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105 Life and Light – Friday

Translate:   

To some it may appear that the book of Proverbs jumps around,

Translate:   

going from one subject to another.  

Translate:   

Yesterday we were looking at Proverbs chapter 13 verses 7 and 8 

Translate:   

where it talked about pretending to be poor and pretending to be rich.  

Translate:   

It said that some who pretended to be rich were really poor, 

Translate:   

and some who are apparently poor in things of this life, 
Translate:   

are truly rich in God.  

Translate:   

Now verse 9 comes next in Proverbs and says this: 

Translate:   

“The light of the righteous rejoices, 

Translate:   

but the lamp of the wicked shall be put out.”  

Translate:   

Those two verses don’t seem to be connected.
Translate:   

How are money and light connected?  

Translate:   

But before we are finished with this subject, 

Translate:   

I believe we will see a connection between the light of the righteous 

Translate:   

which refers to the “understanding of the righteous” 

Translate:   

or the “revelation that the righteous have.”  

Translate:   

The light of the righteous is what a person can see clearly and knows about God.  

Translate:   

We will see a relationship between what we know about God, 

Translate:   

and this previous verse that talks about our attitude toward our money.

Translate:   

At the end of today’s message, I will compare yesterday’s message to today’s message.

Translate:   

But before we get to that point, let’s talk about the light of the righteous.  

Translate:   

The light of the righteous is ultimately Jesus.  

Translate:   

The scripture tells us that Jesus is the light of the world, 

Translate:   

but we want to be clear on this fact: 

Translate:   

that whenever the Bible talks about light, it is talking about revelation.  

Translate:   

It is talking about understanding.  

Translate:   

How well can you see?  

Translate:   

If you go into a dark room where there is no light, you can’t see very well.  

Translate:   

If you have light, you can see, so we need spiritual light to truly see.  

Translate:   

We need spiritual understanding.  

Translate:   

We need spiritual revelation.  

Translate:   

That is why we are studying the book of Proverbs, 

Translate:   

to gain wisdom and to gain understanding.

Translate:   

Today we are going to gain understanding about what it means when the Bible says, 

Translate:   

“You are the light of the world.”  

Translate:   

Let’s start by looking in the book of Isaiah in chapter 42 verse 1.  

Translate:   

There is a reference here to him being light, 

Translate:   

but before we get to that reference, here are some beautiful remarks about the Lord Jesus.

Translate:   

I want to read it because it is a lovely thing to do.  

Translate:   

It is wonderful to remind ourselves of the character and person of Jesus.

Translate:   

It says, “Look at my servant whom I have strengthened.  

Translate:   

He is my chosen one and I am pleased with him.  

Translate:   

I have put my spirit on him.”  

Translate:   

God is talking about Jesus.  

Translate:   

“He (Jesus) will reveal justice to the nations.  

Translate:   

He will be gentle.  

Translate:   

He will not shout or raise his voice in public.  

Translate:   

He will not crush those who are weak, 

Translate:   

or quench the smallest hope.”  

Translate:   

That is a very comforting scripture today.  

Translate:   

That is one we can deposit in our memory bank and say Alleluia for that.  

Translate:   

It says, “He will not quench the smallest hope.”  

Translate:   

Some of us are living with small hope today, 

Translate:   

but he promises us he won’t quench it.  

Translate:   

He won’t cut it off.  

Translate:   

If you have the smallest hope, you still have hope.  

Translate:   

Isn’t that wonderful?  

Translate:   

“He will bring justice to all who have been wronged.  

Translate:   

He will not stop until truth and righteousness prevail throughout the earth.  

Translate:   

Even distant lands beyond the sea will wait for his instructions.  

Translate:   

God, the Lord, created the heavens and stretched them out.  

Translate:   

He created the earth and everything in it.  

Translate:   

He gives breath and life to everyone in the entire world.  

Translate:   

And it is he who says I have called you to demonstrate my righteousness.”  

Translate:   

This reference is very much related to where we are going today 

Translate:   

about our being the light of the world, 

Translate:   

talking about the light of the Godly, 

Translate:   

the revelation and understanding of the Godly. 

Translate:   

“I the Lord have called you to demonstrate my righteousness.  

Translate:   

I will guard and support you, 

Translate:   

for I have given you to my people, as a personal confirmation of my covenant with them.”  

Translate:   

He is still talking about Jesus being given to us his people.  

Translate:   

He prophesied that Jesus would be a light to guide all nations.  

Translate:   

Continuing on in Isaiah, “He will open the eyes of the blind 

Translate:   

and free the captives from prison.  

Translate:   

He will release those who sit in dark dungeons.” 

Translate:   

I would like to focus on this phrase. 

Translate:   

“I will open the eyes of the blind, and free the captives from prison.”  

Translate:   

We know when Jesus walked on the face of the earth, 

Translate:   

that he healed people who were physically blind, 

Translate:   

but the emphasis today is on spiritual blindness. 

Translate:   

Let’s look back to Proverbs chapter 13:9.  

Translate:   

It says the life of the Godly is full of light and joy.  

Translate:   

If the scripture tells us that our life is full of light and joy, 

Translate:   

it is not referring to things like electricity or batteries.  

Translate:   

We are told that the life of the Godly is full of understanding, 

Translate:   

full of wisdom, knowledge, truth, and revelation.  

Translate:   

But then it tells us that the sinner’s light is snuffed out.

Translate:   

It tells us that the lamp of the wicked shall be put out.  

Translate:   

Their lamp shall be put out!  

Translate:   

That means that those who do not embrace Jesus Christ, 

Translate:   

though they have some understanding and light, they will lose it.  

Translate:   

Their lamp of the wicked is snuffed out.  

Translate:   

We will see that more clearly as we go on.  

Translate:   

In a similar way, Jesus taught us about salt and compares it to light.  

Translate:   

Listen to Matthew chapter 5 verses 13 through 16.  

Translate:   

He tells us, “You are the salt of the earth, 

Translate:   

but what good is salt if it has lost its flavor? 

Translate:   

Can you make it useful again?  

Translate:   

It will be thrown out and trampled under foot.  It is worthless.  

Translate:   

You are the light of the world, 

Translate:   

a city on a mountain glowing for all to see.  

Translate:   

Don’t hide your light under a basket.  

Translate:   

Instead, put it on a stand and let it shine for all.  

Translate:   

In the same way let your good deeds shine out for all to see, 

Translate:   

so that everyone will praise your heavenly Father.”

Translate:   

Isaiah said that Jesus was the light of the world, 

Translate:   

and then Jesus turns around and tells us that we are the light of the world.  

Translate:   

We hold the keys to hell and death.  

Translate:   

In our puny brains is stored up information that can bring peace to the nations, 

Translate:   

that can bring health to the nations.  

Translate:   

Our knowledge of Jesus is the only hope this world has of surviving.  

Translate:   

We must obtain this light.  We must grow in understanding.  

Translate:   

We can’t allow any subject to be too hard to study.  

Translate:   

We can say, “Oh, that is too hard.” 

Translate:   

No, we have to dig.  

Translate:   

We have learned already in Proverbs, that if we will seek for wisdom 

Translate:   

as for a treasure hidden in a field, that we will find it.  

Translate:   

We have to dig.  

Translate:   

We are digging this morning into the nature of understanding and the nature of light.  

Translate:   

Light is revelation.  Light is understanding.  

Translate:   

Light is inspiration from the Holy Spirit.  

Translate:   

Reading in Matthew Chapter 6, it says, “Your eye is a lamp for your body.”  

Translate:   

Your eye….  What you look at, what you see…. 

Translate:   

Listen carefully.  “A pure eye lets sunshine into your soul, 

Translate:   

but an evil eye shuts out the light and plunges you into darkness.  

Translate:   

If the light you really have is darkness, 

Translate:   

how deep that darkness will be.”

Translate:   

Now we are getting to the heart of the matter that we referred to in the beginning.  

Translate:   

Some of us think that we are following Jesus and think that we are pleasing God, 

Translate:   

But we may have a wrong understanding about what pleases God.  

Translate:   

Getting back to the money issue.  

Translate:   

Paul tells us in I Timothy 6:5 that, “Some people count (or think) gain is Godliness.”  

Translate:   

There are some people who think having a lot of money is Godliness.

Translate:   

They assume God likes them because they have money.  

Translate:   

But Paul goes on to say that true Godliness is “contentment.”  

Translate:   

If you are content with what you have then you have gained Godliness.  

Translate:   

This constant striving for more, more, more is a delusion.  

Translate:   

That is a lie.  That is a false life.  

Translate:   

An evil eye shuts out the light and plunges you into darkness.  

Translate:   

If the light you think you have is really darkness, 

Translate:   

how deep that darkness will be.

Translate:   

To prove that we are still talking about money,

Translate:   

because remember Proverbs 13:8 talks about richness and poorness 

Translate:   

and the next verse Proverbs 13:9 talks about light.  

Translate:   

Well, in Matthew chapter 28 where we were yesterday, 

Translate:   

it says if the light you think you have is really darkness, 

Translate:   

how deep that darkness will be.  

Translate:   

Then it goes on to say in verse 24, “No man can serve 2 masters, 

Translate:   

for you will hate one and love the other, 

Translate:   

or be devoted to one and despise the other.  

Translate:   

You can not serve both God and money.”  

Translate:   

These two subjects were right next to each other in the book of Proverbs.  

Translate:   

Some people think they are rich when they are poor.  

Translate:   

Some who appear to be poor are really rich.  

Translate:   

Then it jumps into the subject of the light of the Godly 

Translate:   

and the lamp of the wicked being snuffed out.  

Translate:   

These two ideas are right next to each other in Proverbs too, 

Translate:   

just as they are right next to each other in Matthew.

Translate:   

Jesus is saying if the light you have is really darkness, how deep that darkness will be, 

Translate:   

and next he jumps into this statement, “You can’t serve God and money.”  

Translate:   

Our understanding regarding money has a lot to do with whether we have the real light.  

Translate:   

You may hear some who teach that gain is Godliness.  

Translate:   

They preach a lot about money.  

Translate:   

Here is what Paul says about them in 2 Corinthians.  

Translate:   

He says that these people are false apostles.  

Translate:   

They have fooled you by disguising themselves as apostles of Christ, 

Translate:   

but I am not surprised.  

Translate:   

Even Satan can disguise himself as an angel of light.  

Translate:   

So it is no wonder that his servants can also do it 

Translate:   

by pretending to be Godly ministers.  

Translate:   

In the end they will get every bit of punishment that their wicked deeds deserve.

Translate:   

This verse is frequently quoted. 

Translate:   

 “Satan can disguise himself as an angel of light,” 

Translate:   

but seldom do we see the next verse where it says that there are ministers…. 

Translate:   

There are servants of God, who are doing the same thing, 

Translate:   

and in the end they are going to get every bit of punishment they deserve.  

Translate:   

That is something to think about today.

Translate:   

But if we look to God for true understanding and wisdom,

Translate:   

we will receive it from him.

Translate:   

James chapter 1 verse 5 says, “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God,

Translate:   

who gives generously to all men (meaning to anyone).”

Translate:   

God will do that for us.

Translate:   

Because he loves us, he will lighten our path. 

Translate:   

And that path is knowledge of Christ Jesus.

Translate:   

I will close with a verse from II Corinthians 4:6:

Translate:   

“For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, 

Translate:   

has shined in our hearts, 

Translate:   

to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God 

Translate:   

in the face of Jesus Christ;”

Translate:   

So pursue the knowledge of God, which is light, and walk in that light today. 

Translate:   

This Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate:  

God bless you, and have a great day!
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