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TRANSLATE:  

Join me today as we endeavor to reach into the treasure chest.  

TRANSLATE:  

That is right! The treasure chest of God’s word.  

TRANSLATE:  

Paul said in writing to the Ephesians, “I did nothing to deserve it, 

TRANSLATE:  

and though I am the least deserving Christian, 

TRANSLATE:  

I was chosen for this special joy of telling the Gentiles 

TRANSLATE:  

about the endless treasures available to them in Christ.”  

TRANSLATE:  

This is the Apostle Paul speaking in Ephesians chapter 3 verse 8.  

TRANSLATE:  

He talks about the endless treasures available to them in Christ.  

TRANSLATE:  

There is a treasure for us today that is found in the book of Proverbs, 

TRANSLATE:  

and we are going to find it by digging into the treasure chest, 

TRANSLATE:  

because what this proverb says on the outside isn’t what it says on the inside.  

TRANSLATE:  

There are things inside this proverb that are truly rich.  

TRANSLATE:  

We wouldn’t see them if it were not for the fact that the riches of God are endless.  

TRANSLATE:  

 (That concept alone is mind-boggling.  God’s riches are endless.  

TRANSLATE:  

We live on an earth with only so many resources, so we think, 

TRANSLATE:  

but God’s riches are endless.)  

TRANSLATE:  

Look with at Proverbs chapter 14 verse 4.  

TRANSLATE:  

In the King James Version it says, where no oxen are, the crib is clean, 

TRANSLATE:  

but much increase is by the strength of the ox.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Does that seem to you to be a rich verse?  

TRANSLATE:  

Does that just leap off the page at you 

TRANSLATE:  

and tell you “Wow! That is full of treasure”?  

TRANSLATE:  

Well maybe it does and maybe it doesn’t, but to me it does.  

TRANSLATE:  

The Lord has spoken to me many times out of this verse.  

TRANSLATE:  

Let’s listen to it out of the New International Version.  

TRANSLATE:  

It says that where there are no oxen, the manger is empty, 

TRANSLATE:  

but through the strength of an ox comes an abundant harvest.  

TRANSLATE:  

The Living Testament says, “An empty stable stays clean, 

TRANSLATE:  

but no income comes from an empty stable.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Well what is it talking about here?  

TRANSLATE:  

Is it talking about stables?  

TRANSLATE:  

Is it talking about oxen?  

TRANSLATE:  

Well, it certainly is, saying specifically that where there is no ox, the crib is clean.  

TRANSLATE:  

But clean from what?  

TRANSLATE:  

If you have any experience at all with farm animals, 

TRANSLATE:  

and you have a crib or a stall where animals are kept, 

TRANSLATE:  

you know one of the tasks concerning that stall.

TRANSLATE:  

 It has to be periodically cleaned out.  

TRANSLATE:  

The “increase” or the “strength of the ox” referred to here is the manure.  

TRANSLATE:  

The animal eats.  The food passes through its stomach, 

TRANSLATE:  

and produces manure that piles up in the stall.  

TRANSLATE:  

It tells us stalls collect manure, but it points out something though:  

TRANSLATE:  

if the stable is empty, in other words, if you don’t have an ox, 

TRANSLATE:  

then you don’t have a problem.  You don’t have to clean up.  

TRANSLATE:  

That is just like a meal.  

TRANSLATE:  

If you don’t eat, then you don’t have any dirty dishes.  

TRANSLATE:  

So many people don’t like dirty dishes.  

TRANSLATE:  

They don’t like washing dishes.  

TRANSLATE:  

If they had a proper perspective about it, 

TRANSLATE:  

they would realize that those dirty dishes meant that they got to eat.  

TRANSLATE:  

People who don’t get to eat would rejoice over dirty dishes, 

TRANSLATE:  

because those dirty dishes are a sign that they have had food.  

TRANSLATE:  

This can also be compared to income taxes.  

TRANSLATE:  

People complain about taxes, 

TRANSLATE:  

but the truth is if you don’t have any income, 

TRANSLATE:  

then you don’t have to pay any income taxes.   

TRANSLATE:  

So if you are paying income taxes, you can rejoice because you have an income. 

TRANSLATE:  

If you have a dirty stall, the reason is that you have an ox.  

TRANSLATE:  

The verse says that where there are no oxen, the manger is empty, 

TRANSLATE:  

but in the strength of an ox comes an abundant harvest.  

TRANSLATE:  

Well, some people have indicated that this proverb refers to the simple matter of working.  

TRANSLATE:  

If you have a farm and you have crops 

TRANSLATE:  

and have a way of plowing the ground, planting the seed and so on, 

TRANSLATE:  

then you could look at this proverb in a purely natural level.  

TRANSLATE:  

You could look at it in the simple reality of running a farm.  

TRANSLATE:  

If you have been listening to A Proverb A Day very long, 

TRANSLATE:  

you know that Brother Steve tends to look at the spiritual lesson in these proverbs.  

TRANSLATE:  

I think this one is referring to work.  

TRANSLATE:  

I think it is referring to harvesting.  Working and harvesting.   

TRANSLATE:  

What does this tell us about the kingdom of God?  

TRANSLATE:  

Let’s look at John chapter 4 verses 34 through 38.  

TRANSLATE:  

“Then Jesus explained.  My nourishment comes from doing the will of God who sent me and from finishing his work.”  

TRANSLATE:  

The Lord is going to speak to us about work next.  

TRANSLATE:  

“Do you think the work of harvesting does not begin until the summer ends 4 months from now?”  

TRANSLATE:  

Now he is talking about harvesting.  

TRANSLATE:  

It sounds to me like it has a connection to Proverbs 14:4.  

TRANSLATE:  

It says, “From the strength of an ox comes an abundant harvest.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Is he talking about the grain that grows in the ground?  Let’s read on.  

TRANSLATE:  

“Look around you.  Vast fields are ripening all around us and are ready now for the harvest.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Is he talking about corn or wheat?  

TRANSLATE:  

“The harvesters are paid good wages….”  

TRANSLATE:  

This may not be true in the area you live in.  

TRANSLATE:  

Often agricultural workers get very small wages, 

TRANSLATE:  

but he is saying that these harvesters are paid good wages, and then he explains it.  

TRANSLATE:  

“And the fruit that they harvest is people brought to eternal life.  

TRANSLATE:  

What joys await both the planter and the harvester alike!  

TRANSLATE:  

You know the saying that one person plants, and someone else harvests it?   

TRANSLATE:  

It is true.  I sent you to harvest where you didn’t plant.  

TRANSLATE:  

Others had already done the work, and you will gather the harvest.”  

TRANSLATE:  

It is because of this reference in John 

TRANSLATE:  

that I believe that the reference in Proverbs isn’t speaking about corn, wheat or cotton.  

TRANSLATE:  

“From the strength of an ox comes an abundant harvest.”  

TRANSLATE:  

What did we find in the stall when the ox was present?  We found manure.  

TRANSLATE:  

We found the less pleasant side of the presence of the ox.  

TRANSLATE:  

Looking into the treasure box today, I want to tell you that whenever there is an exciting time in Jesus, 

TRANSLATE:  

that whenever the people of God are involved in the work of God, there is manure.  

TRANSLATE:  

There is spillage.  Not everything is done perfectly.  

TRANSLATE:  

I have been in communities that were in revival that were seeing the harvests, 

TRANSLATE:  

the vast fields full of human souls ripening and being brought into the Household of God.  

TRANSLATE:  

And very often some of the people who were leading others to Jesus were people who had just gotten saved themselves, 

TRANSLATE:  

and lots of times they didn’t have a clear understanding of the Gospel.  

TRANSLATE:  

A lot of times they are not clean because they have just been plucked from the fire themselves.  

TRANSLATE:  

You can still smell the smoke on their clothes. 

TRANSLATE:  

The way I understand this reference in Proverbs 14 verse 4 to mean is this: 

TRANSLATE:  

when the work of God is being done, there are mistakes.  

TRANSLATE:  

There are problems.  Some things don’t seem to be right, 

TRANSLATE:  

but this increase or manure is evidence of the fact that work is being done.  

TRANSLATE:  

It is evidence that the Gospel is being proclaimed 

TRANSLATE:  

and that the fields that are ripe for harvests are being brought in.  

TRANSLATE:  

TRANSLATE:  

Some of us don’t go out and move in the things of God because we are afraid of mistakes.  

TRANSLATE:  

Perhaps we won’t say the right thing, or quote the right scripture, or we won’t do the right thing.  

TRANSLATE:  

It is this fear of not doing the right thing that often gives us an empty stall.  

TRANSLATE:  

There is nobody doing any work, because everybody is afraid of what is going to happen.  

TRANSLATE:  

I would like to deal with that today.  

TRANSLATE:  

I would like to say, “Go ahead and don’t worry about the manure.  

TRANSLATE:  

You should worry about the harvest.  The manure will be taken care of.”  

TRANSLATE:  

The Lord of the harvest will clean up the stall.  

TRANSLATE:  

Look at Proverbs chapter 24 verse 16.  

TRANSLATE:  

It says,  “Just men fall seven times and rises up again.”  

TRANSLATE:  

That is good news.  You know the righteous do fall, but God picks them up. 

TRANSLATE:  

That is the message of the Gospel.  He is a Redeemer.  

TRANSLATE:  

He fixes things that are broken. 

TRANSLATE:  

In the Living Testament, it says that these righteous people may trip seven times, but each time they will rise again.”  

TRANSLATE:  

God is a God of picking up the people that make manure.  

TRANSLATE:  

Don’t worry about the manure. Worry about the harvest.  

TRANSLATE:  

And why should we be surprised if there is manure, 

TRANSLATE:  

because it says in Psalm 34 that many are the afflictions of the righteous man, 

TRANSLATE:  

but the Lord delivers him out of them all.  

TRANSLATE:  

In other words, there are problems that we are going to face.  

TRANSLATE:  

There are chances for mistakes that will confront us over and over again. 

TRANSLATE:  

In Psalm 34, it says that the righteous face many troubles, but Lord rescues him from each and every one.  

TRANSLATE:  

We can go ahead and work.  

TRANSLATE:  

We can walk right into that harvest field, and start plucking, 

TRANSLATE:  

even though we make mistakes, even though we have troubles, 

TRANSLATE:  

because we have a Lord that rescues us from every trouble.  

TRANSLATE:  

Yes, we make mistakes, but Psalm 37 tells us, 

TRANSLATE:  

 “The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord.  He delights in his way. 

TRANSLATE:  

Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down, 

TRANSLATE:  

for the Lord upholds him with his hand.”   

TRANSLATE:  

So maybe you didn’t read the right scripture.  

TRANSLATE:  

Maybe you didn’t teach the right doctrine.  

TRANSLATE:  

Hey! Though you fall, you will not be utterly cast down, 

TRANSLATE:  

for the Lord upholds you with his right hand.  

TRANSLATE:  

There is an increase of manure AND there is an increase of strength.  

TRANSLATE:  

That is a good problem.  

TRANSLATE:  

I would rather have a bit of manure and have a harvest, 

TRANSLATE:  

than to have no manure at all and have no harvest at all.  

TRANSLATE:  

The Lord is calling us to work and not wait until we are perfect.  

TRANSLATE:  

He sent his disciples out and they came back, delighted that Satan had fled when they spoke.  

TRANSLATE:  

And Jesus said, “Your understanding is wrong, 

TRANSLATE:  

being concerned about the manure in life.  

TRANSLATE:  

Don’t rejoice over the fact that Satan fled.  

TRANSLATE:  

Rejoice that your name is written in the Lambs Book of Life.”  

TRANSLATE:  

You see, he corrected them because of their mis-directed ideas, 

TRANSLATE:  

and he made it clear to them that it was okay. 

TRANSLATE:  

There is Satan’s mess and there is the harvest of souls for eternal life.  

TRANSLATE:  

Let’s be concerned today with the strength of the ox.  

TRANSLATE:  

The fields are ripe for harvest.

TRANSLATE:  

This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

TRANSLATE:  

God bless you and have a great eternity.

TRANSLATE:  

A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate Here:      http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com.
