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TRANSLATE:  

Well, we have said it before, but if it is worth saying, it’s worth repeating.  

TRANSLATE:  

The fact of the matter is that a Proverb a Day keeps the Devil away.  

TRANSLATE:  

Today’s Proverb not only keeps the devil away, 

TRANSLATE:  

but it also leads to a fulfilled and happy life.  Listen to Proverbs 14:23.  

TRANSLATE:  

“All hard work brings a profit, but mere talk leads only to poverty.”  

TRANSLATE:  

All hard work brings a profit.  

TRANSLATE:  

Work brings a profit, but mere talk leads to poverty, the scripture teaches us.  

TRANSLATE:  

How is it that God is so interested in work?  

TRANSLATE:  

Before we are through today, I hope we will have some insights into that.  

TRANSLATE:  

Let’s start by looking at the first reference to work found in the book of Genesis.  

TRANSLATE:  

I am going to jump right in the middle of the reading 

TRANSLATE:  

where the serpent was talking to Eve about the fruit and how she should really desire it.  

TRANSLATE:  

Listen to the story as we start in the middle.  

TRANSLATE:  

“The woman was convinced.  The fruit looked so fresh and delicious,
TRANSLATE:  

and it would make her so wise, so she ate some of the fruit.  

TRANSLATE:  

She also gave some to her husband who was with her.

TRANSLATE:  

Then he ate it too.  At that moment their eyes were opened. 

TRANSLATE:  

They suddenly felt shame at their nakedness, 

TRANSLATE:  

so they strung fig leaves together around their hips to cover themselves.  

TRANSLATE:  

Toward evening they hear the Lord God walking about in the garden, 

TRANSLATE:  

so they hid themselves among the trees.  The Lord God called to Adam, 

TRANSLATE:  

 ‘Where are you?’  

TRANSLATE:  

He replied, ‘I heard you so I hid. I was afraid because I was naked.’  

TRANSLATE:  

‘Who told you that you were naked,’ the Lord God asked? 

TRANSLATE:  

‘Have you eaten the fruit that I commanded you not to eat?’ 

TRANSLATE:  

‘Yes,’ Adam admitted, ‘but it was the woman you gave me who brought me the fruit and I ate it.’  

TRANSLATE:  

The Lord God asked the woman, ‘How could you do such a thing?’  

TRANSLATE:  

‘The serpent tricked me,’ she replied.  ‘That is why I ate it.’ 

TRANSLATE:  

 I find it interesting that everybody is blaming every everybody else.. 

TRANSLATE:  

Isn’t it true that whenever we are caught in our sin, that we always want to blame somebody else.  

TRANSLATE:  

Anyway, let’s go on.  “So the Lord God said to the serpent, 

TRANSLATE:  

 ‘Because you have done this, you will be punished.  

TRANSLATE:  

You will grovel in the dust as long as you live, crawling along on your belly.  

TRANSLATE:  

From now on you and the woman will be enemies, and your offspring and her offspring will be enemies.  

TRANSLATE:  

He will crush your head and you will strike his heel.’  

TRANSLATE:  

Then he said to the woman, ‘You will bear children with intense pain and suffering, 

TRANSLATE:  

and though your desire will be for your husband, he will be your master”  

TRANSLATE:  

Now we are at the part where we wanted to go to so that we can have a greater understanding of Proverbs 14:23.  

TRANSLATE:  

Proverbs 14:23 says, “All hard work brings a profit, but mere talk leads only to poverty.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Now in the curse, here is what the Lord told Adam.  

TRANSLATE:  

 “Unto Adam he said, ‘Because you listened to your wife and ate the fruit I told you not to eat, 

TRANSLATE:  

I have placed a curse on the ground. All your life you will struggle to scratch a living from it.  

TRANSLATE:  

It will grow thorns and thistles for you, though you will eat of its grains.  

TRANSLATE:  

All your life you will sweat to produce food until your dying day.  

TRANSLATE:  

Then you will return to the ground from which you came, 

TRANSLATE:  

or you were made from dust, and to dust you will return.”  

TRANSLATE:  

It is pretty clear. God set a curse on Adam and told him that he was going to have to work.  

TRANSLATE:  

He was going to have to work the ground.  Well, it is a curse, 

TRANSLATE:  

but it is not altogether a curse because at the same time that Adam has to work the ground, 

TRANSLATE:  

and of course we have to work the ground also in a sense. 

TRANSLATE:  

It’s by the sweat of your brow that you will eat your food.  

TRANSLATE:  

So there is a benefit that comes from it also. 

TRANSLATE:  

When we work, we get to eat the food that comes as a result of the work. 

TRANSLATE:  

All hard work brings a profit, but mere talk leads only to poverty. 

TRANSLATE:  

 I read a book somewhat recently by a man named Chuck Colson, 

TRANSLATE:  

and the title of the book was Why America Doesn’t Work, 

TRANSLATE:  

and it was describing the reality that there has been fewer and fewer people who are really interested in working anymore.  

TRANSLATE:  

We have gotten this idea that the world owes us a living, 

TRANSLATE:  

that just because we are alive, we ought to be taken care of.  

TRANSLATE:  

Well, the Bible doesn’t support that idea at all.  

TRANSLATE:  

The Bible tells us in Proverbs 12:11, it says, “Hard work means prosperity.  Only fools idle away their time.” 

TRANSLATE:  

 Hard work brings prosperity.  It’s not bad to work.  

TRANSLATE:  

It was a curse that we have to work.  Because, we didn’t have to work in the Garden until Adam and Eve rebelled against God 

TRANSLATE:  

and ate of the tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, and then God put a curse upon them 

TRANSLATE:  

that by the sweat of your brow, you will toil all day long.  

TRANSLATE:  

But associated with that curse was the blessing, that they were going to get to eat as a result of that.  

TRANSLATE:  

So it is bad that they had to work, but it is good that they get eat.  

TRANSLATE:  

Proverbs 12:11 says, “Hard work means prosperity.  Only fools idle away their time.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Well, our culture has funny attitudes about work.  

TRANSLATE:  

There are still people, particularly older people, many of the people who are listening to this program today 

TRANSLATE:  

who understand the value of hard work.  

TRANSLATE:  

But there are many in our culture who shun work and are simply looking for handouts, 

TRANSLATE:  

looking for a way to “get on” without having to work.

TRANSLATE:  

 They are looking, many of them for get rich schemes 

TRANSLATE:  

in spite of the fact that Proverbs 13:11 tells us 

TRANSLATE:  

that wealth from get rich schemes quickly disappears, but wealth from hard work grows.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Isn’t that something that we have mentioned before?  

TRANSLATE:  

How many people go out and buy the lottery ticket, 

TRANSLATE:  

because they are hoping to have an income for which they don’t have to work.  

TRANSLATE:  

Oh, the price of that lottery ticket! 

TRANSLATE:  

 The money that is wasted on the lottery is absolutely incredible, 

TRANSLATE:  

and so you make $3 or $5, 

TRANSLATE:  

but in the long run, you are just giving away your money, 

TRANSLATE:  

and you have precious little of it to start with, 

TRANSLATE:  

and even if you do win, the scripture tells us that wealth that comes in quickly disappears quickly, 

TRANSLATE:  

but “real” wealth from hard work grows.  

TRANSLATE:  

The book of Proverbs has a lot to say on this subject.  

TRANSLATE:  

It also tells us in Proverbs 21:5.  It says, 

TRANSLATE:  

 “Good planning and hard work lead to prosperity, but hasty shortcuts lead to poverty.” 

TRANSLATE:  

 This scripture has meant a lot to me.  

TRANSLATE:  

I have been challenged many times to go out for the fast buck, 

TRANSLATE:  

but the scripture tells us that good planning and hard work lead to prosperity.  

TRANSLATE:  

That means we set a goal.  

TRANSLATE:  

 We say to ourselves, well, I want to be at such and such a place as a result of doing this particular kind of work.  

TRANSLATE:  

Then we don’t despise the day of small beginnings. 

TRANSLATE:  

 We understand the principle 

TRANSLATE:  

 that he who is responsible in small things, is given responsibility for great things.  

TRANSLATE:  

That is exactly what the Lord Jesus taught.  

TRANSLATE:  

So he who is faithful in little things, can be faithful in much, faithful in great things.  

TRANSLATE:  

We have talked about hard work before , 

CREOLE:

and yes, hard work has a lot to do with the food you eat.  

TRANSLATE:  

It has a lot to do with the size of your bank account.  It has a lot to do with your financial prosperity, 

TRANSLATE:  

but we can’t leave this subject without emphasizing the fact 

TRANSLATE:  

that there is another kind of work that the Lord has called us to.  

TRANSLATE:  

He told us in John chapter 4, that we should pray the Lord of the harvest 

TRANSLATE:  

that he would send forth workers into the harvest.  

TRANSLATE:  

All of this reference to harvest has to do with building of the kingdom.  

TRANSLATE:  

Jesus taught us clearly.  

TRANSLATE:  

He said, “Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all of these other things will be taken care of.”  

TRANSLATE:  

The real work that he has called us to do is kingdom work. 

TRANSLATE:  

 Let’s look in First Corinthians chapter 3.  

TRANSLATE:  

There is a situation going on, where Paul is correcting the church.  

TRANSLATE:  

Because some of them think that they should follow Cephas, and another Paul, and another Apollos.  

TRANSLATE:  

There is a division in the church, but listen to Paul’s response.  

TRANSLATE:  

He says, “Who is Apollos and who is Paul that we should be the source of such quarrels.  

TRANSLATE:  

Why we are only servants!  Through us, God caused you to believe.  

TRANSLATE:  

Now this is what I want you to hear. 

TRANSLATE:  

 “Each of us,” Paul says, “did the work that the Lord gave us.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Now we are going to learn about that work.  

TRANSLATE:  

Paul says, “My job was to plant the seed in your hearts, and Apollos watered it, but it was God, not we, who made it grow.  

TRANSLATE:  

The ones who do the planting and the watering are important, but God is most important 

TRANSLATE:  

because he is the One who makes the seeds grow.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Now what Paul is talking about here is exactly parallel to what it is like to plant a garden.  

TRANSLATE:  

When in the spring of the year, we put our English peas in the ground; 

TRANSLATE:  

someone has to plant the seed.  Someone else waters the seed, 

TRANSLATE:  

but God makes the seed grow.  Then Paul goes on to tell us.

TRANSLATE:  

 “The one who plants and the one who waters work as a team

TRANSLATE:  

with the same purpose, yet they will be rewarded individually, according to their own hard work.  

TRANSLATE:  

We work together as partners who belong to God.  You are God’s field, God’s building, not ours.  

TRANSLATE:  

What a clear statement.  He is telling us here that we do the work, the work of building the kingdom.  

TRANSLATE:  

one waters. One plants.  God makes the watering and the planting fruitful.  

TRANSLATE:  

Praise the Lord!  I pray that we will go out and do the work of the Lord today.  

TRANSLATE:  

Hard work brings a profit, but mere talk leads to poverty.  

TRANSLATE:  

This is Brother Stephen Keel.  This is A  PROVERB A DAY. 

TRANSLATE:  

Go out and enjoy the work of your hands today.  God bless…….

