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TRANSLATE:  

A few weeks ago, not so long ago on A Proverb A Day, 

TRANSLATE:  

we made a statement about something that was worse than being lost.  

TRANSLATE:  

Yes, we said that thinking that you are saved

TRANSLATE:  

when you are not saved is worse than being lost and knowing it.  

TRANSLATE:  

I praise God for the people that know they’re lost. 

TRANSLATE:  

They have a chance of being saved, 

TRANSLATE:  

but people who think they are saved when they are not saved….

TRANSLATE:  

they are in deep trouble.  

TRANSLATE:  

Jesus said that if your eye be single, it will be full of light, 

TRANSLATE:  

but if your light is darkness, 

TRANSLATE:  

then how deep is that darkness.  

TRANSLATE:  

That means if your understanding regarding salvation is incorrect……  

TRANSLATE:  

if you think that you are saved, when you are not saved, 

TRANSLATE:  

how deep is your darkness.  

TRANSLATE:  

What a horrible predicament to find ourselves in!  

TRANSLATE:  

Several times we’ve tried to deal with this issue 

TRANSLATE:  

by giving indicators that we can look at our own life.  

TRANSLATE:  

…..ways that we can judge our own life 

TRANSLATE:  

to discover whether or not we are saved.  

TRANSLATE:  

We have talked about such things as “Do we really love the brethren” 

TRANSLATE:  

because the scripture tells us 

TRANSLATE:  

that by love for the brethren we know we have been translated 

TRANSLATE:  

from the world of darkness into the world of light 

TRANSLATE:  

Are we really loving the brethren?  

TRANSLATE:  

That’s a good indicator as to whether or not we are truly born again.  

TRANSLATE:  

Do we have the joy of the Lord?  

TRANSLATE:  

Do we really have the joy of the Lord? 

TRANSLATE:  

Not the joy that comes from making more money or having a nicer car, 

TRANSLATE:  

but do we have the peace that passes understanding? 

TRANSLATE:  

Have we entered into a new realm 

TRANSLATE:  

where even bad news doesn’t bother us, 

TRANSLATE:  

because we are convinced in our heart that God is able to take care of us?  

TRANSLATE:  

Those were several of the things that we looked at 

TRANSLATE:  

to help us understand whether or not we are saved.  

TRANSLATE:  

The primary one that’s been mentioned over and over again 

TRANSLATE:  

in A Proverb A Day has to do with our tongue, 

TRANSLATE:  

what comes out of our mouth 

TRANSLATE:  

because in Matthew, Jesus teaches that our tongue speaks from our heart.  

TRANSLATE:  

If our heart is right, we will have a right tongue.  

TRANSLATE:  

If our heart is wrong, our tongue will be wrong.  

TRANSLATE:  

Well we are going to focus on that concept today 

TRANSLATE:  

as we look at Proverbs 14 Verse 5.  

TRANSLATE:  

Fourteen five says, “A truthful witness does not deceive, 

TRANSLATE:  

but a false witness pours out lies.” 

TRANSLATE:  

The question that we need to ask today about ourselves, is what’s our habit?  

TRANSLATE:  

What’s our way?  

TRANSLATE:  

What’s our character regarding the truth?  

TRANSLATE:  

Do we find it convenient to stretch the truth?  

TRANSLATE:  

You know I did that just the other day.  

TRANSLATE:  

I stretched the true.  

TRANSLATE:  

I told somebody that I had done something 100 times, 

TRANSLATE:  

when in fact I had only done it 30 or 40 times.  

TRANSLATE:  

Now why did I tell somebody a 100 instead?  

TRANSLATE:  

Because I was trying to impress him…..  

TRANSLATE:  

I was trying to make the story sound better.  

TRANSLATE:  

But you know what happened to me?  

TRANSLATE:  

I was immediately convicted of my sin.  

TRANSLATE:  

Immediately I said Lord I am sorry.  

TRANSLATE:  

Please forgive me.  

TRANSLATE:  

Yesterday we read about the fact that the righteous man falls seven times 

TRANSLATE:  

but he gets up again.  

TRANSLATE:  

I am not saying that you will never distort the truth if you are a Christian.  

TRANSLATE:  

I am not saying that you will never tell a lie if you are a Christian.  

TRANSLATE:  

What the word of God is telling us here is that a false witness BREATHES lies.  

TRANSLATE:  

Now the New International Version says a false witness pours out lies.  

TRANSLATE:  

So we are not talking about the incidental little lie 

TRANSLATE:  

or the accidental stretching of the truth.  

TRANSLATE:  

We are talking about the basic character of our life.  

TRANSLATE:  

And now you are the only one who can answer this question. 

TRANSLATE:  

 I can’t answer it for you 

TRANSLATE:  

Where have you lie?

TRANSLATE:  

Where have you bent the truth a little?

TRANSLATE:  

A false witness can be very good at breathing out lies. 

TRANSLATE:  

You can’t even tell that you’re are lying, 

TRANSLATE:  

but is lying a way of life for you?  

TRANSLATE:  

Do you always make the story a little bit better?  

TRANSLATE:  

Do you tell people what you think they want to hear or do you tell them the truth?  

TRANSLATE:  

Lots of times people tell other people what they think they want to hear. 

TRANSLATE:  

“Yeah,…  Yeah, yeah, yeah,…”  when you don’t mean “Yeah, yeah, yeah.”  

TRANSLATE:  

You say “Yeah, yeah, yeah” to avoid discussing the subject, 

TRANSLATE:  

…..to make them feel better about you perhaps.  

TRANSLATE:  

Well, this is an excellent, excellent indicator 

TRANSLATE:  

as to whether or not you are saved.  

TRANSLATE:  

If you are thinking that you are a Christian, going to church, 

TRANSLATE:  

doing the right things like singing in the choir 

TRANSLATE:  

or being a greeter at the door, 

TRANSLATE:  

and yet know that you don’t tell the truth, 

TRANSLATE:  

then you can say, Brother Steve, that’s me.  

TRANSLATE:  

The Bible has cut my heart.  

TRANSLATE:  

It has shown me the truth about myself.  

TRANSLATE:  

A false witness breathes lies.  I breathe lies.  

TRANSLATE:  

I must be a false witness.  I can not go on living as a false witness.  

TRANSLATE:  

I need this salvation you are talking about.  I need to be born again.  

TRANSLATE:  

I need to be set free from this habitual lying that goes on in my life.  

TRANSLATE:  

If you have that need, cry out to Jesus.  Tell him that you are a sinner.  

TRANSLATE:  

Ask him to forgive you.  

TRANSLATE:  

Tell him that you really do believe that he died on the cross 

TRANSLATE:  

for the forgiveness of YOUR sins, 

TRANSLATE:  

and ask him to rule and reign in your life.  

TRANSLATE:  

Say, Jesus, come in and fix it.  I’m broken.  I’m damaged.  

TRANSLATE:  

I need you to give me a new heart.  

TRANSLATE:  

Please, give me a new heart, Lord Jesus.  

TRANSLATE:  

Let me be a partaker of your heavenly life. Alleluia!  

TRANSLATE:  

You see, this concern about a false witness,… 

TRANSLATE:  

it’s so important that it is included in the Ten Commandments.  

TRANSLATE:  

Did you know that?   

TRANSLATE:  

You may remember the 10 commandments in Deuteronomy chapter 5.

TRANSLATE:  

Along with the list, it says don’t commit adultery and don’t steal, 

TRANSLATE:  

but the ninth commandment is do not testify falsely against your neighbor.  

TRANSLATE:  

Many of the times when we testify against our neighbor, 

TRANSLATE:  

it’s not talking about going to court 

TRANSLATE:  

and saying he committed a crime, when he didn’t commit a crime.  

TRANSLATE:  

It’s gossiping about him 

TRANSLATE:  

and it’s saying things about him that make him look bad.  

TRANSLATE:  

Usually the only reason for trying to make somebody else look bad 

TRANSLATE:  

is because you are trying to make yourself look good.  

TRANSLATE:  

The commandment of the Lord is do not testify falsely against your neighbor, 

TRANSLATE:  

…..emphasizing this thing about a true witness coming out of a true heart.  

TRANSLATE:  

Let’s go back and look at Matthew 15.  

TRANSLATE:  

We have read this over and over again.  

TRANSLATE:  

Jesus called the crowds together 

TRANSLATE:  

and he said listen to what I say and try to understand.  

TRANSLATE:  

You are not defiled by what you eat.  

TRANSLATE:  

You are defiled by what you say and do.  

TRANSLATE:  

Don’t you understand, Jesus asked?  

TRANSLATE:  

What you eat goes into the stomach, 
TRANSLATE:  

and later goes out of the body.  

TRANSLATE:  

but evil words come from an evil heart 

TRANSLATE:  

and defile the person who says them.  

TRANSLATE:  

Evil words come from an evil heart, 

TRANSLATE:  

for from the heart comes evil thoughts, 

TRANSLATE:  

murder, adultery, all other sexual immorality, 

TRANSLATE:  

theft, lying and slander.  

TRANSLATE:  

These are what defile you.  

TRANSLATE:  

Now in the King James Version, it says, 

TRANSLATE:  

from the heart proceed evil thoughts 

TRANSLATE:  

and in that list of evil thoughts is included “false witness”.  

TRANSLATE:  

A truthful witness does not lie.  

TRANSLATE:  

A false witness breathes lies.  

TRANSLATE:  

Jesus said, “Why do you ask me about what is good?  

TRANSLATE:  

Only God is good.  

TRANSLATE:  

But to answer your question, you can receive eternal life 

TRANSLATE:  

if you keep the commandments.”  

TRANSLATE:  

“Which one,” the man asked?  

TRANSLATE:  

And Jesus replied, “Do not murder, do not commit adultery, 

TRANSLATE:  

do not steal, do not testify falsely.  

TRANSLATE:  

Honor your father and mother, and love your neighbor as yourself.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Jesus is making it clear 

TRANSLATE:  

that the way to eternal life is opposite from the way of false testimony.  

TRANSLATE:  

Let’s talk about a true witness for just a minute.  

TRANSLATE:  

Let’s talk about how we should be speaking, 

TRANSLATE:  

In John it says these are the words of John the Baptist, 

TRANSLATE:  

he says “He, (Jesus), was in the beginning with God.  

TRANSLATE:  

He created everything there is.  

TRANSLATE:  

Nothing exists that he didn’t make.  

TRANSLATE:  

Life itself was in him.  And this Light gives life to everyone.  

TRANSLATE:  

The light shines through the darkness, 

TRANSLATE:  

and the darkness can not extinguish it.  

TRANSLATE:  

God sent John the Baptist to tell everybody about the Light 

TRANSLATE:  

so that everyone might believe because of his testimony.  

TRANSLATE:  

John himself was not the Light.  

TRANSLATE:  

He was only a WITNESS to the Light.  

TRANSLATE:  

That’s what I wanted to get to. 

TRANSLATE:  

You are probably wondering why I was reading that scripture.  

TRANSLATE:  

John was not the Light.  He was a WITNESS to the Light.  

TRANSLATE:  

He bore testimony about the Light of Jesus. 

TRANSLATE:  

The difference between a false witness and a true witness…..

TRANSLATE:  

It is related to what they speak about.  

TRANSLATE:  

John spoke about Jesus.  He was a witness to the light.  

TRANSLATE:  

Jesus says that there is another that bears witness of me, 

TRANSLATE:  

and I know that witness, which he witnesses of me is true.  

TRANSLATE:  

Yes, John was sent and he bears witness unto the truth.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Now that’s in John chapter 5.  

TRANSLATE:  

Jesus is referring back to John chapter 1 now.  

TRANSLATE:  

He is saying John bore witness of the truth, but then Jesus says, 

TRANSLATE:  

But I received not testimony from men, 

TRANSLATE:  

but these things I say that you might be saved.  

TRANSLATE:  

Jesus said in another place that there’s even greater witnesses than John.  

TRANSLATE:  

The miracles that I do.  

TRANSLATE:  

John bore witness as a man.  

TRANSLATE:  

God bore witness to Jesus as Truth letting power flow through him.  

TRANSLATE:  

….that power to save, to heal and to deliver!  

TRANSLATE:  

When we bear witness to the truth, 

TRANSLATE:  

the power of Jesus can flow through us.  

TRANSLATE:  

We can speak words of life, and power can flow, 

TRANSLATE:  

and then we will be bearing witness to truth.  

TRANSLATE:  

What an opposite from false witness! 

TRANSLATE:  

A true witness, revealing Jesus.  

TRANSLATE:  

A false witness, chained and enslaved to the habit of lies.  

TRANSLATE:  

I pray that if you have been a false witness  

TRANSLATE:  

that today will be the day that you will get set free.  

TRANSLATE:  

Ask God to heal you.  

TRANSLATE:  

This is Brother Stephen Keel.  This is A PROVERB A DAY.  

TRANSLATE:  

I pray that you will have a great eternity and God bless you.
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