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143 Foolish Anger 2 Wednesday

TRANSLATE:  

The word of God is a two-edged sword.  

TRANSLATE:  

When I speak the word of God to you, the other edge of the sword comes right back and cuts me.  

TRANSLATE:  

The book of Proverbs has led us to discuss the issue of anger.  

TRANSLATE:  

In our daily march through the book of Proverbs, we come to Proverbs 14:17. 

TRANSLATE:  

 It tells us that “a quick tempered man does foolish things, and a crafty man is hated.”  

TRANSLATE:  

The King James Version says, “He that is soon angry deals foolishly 

TRANSLATE:  

and a man of wicked devices is hated.”  So there we have it.  

TRANSLATE:  

Not only does our anger cause us to do foolish things, but it results in people hating us.  

TRANSLATE:  

I don’t know of many people who enjoy being hated.  

TRANSLATE:  

One of the great pleasures in life is receiving the respect and love of other people, 

TRANSLATE:  

and yet here the Bible is telling us that our anger,….

TRANSLATE:  

our hastiness to act and speak actually drive people away and cause people to hate us.  

TRANSLATE:  

I think this would be something worth fixing.  

TRANSLATE:  

This is a broken part of our personality that needs a repair.  

TRANSLATE:  

I wonder if there is anyone listening to me today that has caused someone to hate them, 

TRANSLATE:  

by the foolishness that has come out of their mouth, by the anger that they have expressed.  

TRANSLATE:  

I really don’t have to wonder very far or very long because this is a common problem.  

TRANSLATE:  

The Bible says that he that is soon angry deals foolishly, and a man of wicked devices is hated. 

TRANSLATE:  

I think we need to go to the word of God for a solution regarding this.  

TRANSLATE:  

Let’s turn to the book of Ephesians as we did yesterday.  

TRANSLATE:  

Ephesians  chapter 4 verses 29 through 32 instructs us clearly.  

TRANSLATE:  

It says “Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth 

TRANSLATE:  

but that which is good to the use for edifying 

TRANSLATE:  

that it may minister grace unto the hearers.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Angry talk is corrupt communication.  Often when we speak in anger, we speak foolishly.  

TRANSLATE:  

Did you ever say something that you wished you hadn’t said?  It just came out?  

TRANSLATE:  

The Bible is calling that corrupt communication, 

TRANSLATE:  

but rather it says, by contrast, other than speaking this foolish talk, 

TRANSLATE:  

it tells us to speak what is good to the use of edifying, 

TRANSLATE:  

or speak that which builds  up another person. 

TRANSLATE:  

And then it tells us to grieve not the Holy Spirit of God whereby you are sealed unto the day of redemption.  

TRANSLATE:  

And that verse is right in the middle of another verse having to do with anger.  .  

TRANSLATE:  

That verse tells us that we can in fact grieve the Holy Spirit of God, 

TRANSLATE:  

that our actions and our attitudes, the words of our mouth,

TRANSLATE:  

 the spiritual force that drives our life, can in fact grieve the heart of God.  

TRANSLATE:  

Can you imagine grieving God?  Can you imagine making God feel a sense of grief?  

TRANSLATE:  

Isn’t it true that your children have grieved you?  My children have grieved me.  

TRANSLATE:  

When our children do things that fail to respect the things that we have taught them, 

TRANSLATE:  

when they do things that we can see in advance are going to hurt them and hurt others, it grieves us. 

TRANSLATE:  

 The scripture says do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God.  

TRANSLATE:  

If our children can grieve us and if we are made in the image of the Holy God, 

TRANSLATE:  

then we as children of God evidently can grieve God,

TRANSLATE:  

and that is why the Apostle speaks to us and says, “Grieve not the Holy Spirit.” 

TRANSLATE:  

And this is all in the context of anger.  

TRANSLATE:  

This grieving of the Holy Spirit has to do with this bitter and corrupt communication out of our mouth.  

TRANSLATE:  

It has to do with anger that resides within our heart.  

TRANSLATE:  

He goes on and he says, “Let all bitterness and wrath and anger, 

TRANSLATE:  

and clamor and evil speaking be put away from you all.”  

TRANSLATE:  

The Holy Spirit puts anger right in the same list with evil speaking and bitterness.  

TRANSLATE:  

Anger often comes from bitterness.  

TRANSLATE:  

But then he contrasts it.  He says, “Be kind one to another, tenderhearted forgiving one another, 

TRANSLATE:  

even as God for Christ’s sake has forgiven you.” 

TRANSLATE:  

It is so important that we are going to speak about it again tomorrow.  

TRANSLATE:  

I don’t know if it is going to help you, but I pray and believe that it is going to help me 

TRANSLATE:  

to consider these scriptures, because I have been fighting a battle with anger,

TRANSLATE:  

and my anger comes and is directed at people that are close to me.  

TRANSLATE:  

When they fail to meet my expectations….

TRANSLATE:  

We have got a little joke in our house.  It is a thing called a “soft departure”.  

TRANSLATE:  

Everybody experiences this I am sure.

TRANSLATE:  

It happened just yesterday when my wife and I were going to meet some people at 12 o’clock. 

TRANSLATE:  

We knew all morning that we were supposed to meet them at 12 o’clock, 

TRANSLATE:  

and we needed to leave the house at just a few minutes before 12.  

TRANSLATE:  

So all morning we were getting ready to leave at 12 o’clock.  

TRANSLATE:  

Well, when it came time to leave, I was ready to leave, 

TRANSLATE:  

but my wife was not ready to leave, 

TRANSLATE:  

and she found 3, 4, 5 things that she had to do, 

TRANSLATE:  

and I was sitting in the car, and she was doing those 3, 4, 5 things. 

TRANSLATE:  

She was right in the middle of a soft departure.  It wasn’t planned. She wasn’t on time.  

TRANSLATE:  

And inside of me was like pressure that had built up.  

TRANSLATE:  

I was like a balloon that was ready to burst.  

TRANSLATE:  

Anger, frustration, aggravated by the fact that this wasn’t the first time it had happened. 

TRANSLATE:  

It had happened before, and why couldn’t she get this straight?  

TRANSLATE:  

Why couldn’t she get this right?  Why couldn’t we leave on time?  

TRANSLATE:  

And then just to aggravate the situation, I knew that God is speaking to me about being set free from this anger.  

TRANSLATE:  

And there I am experiencing it.  

TRANSLATE:  

Well as it turned out, the people that we visited….

TRANSLATE:  

they were late also and in their instance, it was for exactly the same reason.  

TRANSLATE:  

The husband was sitting in the car.  

TRANSLATE:  

The wife was taking care of last minute details, and they had a soft departure also, 

TRANSLATE:  

and he was sitting there and he was dealing with his own anger.  

TRANSLATE:  

Now the scripture tells us to put away anger. 

TRANSLATE:  

It also tells us in Proverbs 29:22…it says a hot-tempered person starts fights and gets into all kinds of sin.  

TRANSLATE:  

So there we are experiencing this pressure and inevitably it causes us to start fights.

TRANSLATE:  

I mean verbal fights.  

TRANSLATE:  

My wife came out and I started complaining bitterly to her, 

TRANSLATE:  

and corrupt communication started coming out of our mouths.  

TRANSLATE:  

She starts defending herself, and now we have got a fight going on.  

TRANSLATE:  

Proverbs 29:22 tells us that a hot-tempered person starts fights and gets into all kinds of sin. 

TRANSLATE:  

And that whole business of letting that anger express itself 

TRANSLATE:  

through the corrupt communication of our tongue creates hard feelings.  

TRANSLATE:  

Our feelings create distance, and unless these things are healed 

TRANSLATE:  

and unless these things are fixed, they grow and they get bigger, and bigger, and bigger.  

TRANSLATE:  

I think it is important to realize that this anger is a spirit.  

TRANSLATE:  

Yes, let me say that again.  I believe that this anger is a spirit.  

TRANSLATE:  

I believe that there is a spirit of anger, in the same way that there is a spirit of joy,

TRANSLATE:  

 in the same way that there is a spirit of love, and there is a spirit of forgiveness, 

TRANSLATE:  

I believe that there is a spirit of anger.  

TRANSLATE:  

Now love and joy and forgiveness come from God.  

TRANSLATE:  

He is the source of those spirits, 

TRANSLATE:  

but this spirit of anger comes from the pits of hell itself, 

TRANSLATE:  

and it is looking for a place to live.  

TRANSLATE:  

It wants to come and live within you, 

TRANSLATE:  

and not only does it want to live there, but it wants to express itself with deeds and a mouth to speak out of.   

TRANSLATE:  

It needs a heart to blow up, a balloon to fill with its pressure.  

TRANSLATE:  

Are you going to become the temple for the spirit of anger, 

TRANSLATE:  

or do you want to continue to be the tabernacle of the spirit of anger?  

TRANSLATE:  

I believe we need to repent of it and I believe that we need to ask God for insight and understanding.  

TRANSLATE:  

We need the key of revelation that will free us from this spirit of anger.  

TRANSLATE:  

Because we all have anger at times, we are going to continue to look at this spirit of anger.  

TRANSLATE:  

The book of Proverbs has a number of references to it, and we’ll look at most of them this week, 

TRANSLATE:  

but then we will also go back and look at them again when we actually get to them in our daily study.  

TRANSLATE:  

When we get to chapter 15 and chapter 25 and chapter 29 and chapter 30….  

TRANSLATE:  

During those chapters we will also be going back and looking at the spirit of anger 

TRANSLATE:  

and the complete foolishness of our anger and the need for us to set aside this anger.  

TRANSLATE:  

Ultimately we need to put on Christ.  

TRANSLATE:  

We need to put off anger and wrath and malice.  

TRANSLATE:  

We need to put on the spirit of Christ.  

TRANSLATE:  

We are going examine that concept and that idea tomorrow.  In the meantime, pray.  

TRANSLATE:  

Say, “Brother Steve knows that like himself, I too have a problem with anger, 

TRANSLATE:  

and I want to be free from it.  

TRANSLATE:  

I know that it doesn’t glorify God.  

TRANSLATE:  

I know that my whole family life could be changed, if I could be set free from this spirit of anger.”  

TRANSLATE:  

I pray for deliverance this week for many people from the spirit of anger.  

TRANSLATE:  

This is Brother Steve Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.  

TRANSLATE:  

I pray you have a great eternity and that we live it free from the spirit of anger.
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