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TRANSLATE:  

One of the purposes of preaching and teaching the gospel is to expose the hidden works of darkness.  

TRANSLATE:  

For the last several days we have been talking about foolish anger.  

TRANSLATE:  

In the course of looking at this subject, I came to realize that people hide their anger in public. 

TRANSLATE:  

But in private, things are different; they may get violently angry because only a few see it.

TRANSLATE:  

It is a hidden work of darkness, 

TRANSLATE:  

Something that we don’t do in public, but that we only do in private. 

TRANSLATE:  

Since it tells us that a man of wicked devices is hated…

TRANSLATE:  

and that is in the context of the verse we are studying Proverbs 14:7. 

TRANSLATE:  

“He that is soon or quickly angry, deals foolishly.”  

TRANSLATE:  

 “And a man of wicked devices, an angry man, is soon hated.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Well because of that, because people hate or unfriendly to an angry man, 

TRANSLATE:  

many of us have learned to control our anger in public:

TRANSLATE:  

We all want to be liked and respected very badly.

TRANSLATE:  

So when we go to church, no one would know that we are an angry, foolish person.  

TRANSLATE:  

Sometimes, we get angry at work, maybe a little upset with someone,

TRANSLATE:  

but usually this spirit of anger is able to stay hidden for the main part of our life 

TRANSLATE:  

because we control it when we are in the public.  

TRANSLATE:  

Ahh, but when you get in your own house, 

TRANSLATE:  

when you begin having conversations with your wife and with your children, 

TRANSLATE:  

when you are hidden from the public light, this spirit of anger loves to display itself.  

TRANSLATE:  

It loves to come forth and tear down and destroy, because it is a hidden work of darkness, 

TRANSLATE:  

Because it is such a destructive hidden work of darkness, 

TRANSLATE:  

it’s truly appropriate that we spend a little time trying to understand its ways 

TRANSLATE:  

and attempting to discover by the grace of God how we can be free from it.  

TRANSLATE:  

Yesterday we looked at Ephesians chapter 4.  

TRANSLATE:  

It talked about putting off the hidden works of darkness and putting on Christ.  

TRANSLATE:  

Now that is a very important clue to this whole process at being free from anger.  

TRANSLATE:  

Jesus would not have told us to put off anger and bitterness and corrupt communication, 

TRANSLATE:  

if it were not possible for us to put them off.  It can be done.  

TRANSLATE:  

Now some of us are laboring under the lie put on us by the accuser of the brethren, the devil. 

TRANSLATE:  

 The devil is a liar.  There is no truth in him.  

TRANSLATE:  

He can put on liars, but we must put them off. 

TRANSLATE:  

He comes to us and says, “You can’t do anything about this anger.  This is the way you are.  This is you!”  

TRANSLATE:  

He wants you to believe that this is you.  

TRANSLATE:  

He uses a little truth to make you believe a lie because the truth is you are angry.  

TRANSLATE:  

That is you in Adam, you in the flesh, you as a sinful man, 

TRANSLATE:  

but Jesus says, “I have a way out. You can put off that sinful man.  

TRANSLATE:  

You can take up your cross and die to that anger.”  

TRANSLATE:  

You see the devil is telling you that you are going to be like this the rest of your life.  

TRANSLATE:  

The devil is telling you that you haven’t got any control over this thing, 

TRANSLATE:  

but the Word of God says you can control it.  

TRANSLATE:  

You can put it off.  You can put off the evil works of darkness and you can put on Christ.  

TRANSLATE:  

Praise the Lord! That in itself is worth the price of admission to this radio program, 

TRANSLATE:  

to realize that all these years you have been being lied to by the devil who tells you that you will always be like that.  

TRANSLATE:  

There are some people that hold the unfortunate idea that you can not change the character of a man.  

TRANSLATE:  

When a man is a certain way, that is the way he is going to be, 

TRANSLATE:  

and naturally speaking, that is true.  But we have hope.  

TRANSLATE:  

Our hope is anchored in the veil.  Our hope is in Christ.  

TRANSLATE:  

We have hope that we can be transformed by the renewing of our minds, 

TRANSLATE:  

that we can be changed from glory to glory, 

TRANSLATE:  

that we can put off the evil works of darkness and put on Christ.  

TRANSLATE:  

Would you like to be free today from foolish anger?  

TRANSLATE:  

Would you like to be free from hateful words that you speak to your wife 

TRANSLATE:  

or to your husband or to your mother or to your father or to your children?  

TRANSLATE:  

Think on these things.  You can be free.  You can put off the evil works of darkness.  

TRANSLATE:  

Why do I want to put them off?  Proverbs 30:33 says this, 

TRANSLATE:  

“For as the churning of milk produces butter, and as the twisting of the nose produces blood, …

TRANSLATE:  

so stirring up anger produces strife.”  

TRANSLATE:  

There are homes across the world that can’t get together at Christmas or anytime without strife bursting forth.  

TRANSLATE:  

Many hate family reunions because as soon as they come to it, somebody is going to get angry. 

TRANSLATE:  

and they know that those hidden things are going to come forth 

TRANSLATE:  

and people are going to start fighting  and be angry with each other.  Well, don’t stir it.  

TRANSLATE:  

There are some answers.  There is a way out.  

TRANSLATE:  

Listen to Proverbs 15:1.  It tells us that a gentle answer turns away wrath, but harsh words stir up anger.  

TRANSLATE:  

Ephesians 4 tells us, “Don’t let any corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth.”  

TRANSLATE:  

You are the doorkeeper of your mouth.  

TRANSLATE:  

Christ should be the Lord of your tongue.  

TRANSLATE:  

Say, Lord Jesus, I do not want corrupt communication to come out of my tongue.  

TRANSLATE:  

I want only those gentle words to come, not the harsh words that stir up anger.” 

TRANSLATE:  

I really believe that if you cry out to God about this matter that He will answer your prayer.  

TRANSLATE:  

But it is not enough just to cry out once.  Scripture says knock and keep on knocking.  

TRANSLATE:  

God wants to change your circumstances and change you.  

TRANSLATE:  

Proverbs 25:15 tells us that through patience a ruler can be persuaded 

TRANSLATE:  

and a gentle tongue can break hard bones.  

TRANSLATE:  

Pray for that gentle tongue. That means we can break the hard hearts of those people that are close to us.  

TRANSLATE:  

Why is it that we are able to speak those harsh words among our family?  

TRANSLATE:  

Because one of the things about family is that they stick closer together than with others. 

TRANSLATE:  

After they have finished screaming at each other, they are still family.  

TRANSLATE:  

But in the public arena, if you scream and say bad things, you never see those people again. 

TRANSLATE:  

And they will spread the news to everyone of how nasty and angry a person you are.

TRANSLATE:  

That is the difference between the public and the private. 

TRANSLATE:  

In the family though, they are still a family.  

TRANSLATE:  

But they are supposed to be a harmonious family.  

TRANSLATE:  

Christ wants us to have sweet relationships with our family.  

TRANSLATE:  

Can you be changed today?  Can I be changed today?  

TRANSLATE:  

I am not preaching to you or teaching to you.  I am preaching to me.  

TRANSLATE:  

I’m working on my heart .  I am working on my situation.  

TRANSLATE:  

I want to be free from this anger and frustration.  

TRANSLATE:  

Proverbs 15:18 tells us that the hothead starts fights, but a cool-tempered person tries to stop them.  

TRANSLATE:  

A person led of love, a person led of the spirit will not be starting fights, 

TRANSLATE:  

but he will be stopping fights, but he has to stop the fight in his own heart first.  

TRANSLATE:  

He has to put off that hidden work of darkness.  He has to gain control over his own spirit.  

TRANSLATE:  

The scripture says that a man who does not have control over his own spirit is like a city with broken down walls.  

TRANSLATE:  

Centuries ago the city wall meant everything in protecting the people inside it.  

TRANSLATE:  

Before jet airplanes and computer viruses and intercontinental ballistic missiles and other ways of destroying your enemy… 

TRANSLATE:  

The thing that stood between the enemy and safety was the wall, the wall of the city.  

TRANSLATE:  

The wall meant the difference between life and death. 

TRANSLATE:  

A man who does not have control over his own heart is like a city with broken down walls.  

TRANSLATE:  

He can be attacked and destroyed in a moment.  

TRANSLATE:  

He has no protection.  How do we gain control over our own spirit in this issue of anger?  

TRANSLATE:  

I think one of the most important things we can do is recognize that it is your anger.  

TRANSLATE:  

It is not somebody else’s problem.  

TRANSLATE:  

It is your problem.  It is not their problem.  

TRANSLATE:  

It is my problem.  I am the one who is filled with this anger. 

TRANSLATE:  

Yes, they may have done something.  They may have said something, 

TRANSLATE:  

but I am the one that’s a host to this anger. 

TRANSLATE:  

I am the one who is letting the devil live inside my heart, and letting this pressure build up inside of me.  

TRANSLATE:  

I have to gain control over my own spirit.  I have to repent of it.  

TRANSLATE:  

I have to hate it. I have to say, “Father, deliver me.” 

TRANSLATE:  

I have to say, “Lord Jesus, let me put off this corrupt communication and put on Christ 

TRANSLATE:  

and only say those things that are edifying, those things that will build up.  

TRANSLATE:  

Well sometimes even after we have done that there is still a problem, 

TRANSLATE:  

so Proverbs 22: 24 says, “Keep away from angry short-tempered people 

TRANSLATE:  

or you will learn to be like them and endanger your soul.”  

TRANSLATE:  

The best way to end a fight is to walk away from it.  

TRANSLATE:  

If you can’t win it, simply walk away.  

TRANSLATE:  

Don’t stay there and make it get bigger and bigger.  

TRANSLATE:  

Don’t stand there adding fuel to the fire. 

TRANSLATE:  

If it is clear that that other person will not be healed, will not let go of the anger, 

TRANSLATE:  

then you, in a spirit of love, quiet your own heart, and turn around and walk away.  

TRANSLATE:  

You will be able to go back after things calm down.  

TRANSLATE:  

It burns like a fire, but if there is no fuel for the fire, it calms down.  

TRANSLATE:  

So take the fuel out of the fire, walk away and go back when things are quieter. 

TRANSLATE:  

The alternative is to stay there and fight with words and even fists.  

TRANSLATE:  

I pray that these 3 days that we have spent working on foolish anger have given you a determination. 

TRANSLATE:  

It has given me determination to be free, to walk away. 

TRANSLATE:  

To put on Christ, to put off the hidden works of darkness.  

TRANSLATE:  

This word alone can dramatically change your whole Christian testimony 

TRANSLATE:  

and make your family a citadel of the House of God, 

TRANSLATE:  

a home where God is glorified.  

TRANSLATE:  

This is Brother Stephen Keel.  This is A PROVERB A DAY.  

TRANSLATE:  

I pray that you have a great eternity and that you walk free from anger and frustration 

TRANSLATE:  

and that you have the spirit of love manifested in your heart today.  
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