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Translate:

In the last session of A Proverb A Day, we looked at the idea of people having eyes 

Translate:

but not being able to see, 
Translate:

having ears but not being able to hear, 

Translate:

and we learned from Isaiah and from Jesus, why this is true.

Translate:

 This whole problem had to do with the state of their hearts.   

Translate:

Their hearts were hard. 

Translate:

We are reading this morning from Proverbs 14 verse 8.  

Translate:

“The wisdom of the prudent is to understand his way, 

Translate:

but the folly of fools is deceit.” 

Translate:

In the New International Version it says this: 

Translate:

“The wisdom of the prudent is to give thought to their ways, or consider their ways.  

Translate:

The wise look ahead and see what is coming.  

Translate:

The fools deceive themselves. as it says in the Living Testament.  

Translate:

Consider your ways.  Think about yourself.  

Translate:

What kind of a person are you?

Translate:

How do you do things?  

Translate:

How do you look at things?  

Translate:

Are you living in truth, or are you living in denial?   

Translate:

Are you thinking saying to yourself, “I’m okay.  

Translate:

I’m not really a bad person”?   

Translate:

Or do you see the truth about yourself?  

Translate:

Proverbs 23 verse 23: that should be an easy verse to remember…. 23:23. 

Translate:

You may want to write that down on a little piece of paper in the back of your mind.  

Translate:

It instructs us: “Buy the truth and do not sell it.  

Translate:

Get wisdom discipline and understanding.” 

Translate:

Once you know the truth, don’t change it or forget it. 

Translate:

We are talking today about considering our ways, 

Translate:

giving thought to our ways, looking ahead to see what is coming, 

Translate:

and buying the truth.  

Translate:

Why would we want to buy the truth?  

Translate:

Why is it so important to buy the truth?  

Translate:

Because Truth and grace are married.  

Translate:

If you do not have truth, you can’t get grace.  

Translate:

They are combined in the person of Jesus. 

Translate:

The Apostle John tells us that in chapter 1 verse 17. 

Translate:

“For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.”  

Translate:

Grace is the thing that lets us go free.  

Translate:

It is like getting caught by a policeman while speeding down the highway.  

Translate:

You deserve a speeding ticket, 

Translate:

but for some unknown reason, the policeman doesn’t give you a ticket 

Translate:

But he warns you to slow down.  That is grace. 

Translate:

You see, we deserve judgment, but Christ in his grace will set you free.  

Translate:

When we have failed and when we have fallen 

Translate:

and when we haven’t done what we should have done….

Translate:

when because of our wicked heart, we have hurt people or hurt ourselves, 

Translate:

grace is available to us.  

Translate:

But there is no grace apart from truth.  

Translate:

You have to buy the truth, about your condition.  

Translate:

You have to buy the truth about your heart.  

Translate:

Jeremiah chapter 17 verses 9 and 10 tells us this:  

Translate:

“The human heart is most deceitful and desperately wicked!  

Translate:

Who really knows how bad it is?  But I know.  

Translate:

I, the Lord, search all hearts and examine secret motives.  

Translate:

I give all people their due rewards according to what their actions deserve.”  

Translate:

Now here is the truth.  The truth is that our hearts are most deceitful, 

Translate:

according to the word of God….desperately wicked.  

Translate:

What that means is that our hearts will lie to ourselves.  

Translate:

It is our lying heart that will say  “Hey, everything is really alright.”  

Translate:

You say you are okay.  You are not such a bad guy.  

Translate:

You help people whenever you get a chance.  

Translate:

You may even go to church regularly.  

Translate:

You may give the preacher some money occasionally.  

Translate:

You believe that you are okay.  

Translate:

Jeremiah, speaking on behalf of God, says that the heart is desperately wicked.  

Translate:

That is why we have to examine ourselves.  

Translate:

That is why we have to buy the truth. 

Translate:

That is why the wisdom of the prudent is to UNDERSTAND his ways.  

Translate:

Remember we are studying today Proverbs 14:8. 

Translate:

It says, “The wisdom of the prudent is to understand his way, 

Translate:

but the folly of fools is deceit.”  A fool lies to himself.  

Translate:

A wise or prudent man is honest about himself.  

Translate:

King David dealt with this.  

Translate:

David had a heart after God, the man that loved God, 

Translate:

but he was capable of murder and adultery.  

Translate:

He didn’t always do things the right way.  

Translate:

He too had one of those wicked and deceitful hearts.  

Translate:

He was like the people that Jesus referred to when he said, 

Translate:

“The reason people don’t come to me is because they love sin more than they love righteousness.”  

Translate:

Sin is such a powerful attractive thing.  

Translate:

We go to sin to gratify ourselves, to get pleasure, 

Translate:

so that we can feel good.  

Translate:

David had a heart just like yours, a heart just like mine.  

Translate:

It was wicked and deceitful, so the way that David dealt with it was by prayer.  

Translate:

This is his prayer and it’s a prayer that each of us ought to pray.  

Translate:

In Psalm 139 he said, “Search me, O God, and know my heart.  

Translate:

Test me and know my anxious thoughts.  

Translate:

See if there is any wicked way in me, 

Translate:

and lead me in the way everlasting.”  

Translate:

Now it is wise and prudent to understand God’s way.  

Translate:

Actually David wasn’t asking God to discover anything new inside his heart.  

Translate:

What he was asking for, was that God would reveal to David what was hidden in his heart.  

Translate:

When he said search me, O God, and know my heart, 

Translate:

it could be better understood this way.  

Translate:

“Search me, O God, and tell me what is inside my heart.  

Translate:

Test me, and let me see my anxious thoughts.  

Translate:

Let me see if there is any wicked way in me.”  

Translate:

There is another Proverb that says the hardest things to see are the things that we can’t see. 

Translate:

That means that we could have sin in our lives and not see it, because of what Jesus talked about.  

Translate:

He quoted Isaiah saying, “They have eyes but can not see, 

Translate:

and ears but can not hear.”  That’s a predicament.  

Translate:

The way to break that predicament is to pray the way David prayed.  

Translate:

David prayed, “Search me, O God, and know my heart.  

Translate:

Test me and know my anxious thoughts.  

Translate:

See if there is any wicked way in me.”  

Translate:

Have you done that lately?  

Translate:

Have you asked God to shine the lamp of his light on your heart?  

Translate:

Or are you sort of going along living day by day, assuming everything is okay.  

Translate:

Proverbs 14:8 says, “The wise look ahead to see what is coming, 

Translate:

but fools deceive themselves.” 

Translate:

There is great wisdom in asking God to show you those parts of your life that he finds offensive.  

Translate:

Because when he shows them to you, then you can repent. 

Translate:

Then you can say, “God, I am sorry.  

Translate:

I didn’t realize that I was doing that 

Translate:

or I didn’t realize that particular thing was bothering you.  

Translate:

Thank you for revealing this to me, so that I can repent, 

Translate:

so that I can turn from these offensive or wicked ways.”  

Translate:

Why do we have to be pro-active in this?  

Translate:

Why do we have to ask God first to reveal the wickedness in our hearts?  

Translate:

Why don’t we simply wait for God to show us?  

Translate:

This reason is revealed in some more proverbs in the Book of Proverbs.  

Translate:

In Proverbs 16:2, it says,  “All of a man’s ways seem innocent to him, 

Translate:

The Living Testament says,  “Every man’s ways are clean in his own eyes.”  

Translate:

Naturally speaking, apart from the purposes of God, 

Translate:

apart from the moving of the Holy Spirit in our heart, 

Translate:

naturally speaking, all of a man’s ways seem innocent to him.  

Translate:

I can tell you that’s true from 30 years of preaching the Gospel in jails and prisons in America, 

Translate:

I have talked to 100’ and 100’s of people who are convicted of crimes and facing life imprisonment. 

Translate:

Many of them say they are totally innocent. 

Translate:

It has been my experience to note that many crimes never result in a conviction by the court system.  

Translate:

Usually it is after someone has committed crimes repeatedly, 

Translate:

that they are finally caught and put in prison.  

Translate:

So it is fair to say that the majority of people in the prison system are very guilty.  

Translate:

They really did the crimes that they were convicted of. 

Translate:

They really broke the law, in many cases, repeatedly.  

Translate:

But in spite of that fact, most of them don’t look at themselves as being guilty.  

Translate:

They think of themselves as being really okay. 

Translate:

They say they made a few mistakes, 

Translate:

but they have a typical attitude that their prison sentence is unjust.   

Translate:

They blame their lawyer’s defense, or their friend told on them.  

Translate:

They always blame someone else, and it was not their fault, 

Translate:

because the standard way of looking at our sin is to cover it.  

Translate:

We cover our own sin.  There are things we do that we won’t talk about.

Translate:

Adam and Eve in Garden of Eden covered their bodies 

Translate:

after they sinned in disobeying God’s command 

Translate:

not to eat from the tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil..  

Translate:

And then they tried to hide from God.

Translate:

We know this is impossible but we try to hide from God too. 

Translate:

Our heart tries hard to cover or hide our wickedness. 

Translate:

That is why we have got to be active in our prayers and say to God, 

Translate:

“Search me, O God, and know my heart. 

Translate:

Test me in my anxious thoughts.  

Translate:

See if there is any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.”  

Translate:

Could you pray that prayer today?  

Translate:

Could you ask God to reveal to you anything about your life that he doesn’t like?  

Translate:

And will you be willing, if he reveals it to you to forsake that activity, 

Translate:

and say, God, I am sorry.  Please forgive me. 

Translate:

If you will, then you will join the ranks of the prudent.  

Translate:

You will join the ranks of the wise.  

Translate:

Proverbs 14:8 tells us that the wisdom of the prudent is to give thought to their ways, 

Translate:

but the folly of fools is deception.  

Translate:

Buy the truth today and do not sell it.  

Translate:

How do you buy the truth?  You go to God and say, “Show me.  

Translate:

I don’t want to look at it.  I feel fine like I am.  

Translate:

I don’t see any problems.  

Translate:

I need you to show me those parts of my life that need to be repaired.

Translate:

The areas of pride are very hard to see.  

Translate:

If you will do that, that easy knowledge that we spoke of yesterday, will begin to come to you.  

Translate:

Knowledge comes easily to those that already have it.  

Translate:

Unto whom much is given, more will be given.  

Translate:

What a wonderful idea!  We can have a clean heart 

Translate:

and see clearly the Word of God and enter further and further into the riches of Christ.  

Translate:

The untold manifold wisdom and riches of Christ can be ours.  

Translate:

Buy the truth today.  Go to God.  

Translate:

Ask him to reveal what needs to be revealed.  
Translate:

This is Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate here:   
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:      http://www.radioencuentro.com 
         Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

