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153 A True Witness Part 2, Wednesday, Week 31

TRANSLATE:  

We are considering the subject that a true witness saves lives, 

TRANSLATE:  

but a false witness is deceitful.  

TRANSLATE:  

That is found in Proverbs chapter 14 verse 25.  

TRANSLATE:  

Yesterday as an introduction, we looked at this marvelous rider on a white horse.  

TRANSLATE:  

It tells us that his eyes are like blazing fire and on his head are many crowns, 

TRANSLATE:  

and on his breastplate is written his name; 

TRANSLATE:  

This name is King of kings and the Lord of lords.  Praise the Lord!  

TRANSLATE:  

And we saw the saints and the angels around the throne 

TRANSLATE:  

and they were singing great and marvelous are your deeds Lord God Almighty.  

TRANSLATE:  

Just and true are your ways.  King of the ages! 

TRANSLATE:  

Who will not fear you, O Lord, and bring glory to your name?”  

TRANSLATE:  

Jesus is the Way and the Truth and the Life, and he is faithful and true.  

TRANSLATE:  

It is also said about him that he is holy and true.  

TRANSLATE:  

Proverbs tells us that a truthful witness saves lives.  

TRANSLATE:  

Of course, Jesus came to save, to heal and to deliver, 

TRANSLATE:  

but today we are going to apply Proverbs 14 not so much to the Lord Jesus, 

TRANSLATE:  

but to ourselves, because we represent Jesus on the face of the earth.  

TRANSLATE:  

We are the body of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

TRANSLATE:  

It tells us in Ephesians that the church is the body of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

TRANSLATE:  

He is the head and we are the body.  Isn’t that an interesting picture?  

TRANSLATE:  

Jesus is the head of the church.  We are the body.  

TRANSLATE:  

And the body has many members, it tells us.  It has hands and feet and eyes. 

TRANSLATE:  

If we are the body of the Lord Jesus Christ, are we truthful?  Are we true?  

TRANSLATE:  

Our lives must be in order, if others would be saved through our example, 

TRANSLATE:  

because a true witness delivers souls, but a deceitful witness speaks lies.  

TRANSLATE:  

Well, in the book of Philippians and in the book of Galatians, the Apostle Paul gives us some warnings, 

TRANSLATE:  

and he alerts us to the problems of people who call themselves Christians, 

TRANSLATE:  

who are not faithful and true. He reveals to us those that are not true. 

TRANSLATE:  

Because he’s concerned, Paul explains how a false witness is deceitful. 

TRANSLATE:  

The New Living Testament in Proverbs 14:25 says, 

TRANSLATE:  

“But a false witness is a traitor.”  

TRANSLATE:  

In other words, if someone is proclaiming a gospel, 

TRANSLATE:  

and saying that they know what is right, when they don’t know,

TRANSLATE:  

then they are a false witnesses.  They are traitors.

TRANSLATE:  

If a truthful witness saves lives, then a false witness could very well cause people to die.  

TRANSLATE:  

Some time ago we spoke about what it was to be lost, 

TRANSLATE:  

and we talked about being profoundly lost.  

TRANSLATE:  

A person that’s profoundly lost is someone who thinks that they are saved when they are not.  

TRANSLATE:  

Wouldn’t that be a terrible predicament to be in?  

TRANSLATE:  

To think that you are saved, to be a church member, 

TRANSLATE:  

to be attending all the functions of the church, 

TRANSLATE:  

and to think that you are saved when you are not 

TRANSLATE:  

because you listened to the report of a false witness.  

TRANSLATE:  

A true witness saves lives, but a false witness is dangerous for sure.  

TRANSLATE:  

Listen to what Paul says in Philippians about this.  

TRANSLATE:  

“It is true that some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, but others out of good will.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Now, what Paul is telling us is that not everybody has a right motive for preaching the gospel.  

TRANSLATE:  

Specifically what he is referring to here is that some preachers are envious of Paul’s popularity.  

TRANSLATE:  

He is saying there are some people who see all the attention that I get 

TRANSLATE:  

and they would like to get that attention also, 

TRANSLATE:  

so they go around preaching the gospel, 

TRANSLATE:  

not out of good will or from a heart filled with love, 

TRANSLATE:  

but because they are trying to make a reputation for themselves.  

TRANSLATE:  

It’s true that some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry.  

TRANSLATE:  

They want to be known as the better preacher, 

TRANSLATE:  

so Paul is letting us know that there are some preachers whose motives are not correct.  

TRANSLATE:  

Now, he says, “Others though, preach the gospel out of good will.  

TRANSLATE:  

“The latter,” he says, “do so in love.  

TRANSLATE:  

They know that I am put here for the defense of the gospel.” 

TRANSLATE:  

Then he goes back and he says,  “the former preach Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely.  

TRANSLATE:  

And they suppose that they can stir up trouble for me while I am in chains.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Paul is making it clear that some witnesses for Christ, even some of the preachers have wrong motives.  

TRANSLATE:  

They are not preaching only to show the love of God in the hearts of the people who hear them, 

TRANSLATE:  

but they are preaching so that they can be seen of men, 

TRANSLATE:  

so that they can have a reputation.  Paul is tearing down that idea.  

TRANSLATE:  

Now if you are preaching for the wrong reason, 

TRANSLATE:  

there is a strong possibility that God will not honor you with sound teaching.  

TRANSLATE:  

We are going to look at something in Galatians that I hope will be a wakeup call, 

TRANSLATE:  

a little bit of a shocker right here. 

TRANSLATE:  

Do you think that it is possible that any of the apostles, 

TRANSLATE:  

those that walked with Jesus could preach wrong doctrine?  

TRANSLATE:  

Oh now, wouldn’t that be scary if one of the apostles could be guilty of being an unfaithful witness, 

TRANSLATE:  

or doing anything other than being a true witness?  Well, it happened.  

TRANSLATE:  

It happened in the life of Peter, and Peter was one of the main apostles.  

TRANSLATE:  

He was the guy that preached on Pentecost.  

TRANSLATE:  

He was the one who stood up and declared the fulfillment of the prophecy of Joel. 

TRANSLATE:  

He said that these things that are happening here were prophesied long ago, 

TRANSLATE:  

that in the last days God is going to pour out his spirit on all flesh.  

TRANSLATE:  

This is the man to whom Jesus spoke, and said that on your revelation I am going to build my whole church.  

TRANSLATE:  

The Apostle Peter’s revelation was good enough to build the church.  

TRANSLATE:  

Yet, listen to what happened to Peter starting in Galatians chapter 2, …… 

TRANSLATE:  

“When Peter came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face because he was clearly wrong!”  

TRANSLATE:  

Ah! Paul is saying that he disagreed with Peter to his face because he was clearly wrong.  

TRANSLATE:  

Now if you want to read this yourself 

TRANSLATE:  

I suggest that you look up Galatians chapter 2 verse 11, 

TRANSLATE:  

to find out that Brother Steve’s not misinterpreting this somehow.  

TRANSLATE:  

This is the way it happened.  When Peter came to Antioch, Paul said,

TRANSLATE:  

“I opposed him to his face because he was clearly in the wrong.”  

TRANSLATE:  

He was for a portion of his ministry, an untrue witness. 

TRANSLATE:  

Now I want this to be a wakeup call to all of us.  

TRANSLATE:  

You know, it is not just an “either or”….. “either you are true or you are not true.”  

TRANSLATE:  

The fact of the matter is that there are parts of our lives that could need correction. 

TRANSLATE:  

We could be true, but still because of ignorance and because of wrong motives, 

TRANSLATE:  

We could still an unfaithful, or an untrue witness in parts of our Christian experience.  

TRANSLATE:  

Now Paul wasn’t coming to Peter and saying anything like…..

TRANSLATE:  

“You are going to go to hell because you have made awful mistake.  

TRANSLATE:  

He was correcting him regarding an instance where Peter was doing something wrong.  

TRANSLATE:  

Now, if Peter the Apostle, the man who loved the Lord Jesus, 

TRANSLATE:  

and was told to feed God’s sheep,…. 

TRANSLATE:  

if Peter could make a mistake, then surely you and I could make a mistake also, 

TRANSLATE:  

and in the course of this study of being a true witness, 

TRANSLATE:  

we’ll talk about some of the kinds of mistakes that you and I could possibly make.  

TRANSLATE:  

But this particular one that Peter made is described here.  

TRANSLATE:  

“Paul said that before certain men came from the Apostle James, Peter used to eat with the gentiles,”

TRANSLATE:  

The gentiles were people who were not Jews, and Jews would not eat with them. 

TRANSLATE:  

“but when James’s men arrived, Peter begin to draw back and separate himself from the gentiles, 

TRANSLATE:  

because he was afraid of those who belong to the circumcision group.  

TRANSLATE:  

The other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, 

TRANSLATE:  

so that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray.” 

TRANSLATE:  

Now let’s sort through that just a little bit.  

TRANSLATE:  

Basically Peter had the revelation that God had come for the gentiles as well as Jews.  

TRANSLATE:  

He went to the house of Cornelius, a gentile,  and proclaimed the gospel, 

TRANSLATE:  

and the Holy Spirit fell on Cornelius’s household,

TRANSLATE:  

and they all began speaking in tongues, and they got saved, 

TRANSLATE:  

and it was a wonderful and marvelous time, 

TRANSLATE:  

but later in Peter’s ministry, he allowed himself to be influenced 

TRANSLATE:  

by some people who didn’t want anything to do with the gentiles.  

TRANSLATE:  

You see, it was a racial issue.  

TRANSLATE:  

It was a long-standing racial divide between the Jews and the gentiles.  

TRANSLATE:  

Peter had the revelation that God wanted to heal that racial divide.  

TRANSLATE:  

And he walked in it for a while, but later in his ministry, 

TRANSLATE:  

he was around a number of Jewish people 

TRANSLATE:  

and they convinced him to change back to racial prejudice, so he did.  

TRANSLATE:  

Ha!  He separated himself from the gentiles, and others followed him.  

TRANSLATE:  

He even led Barnabas away, and so Paul came along and said 

TRANSLATE:  

“Look, you have turned away from the truth that you know to be true.”  

TRANSLATE:  

He confronted him face to face, and he said you are being a hypocrite. 

TRANSLATE:  

I think this is very interesting. If Peter could walk in unfaithfulness and be a false witness, 

TRANSLATE:  

then you and I could possibly do it also.  

TRANSLATE:  

And there are souls at stake. Peter even led Barnabas astray.  

TRANSLATE:  

Who are we leading astray by our lack of truth in our witness?  

TRANSLATE:  

If Peter could make a mistake, you and I could make a mistake.  

TRANSLATE:  

If a true witness saves souls, 

TRANSLATE:  

and an untrue witness leads souls astray, 

TRANSLATE:  

who are we leading astray?  

TRANSLATE:  

It is not only us being affected by our lack of truth.  

TRANSLATE:  

We need to continue to pursue this topic further. 

TRANSLATE:  

We want to know about how to be a true witness, 

TRANSLATE:  

and we want to purge ourselves from any untruth in our lives.  

TRANSLATE:  

This is Brother Stephen Keel.  This is A PROVERB A DAY.  

TRANSLATE:  

I pray that you will seek after truth, 

TRANSLATE:  

and that you will be willing to let go of those things that are unprofitable and untrue.  

TRANSLATE:  

Have a great day.  God bless…
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