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142 Foolish Anger Tuesday Week 29

TRANSLATE:  

Yesterday we considered the hotheaded, reckless man who plunges right ahead 

TRANSLATE:  

and does whatever he feels like doing, and ignores the word of God.  

TRANSLATE:  

We saw that the wise man is cautious and fears evil.  

TRANSLATE:  

I promised yesterday that we were going to talk about 2 subjects: recklessness and anger.  

TRANSLATE:  

Well, there is a connection between recklessness regarding the word of God and anger.  

TRANSLATE:  

It has been my experience that anger is something that attaches itself to you.  

TRANSLATE:  

It’s almost like a cloak or a garment that you are wrapped up in, and it’s all over you.  

TRANSLATE:  

It is from the top of your head to the tip of your toes, 

TRANSLATE:  

and you can feel it penetrating your entire body.  

TRANSLATE:  

Anger is surely something that we need to be released from.  

TRANSLATE:  

But it is not something that goes away from our lives willingly.  

TRANSLATE:  

It is something that we have to reject.  

TRANSLATE:  

It is something that we have to “put off” like the way we put off a garment, 

TRANSLATE:  

or like the way we take off a hat.  

TRANSLATE:  

We look at ourselves.  We see that we are wearing it, 

TRANSLATE:  

and we see that the word of God warns us about anger, and we must take it off.  

TRANSLATE:  

Now that is exactly the way it is explained in the Bible.  It says to put off anger, to get rid of it.  

TRANSLATE:  

You have got a responsibility here to do it yourself.  

TRANSLATE:  

Let’s look at Ephesians chapter 4 verses 29 through 32.  

TRANSLATE:  

It tells us “Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Okay that means angry words, as well as other bad words.

TRANSLATE:  

“but that which is good to the use for edifying, that it may minister grace to the hearers.”

TRANSLATE:  

When we are not speaking words of anger, according to this verse in Ephesians, 

TRANSLATE:  

we would be speaking words that build people up, 

TRANSLATE:  

words that heal people, and words that bring grace into their lives.  

TRANSLATE:  

Now it is interesting that the manner in which we speak is related to our making God sad.  

TRANSLATE:  

Because it tells us, “Grieve not the Holy Spirit whereby you are sealed unto the day of redemption.” 

TRANSLATE:  

 This tells me that our angry speech actually grieves or saddens the Holy Spirit.  

TRANSLATE:  

God’s heart is hurt when his people speak things that are so damaging to themselves and to each other. 

TRANSLATE:  

So he is saying don’t grieve the Holy Spirit.  

TRANSLATE:  

He says let all bitterness, and wrath and anger, and clamor 

TRANSLATE:  

and evil speaking be put away from you along with all malice.  

TRANSLATE:  

He says put it off!  Don’t, Don’t! 

TRANSLATE:  

Don’t let that clamor, that proud talking, that evil speaking be the cloak that you wear.  

TRANSLATE:  

He says, “But rather, be ye kind to one another, tenderhearted, 

TRANSLATE:  

forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake has forgiven you.” 

TRANSLATE:  

These instructions are commandments of the Lord, to put off anger.  

TRANSLATE:  

Now we have been looking in Ephesians, but let’s see how we got there. 

TRANSLATE:  

We were in Proverbs chapter 14 verse 7 where it says, 

TRANSLATE:  

“He that is soon angry deals foolishly, and a man of wicked devices is hated.”  

TRANSLATE:  

The International Version says, “A quick tempered man does foolish things and a crafty man is hated.”  

TRANSLATE:  

When we give in to this spirit of anger, when we express this spirit of anger, 

TRANSLATE:  

when we speak angry words foolishly, it doesn’t win us many friends.  

TRANSLATE:  

In fact, it tells us that this person has wicked devices and is hated.  

TRANSLATE:  

You wonder why people don’t like you? 

TRANSLATE:  

Maybe it is because you have not put off anger.  

TRANSLATE:  

Do you wonder why your family is not loving and kind toward you?  

TRANSLATE:  

Maybe it is because you have not put off anger.  

TRANSLATE:  

Anger is a tricky, tricky garment because it cloaks itself under the guise of self-righteousness.  

TRANSLATE:  

It says, “Well I have got a right to be angry.  

TRANSLATE:  

Those blah, blah, blah, they did this and they did that….(growl).”   

TRANSLATE:  

See, anger always blames somebody else and says I am okay, 

TRANSLATE:  

but remember last week, we were looking in Proverbs where it tells us that every man’s ways are clean in his own eyes.  

TRANSLATE:  

In Jeremiah it tells us that our heart is wickedly deceitful.  It lies to us.  

TRANSLATE:  

It says the blame is out there, but really the blame is in here.  

TRANSLATE:  

The reason you got anger is because you have not obeyed the word of God.  

TRANSLATE:  

Anger is something you have a responsibility to put off.  

TRANSLATE:  

You have a responsibility to stop those angry words from flowing out of your mouth.  

TRANSLATE:  

God says, Put off anger and bitterness and wrath, 

TRANSLATE:  

and don’t let any corrupt communication proceed from your mouth.  

TRANSLATE:  

You are standing at the door of your mouth, 

TRANSLATE:  

and you are either letting those words come out or you are stopping them.  

TRANSLATE:  

A quick tempered man does foolish things.  

TRANSLATE:  

An angry man does foolish things and he ends up being hated.  

TRANSLATE:  

The word for “anger” in the Hebrew is an interesting word. 

TRANSLATE:  

It’s “Aff”  “Aff.”  Now that’s the Hebrew word, 
TRANSLATE:  

and it refers to a person’s face or his nose or his nostril.  

TRANSLATE:  

It’s an unusual kind of word to us because it is not the way we think of anger,

TRANSLATE:  

but in the Hebrew, it has to do with how a person’s face expresses the ire or the attitude of pain

TRANSLATE:  

In English, we measure anger by the tone of a person’s voice.  

TRANSLATE:  

but in Hebrew it has to do with the rapid breathing and passion. 

TRANSLATE:  

The word “aff” in the Hebrew is far more descriptive than it is in our English.  

TRANSLATE:  

It talks about the person’s nostrils flaring out, you know, because they are breathing so hard, 

TRANSLATE:  

because of the anger that they are feeling inside of their body.  

TRANSLATE:  

Well this anger is something to be put off like a garment, like a hat.  

TRANSLATE:  

If we are Christians, this anger is not our nature; 

TRANSLATE:  

it is an activity that we chose to participate in. 

TRANSLATE:  

It is a leftover habit before we were saved, and we ought not to do it.  

TRANSLATE:  

It is something that we need to put off.  

TRANSLATE:  

Let’s consider anger in the book of Proverbs first.  I am going to read several Proverbs to you.  

TRANSLATE:  

In Proverbs 14:29, it says, “He that is slow to wrath is of great understanding, 

TRANSLATE:  

but he that is hasty of spirit exalts folly.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Well that is an interesting idea, being slow to wrath.  

TRANSLATE:  

You know, there are some times when we can righteously be angry, but we had better be careful about doing it.  

TRANSLATE:  

Jesus was angry in the temple.

TRANSLATE:  

The story is told in all 4 Gospels: Matthew Mark, Luke and John.

TRANSLATE:  

Let’s look at it in John chapter 2 verses 13 through 16.

TRANSLATE:  

“And the Jews’ Passover was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem, 

TRANSLATE:  

and found in the temple those that sold oxen and sheep and doves, 

TRANSLATE:  

and the changers of money sitting: 

TRANSLATE:  

and when he had made a whip of small cords, 

TRANSLATE:  

he drove them all out of the temple, and the sheep and the oxen: 

TRANSLATE:  

and he poured out the changer’s money, and overthrew the tables: 

TRANSLATE:  

and said unto them that sold doves, “Take these things out.  

TRANSLATE:  

Make not my Father’s house a house of merchandise.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Though the word “anger” wasn’t mentioned, people don’t turn over tables unless they are really upset. 

TRANSLATE:  

But I don’t believe that Jesus did that in a quick-tempered sort of way.  

TRANSLATE:  

I am sure that he was very careful to do it in a wise way also.  

TRANSLATE:  

But our problem is most of us are quick tempered.  

TRANSLATE:  

We speak before we think.  We pull the trigger, like on a gun and go “bang”,  

TRANSLATE:  

but there is a place to be slow to wrath.  

TRANSLATE:  

There is a place for anger but unfortunately most of us never get to that correct place.  

TRANSLATE:  

So let’s deal with the incorrect place.  In Proverbs 29:22 it says this: 

TRANSLATE:  

“The hot-tempered person starts fights and gets into all kinds of sin.” 

TRANSLATE:  

Can’t you see that hot-tempered person?  

TRANSLATE:  

Aren’t they usually people who respond in anger without thinking first?  

TRANSLATE:  

They will jump right into an argument.  BAM!!  

TRANSLATE:  

Proverbs 14:29 says, “A patient man has great understanding, 

TRANSLATE:  

but a quick tempered man displays folly.” 

TRANSLATE:  

Someone who is easily provoked to anger is called foolish by the word of God.  

TRANSLATE:  

This anger is something that we need to harness.  

TRANSLATE:  

It needs to be brought under the Lordship of Jesus Christ, 

TRANSLATE:  

because Proverbs 30:33 tells us, “Where as churning the milk produces butter, 

TRANSLATE:  

and as twisting the nose produces blood, 

TRANSLATE:  

so stirring up anger produces strife.”  

TRANSLATE:  

What an interesting statement.  You know, churning the milk.  

TRANSLATE:  

What happens when you take that stick and you churn the milk? You get butter.  

TRANSLATE:  

Or you twist the nose of a horse or an ox?  You get blood.  

TRANSLATE:  

If this is true, then stirring up anger will cause fights. 

TRANSLATE:  

You must not give place to a spirit of anger.  

TRANSLATE:  

“He that is soon angry dealeth foolishly and a man of wicked devices is hated. 

TRANSLATE:  

A quick tempered man does foolish things and a crafty man is hated.” 

TRANSLATE:  

 I believe we need to look at the subject of “anger”a little bit more.  

TRANSLATE:  

I think we will continue to look at these verses tomorrow.  

TRANSLATE:  

But let’s leave it with this thought. 

TRANSLATE:  

Think of anger as a garment, a coat or a hat,

TRANSLATE:  

and remember that we can take it off.  

TRANSLATE:  

We can put it off by the grace of God.  

TRANSLATE:  

First of all we have to realize that we are wearing it and that we don’t want to wear it.  

TRANSLATE:  

We have to repent of it.  

TRANSLATE:  

We have to say this is contrary to God’s will.  I want to get rid of it.  

TRANSLATE:  

We are going to continue on this subject and I pray the Lord will set many of us free.  

TRANSLATE:  

This is Brother Stephen Keel.  This is A Proverb A Day.  

TRANSLATE:  

Have a great eternity and God bless you.
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