. 

Translate:  

This is the world of the God.  Hardship is hard. 

Translate:  

We might be saying it is too hard.  

Translate:  

It is NOT too hard.  Let’s look at other scriptures.  

Translate:  

Let’s look at Psalm 94 verses 12 through 13.  

Translate:  

It says clearly, “Blessed is the man you discipline, Oh Lord, 

Translate:  

the man you teach from your law.”  

Translate:  

Then he promises us, “you grant him relief from days of trouble 

Translate:  

until a pit is dug for the wicked.”  

Translate:  

You see, the discipline, or trouble or rebuke or difficulty that the Christian experiences is temporary.  

Translate:  

It is temporary.  It is for a purpose.  

Translate:  

But the correction that the wicked receive goes with them down to the pit.  

Translate:  

They experience eternal discipline, chastening and rebuke.  

Translate:  

But our rebuke is temporary.  

Translate:  

The promise is that God grants him relief.

Translate:  

You say I haven’t seen the relief.  You say it is too difficult.  

Translate:  

Listen again to the word of the Lord.

Translate:  

In Psalm 118, “The Lord has chastened me severely, but he has not given me over to death.” 
Translate:  

Looking at the extreme situations helps us to better understand some non-extreme situations, 

Translate:  

but the fact of the matter is, even if we die in the disciplining, 

Translate:  

if we are born again, and if we have found the loving arms of Jesus, 

Translate:  

then we have the victory over death, just as the Lord did.  

Translate:  

Death is merely a passing from our trouble into our relief.  Alleluia.

Translate:  

The time span of life is like a vapor or mist that appears for a while

Translate:  

But eternity is forever. The length of it escapes our understanding.  

Translate:  

Psalm 118 says, “Open to me the gates of righteousness.  I will enter and give thanks to the Lord.”  

Translate:  

This is the same man David who says the Lord has chastened me severely.  

Translate:  

He is talking about being chastened severely, 

Translate:  

and in the same breath says, open to me the gates of righteousness, 

Translate:  

and I will enter and give thanks to the Lord.  

Translate:  

This is the Key of David that is spoken of in the book of Revelation. 

Translate:  

The key is the sacrifice of praise and worship. 

Translate:  

 How do we hear the Father’s instructions? 

Translate:  

“A wise son heeds his father’s instruction, 

Translate:  

but a mocker doesn’t listen to a rebuke.”   

Translate:  

If we are wise, we hear it with gladness.  

Translate:  

We hear it with thanksgiving.  

Translate:  

We embrace it. We see it for what it is.  

Translate:  

We recognize that this trouble or difficulty or this hardship is not against us, but it is for us.

Translate:  

It is an opportunity for us to grow. 

Translate:  

It is an opportunity for us to learn.  

Translate:  

It is an opportunity for us to become strong in the Lord.  

Translate:  

Job, the man who knew more about chastening than any man in the Bible states it clearly in chapter 5 verse 18.  

Translate:  

He says, “Blessed it the man whom God corrects, 

Translate:  

so do not despise the discipline of the Almighty.”  

Translate:  

Every time you see the word “blessed”, you can say “happy”.  

Translate:  

That is what the word blessed means.  I am blessed.  

Translate:  

That means, be happy, be wildly happy.  

Translate:  

“Happy is the man whom God corrects.  

Translate:  

So do no despise the discipline of the Lord Almighty, 

Translate:  

for he wounds, but he also binds up.  

Translate:  

He injures, but he heals us.”

Translate:  

Some people say God doesn’t do anything bad to anyone.  

Translate:  

Job said that God wounds but he also binds up. 

Translate:  

He injures, but his hands also heal.  

Translate:  

He goes on to say, “From 6 calamities he will rescue you, and from 7 no harm will befall you.” 

Translate:  

Job is saying even thought the calamities come, we have a Rescuer.  

Translate:  

We have a Redeemer.  Alleluia.

Translate:  

I have often looked at my problems and pressures in this manner.

Translate:  

Yes, my finances are tight and I am not sure if I can pay my bills.

Translate:  

Yes, I have indigestion that hinders me from getting as much work done as I want.

Translate:  

Yes, my mother is nearly blind and has continual trouble breathing.

Translate:  

Then I think that all of this is small compared to problems I could have.

Translate:  

I could have problems much worse than these.

Translate:  

I could have many, many more problems than I do.

Translate:  

I am thankful for such things as my children being in good health,

Translate:  

Or my family having food to eat,

Translate:  

Or my life not being threatened by a deadly disease.

Translate:  

Have you ever thought, if I just didn’t have this one particular problem, I could be happy.

Translate:  

You probably think about that problem a lot.  

Translate:  

It keeps you upset or fearful so that you can’t be happy.

Translate:  

Did you know that God has provided a way of escape?  

Translate:  

You don’t have to dwell on the problem.

Translate:  

In Phillippians 4:8, it says, “Whatever things are true, whatever things are honest, 

Translate:  

whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, 

Translate:  

whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report: 

Translate:  

if there is any good value, if there is any praise, then think on these things.”

Translate:  

This takes an effort on your part, but you can do this.

Translate:  

Reading from Revelation 3:20, it says: “Behold, I stand at the door and knock.  

Translate:  

To him that overcomes will I grant to sit with me on my throne.”  

Translate:  

This is the promise of the Lord.  Hear the discipline of the Lord today.  

Translate:  

This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.  

Translate:  

God bless you.

