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TRANSLATE:  

I realize that bad things happen.  

TRANSLATE:  

Since the creation of man, there have been accounts of violence and murder, 

TRANSLATE:  

My attention has been drawn to the newspaper recently, 

TRANSLATE:  

and in Danville Virginia, it seems as if the murder rate as increased dramatically.  

TRANSLATE:  

And in addition to that, a suicide and a murder this week.  

TRANSLATE:  

A double loss of life: a man shooting himself and then shooting his loved one, 

TRANSLATE:  

…people involved with fights and drugs, 

TRANSLATE:  

….people knocking on a door and then shooting the people inside.  

TRANSLATE:  

 It’s very hard to comprehend, what goes wrong.  

TRANSLATE:  

What has gone wrong?  Why is the world out of tilt?  

TRANSLATE:  

Well, I can’t answer entirely, except that I know that there’s an answer.  

TRANSLATE:  

There’s a response to all of this violence, 

TRANSLATE:  

and we find it in the book of Proverbs.  

TRANSLATE:  

Proverbs 14:27.  It tells us that the fear of the Lord is a fountain of life,

TRANSLATE:  

turning a man from the snares of death.  

TRANSLATE:  

Now the New Living Testament says that it offers escape from the snares of death, 

TRANSLATE:  

and the King James Version says “to depart from the snares of death”.  

TRANSLATE:  

Isn’t it true that a people who are focused on the Lord, 

TRANSLATE:  

who are lost in the Lord, who are lost in worship and love of Christ

TRANSLATE:  

,,,,,they are protected from the snares of death.  

TRANSLATE:  

This spirit of murder has no place in a heart that is filled with the love of God.  

TRANSLATE:  

The fear of the Lord is a fountain of life.  

TRANSLATE:  

I don’t intend to focus this morning on the death.  

TRANSLATE:  

I don’t intend to focus on the violence and the murder, 

TRANSLATE:  

but I would like to bring our attention to this fountain of life.  Alleluia! 

TRANSLATE:  

Because the fear of the Lord is a fountain of life, 

TRANSLATE:  

and it offers escape from the snares of death.  

TRANSLATE:  

If your life is in contact with, if you are in touch with this spirit of violence, 

TRANSLATE:  

perhaps through your children, or a loved on, or a neighbor, 

TRANSLATE:  

There IS a way of escape!  

TRANSLATE:  

The fear of the Lord is a fountain of life.  

TRANSLATE:  

Hear the word of the Lord from John chapter 7 verses 38 through 39: 

TRANSLATE:  

“Anyone that believes in me, as the scripture has said, 

TRANSLATE:  

out of his mouth shall flow rivers of living water.  

TRANSLATE:  

When he said living water, he was speaking of the Spirit 

TRANSLATE:  

who would be given to everyone believing in him, 

TRANSLATE:  

but the spirit had not yet been given, because Jesus had not yet entered into his glory.”  

TRANSLATE:  

The Lord Jesus was speaking to his disciples 

TRANSLATE:  

and to everyone and anyone who would listen…. even today.  

TRANSLATE:  

It said, “Come to me.  Believe in me.”  

TRANSLATE:  

And then he makes an astounding statement.  

TRANSLATE:  

He says drink,  for the scriptures declare that rivers of living water will flow out from within.  

TRANSLATE:  

Now what Jesus was doing was he was quoting scripture. 

TRANSLATE:  

He said the scriptures declare this.  

TRANSLATE:  

The people of God had already been promised a fountain of life.  

TRANSLATE:  

Hear the word of the Lord from Jeremiah chapter 17 verse 12 and 13.  

TRANSLATE:  

It says, “But we worship at your throne:  eternal, high and glorious, ….

TRANSLATE:  

O Lord the hope of Israel.  

TRANSLATE:  

All who turn away from you will be disgraced and shamed.  

TRANSLATE:  

They will be buried in a dry and dusty grave, 

TRANSLATE:  

for they have forsaken the Lord, the Fountain of the living water.  

TRANSLATE:  

What a beautiful picture.  

TRANSLATE:  

From your belly shall flow rivers of living water, and he spoke of the spirit.  

TRANSLATE:  

He said, “Believe in me, and this fountain of living water will flow from you.”  

TRANSLATE:  

But you know, sometimes when I think of a fountain,…. 

TRANSLATE:  

well I think of the water fountain at a school that shoots up in a small amount.

TRANSLATE:  

 It is hard to get a lot to drink from it.  

TRANSLATE:  

……not much more that a trickle of water reaches your mouth.  

TRANSLATE:  

and you stay there a while drinking little swallows of water if you are really thirsty,

TRANSLATE:  

and you can’t seem to get enough to drink.

TRANSLATE:  

I don’t think the Lord was talking about that amount of water.  

TRANSLATE:  

He wasn’t talking about only a little bit of water.  

TRANSLATE:  

He was talking about a lot of water, a big fountain.  

TRANSLATE:  

A river of living water is actually what he was talking about, ….

TRANSLATE:  

in fact, RIVERS of living water…..

TRANSLATE:  

That is a very large fountain.

TRANSLATE:  

He repeats the concept of “rivers” in Psalm 36.  

TRANSLATE:  

It says, “You feed them from the abundance of your own house, 

TRANSLATE:  

letting them drink from your rivers of delight, 

TRANSLATE:  

for You are the fountain of life, the light by which we see.”  

TRANSLATE:  

O brothers and sisters in Christ, can we grasp this? 

TRANSLATE:  

Rivers of delight, the fountain of life.  

TRANSLATE:  

When we come into the presence of the Lord, 

TRANSLATE:  

and when the spirit of God is moving in our lives, 

TRANSLATE:  

it is like rivers of delight.  

TRANSLATE:  

The Lord can also be compared to “light”

TRANSLATE:  

In John chapter 1 verses 4 and 5, we read, “In him, God,  was life, 

TRANSLATE:  

and the life was the LIGHT of men.  

TRANSLATE:  

And the light shines in darkness; and the darkness comprehends it not.”

TRANSLATE:  

So God is also the fountain of light, the light by which we see.  

TRANSLATE:  

When the light is there, it dispels the darkness.  

TRANSLATE:  

There’s no place for darkness when we are moving in the spirit of God. 

TRANSLATE:  

Generally, the manner in which the Holy Spirit flows most readily …. 

TRANSLATE:  

is in an attitude of praise and worship.  

TRANSLATE:  

As we come before God and simply take our attention off ourselves and our problems, 

TRANSLATE:  

and look to the Lamb of God that was slain,…. 

TRANSLATE:  

look to the High and Mighty One, the Holy One of Israel…..  

TRANSLATE:  

as we look there and declare what the angels declared in Revelation:

TRANSLATE:  

“Holy, holy, holy!  Worthy is the Lamb.  Worthy to be slain.”  Alleluia! 

TRANSLATE:  

Great and glorious King!  Faithful and True!  Alleluia!”  

TRANSLATE:  

…..as we come into the presence of the  Lord Jesus, the Lord of Lords, the King of Kings, 

TRANSLATE:  

and we declare his beauty, 

TRANSLATE:  

and we declare his righteousness, 

TRANSLATE:  

and we declare his holiness, 

TRANSLATE:  

and we honor him with the sacrifice of praise from our hearts, 

TRANSLATE:  

then we are in that fountain of light.  

TRANSLATE:  

We are being bathed. We are being cleansed by the fountain of light.  

TRANSLATE:  

The rivers of delight are flowing through our own hearts.  Alleluia! Alleluia!  

TRANSLATE:  

Yesterday I said I was trying to provoke you a little bit.  

TRANSLATE:  

I tried to provoke you regarding the fact that a true witness delivers souls. 

TRANSLATE:  

Now I am trying to provoke you regarding, a man of God with a secure fortress, ….

TRANSLATE:  

he is going to be a warrior, 

TRANSLATE:  

and he is going to take the kingdom of heaven by force.  Praise the Lord.  

TRANSLATE:  

There is an active part of being a Christian, where we decide what to do.  

TRANSLATE:  

We do the commandments of the Lord.  Praise the Lord!  

TRANSLATE:  

But then there’s a place in God where we simply sit underneath that fountain, 

TRANSLATE:  

where there is nothing for us to do except to acknowledge that God is our “All in All”

TRANSLATE:  

 and allow the rivers of delight to pour out upon us. 

TRANSLATE:  

I thank the Lord for the rivers of delight.  

TRANSLATE:  

“The fear of the Lord is a fountain of life, 

TRANSLATE:  

turning a man from the snares of death,” 

TRANSLATE:  

but be realistic.  There are other fountains.  There are other rivers.  

TRANSLATE:  

There’s a river of difficulty.  Hear what the word of the Lord says in Isaiah 43.  

TRANSLATE:  

 Some of us are swimming in a river of difficulty, 

TRANSLATE:  

and there’s an answer for that too.  Alleluia!  

TRANSLATE:  

Reading from Isaiah chapter 43 starting in verse 1, 

TRANSLATE:  

“But now, O Israel, the Lord who created you, says do not be afraid 

TRANSLATE:  

for I have ransomed you.” 

TRANSLATE:  

“I have called you by name.  You are mine.  

TRANSLATE:  

When you go through deep waters and great trouble, I will be with you.  

TRANSLATE:  

When you go through rivers of difficulty, you will not drown.  

TRANSLATE:  

When you walk through the fire of oppression, you will not be burned up.  

TRANSLATE:  

The flames will not consume you.”  Alleluia!  Promises from God!  

TRANSLATE:  

Real promises from God!  Now listen again to Proverbs 14:27.

TRANSLATE:  

It says, “The fear of the Lord is a fountain of life.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Yes, there is a river of difficulty, 

TRANSLATE:  

but there is a river of delight that is far wider, and when it flows….

TRANSLATE:  

well, I have been in an airplane, and I have seen both clear rivers and dirty rivers, 

TRANSLATE:  

and as the two of them merge, and the dirty river flows into the clean river, 

TRANSLATE:  

yes, you can see in the clean river the presence of the dirt, 

TRANSLATE:  

but eventually the clean river overpowers the dirty river…..  

TRANSLATE:  

and washes it. Alleluia!  

TRANSLATE:   

This fear that it is referring to here, it not a dirty fear.  

TRANSLATE:  

It’s a clean fear.  It tells us in Psalm 19, “the fear of the Lord is clean.” Alleluia!  

TRANSLATE:  

It’s a reverence.  It’s an awe.  It’s a respect.  

TRANSLATE:  

Any god that’s big enough to know me, ….

TRANSLATE:  

to pick me out of 6 and a half billion people on the face of the earth,

TRANSLATE:  

He should be honored and worshipped.  

TRANSLATE:  

God says, “I have called you by name.  You are mine.  

TRANSLATE:  

What an incredible thought that he, the God of the heavens listens to me, 

TRANSLATE:  

and demands that I fear him, demands that I respect him.  

TRANSLATE:  

He demands that I be in awe of him.  

TRANSLATE:  

And as I am in awe of him and fearing him, a fountain of life is released.  

TRANSLATE:  

Jesus said if you believe in me, come and drink, 

TRANSLATE:  

for the scriptures declare that rivers of living water will flow out from within.  

TRANSLATE:  

When he said living water, he was speaking of the spirit.  

TRANSLATE:  

Is the spirit flowing in your life today? 

TRANSLATE:  

Is there a fountain flowing in your life today?  

TRANSLATE:  

When you got up this morning, did you get up in the flow?  

TRANSLATE:  

Did you get up in the “go” of the spirit? 

TRANSLATE:  

You could have.  You should have.  

TRANSLATE:  

It’s your inheritance.  It’s a possibility.  It’s something that’s for you.  

TRANSLATE:  

It’s available to you. …………………It’s wonderful.  

TRANSLATE:  

This is Brother Stephen Keel.  This is A  PROVERB A DAY. 

TRANSLATE:  

 I ask that you would drink from the fountain of life today.  

TRANSLATE:  

God bless you.

TRANSLATE:  

A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

TRANSLATE:  http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

