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164 Discernment  Thursday, Week 33

TRANSLATE:  

When we began this study in Proverbs, we saw a call to wisdom.  

TRANSLATE:  

We saw it in the very first week in the first chapter and in the second chapter.  

TRANSLATE:  

The word of God said, “Seek wisdom….

TRANSLATE:  

…. as you would for silver or gold that was hidden in a field.”  

TRANSLATE:  

It said above all else “get wisdom, get understanding.”  

TRANSLATE:  

With wisdom there is length of life.  

TRANSLATE:  

With wisdom there is peace. Alleluia.  

TRANSLATE:  

Well, today we are going to learn something else about wisdom, …. 

TRANSLATE:  

We are in Proverbs chapter 14 and in verse 33. Hear the word of the Lord.  

TRANSLATE:  

“Wisdom rests in the heart of him that has understanding, 

TRANSLATE:  

but that which is in the midst of fools is made known.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Honestly, that statement itself needs wisdom in order to interpret or to understand.  

TRANSLATE:  

That’s an odd phrase.  It says, “But that which is in the midst of fools is made known.”  

TRANSLATE:  

When I was studying this and researching it, 

TRANSLATE:  

I discovered the reason that the Hebrew is a little difficult to understand.

TRANSLATE:  

That language did not have a word for “not”.  

TRANSLATE:  

In English, we say “not”. 

TRANSLATE:  

As a matter of fact, for a while there was a fad in America 

TRANSLATE:  

where people were simply answering by saying “Not!” 

TRANSLATE:  

or “Not so” or “Not good.” Or “Not!”  

TRANSLATE:  

But apparently that word is not found.  “Not” is not found in the Hebrew language, 

TRANSLATE:  

and so another way of translating that phrase would be this: 

TRANSLATE:  

 “Wisdom is not found among fools.” 

TRANSLATE:  

But the promise is that “wisdom rests in the heart of him who has understanding.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Well even that requires wisdom to understand.   

TRANSLATE:  

Well, what does the proverb mean? 

TRANSLATE:  

Well let’s look at the New International Version.  

TRANSLATE:  

It says, “Wisdom reposes in the heart of the discerning.” 

TRANSLATE:  

Ahh, that’s where we are going to go today.  

TRANSLATE:  

We are going to talk about discernment, and about reposing….

TRANSLATE:  

That’s the same thing it talked about in the King James Version,

TRANSLATE:  

It says, “Wisdom rests.”  

TRANSLATE:  

To rest or to repose is the same thing. 

TRANSLATE:  

But now there is a promise hooked in here.  

TRANSLATE:  

Wisdom is going to repose or rest in the heart of the discerning, 

TRANSLATE:  

or in the heart of a person with understanding.  

TRANSLATE:  

Okay, we already saw the admonition in chapters one and two 

TRANSLATE:  

where it says seek understanding, get understanding.  

TRANSLATE:  

We have to realize that it’s available in order to look out for it and to try to get it.  

TRANSLATE:  

Well, today we are going to talk about discernment.  

TRANSLATE:  

Discernment IS understanding.  

TRANSLATE:  

Now in I Corinthians chapter 12, it mentions certain gifts of the Spirit, 

TRANSLATE:  

……And the gift of discernment is included in this list.  

TRANSLATE:  

Let me read to you a list. 

TRANSLATE:  

It says, “to another is given the working of miracles, to another prophecy, 

TRANSLATE:  

to another discerning of spirits, 

TRANSLATE:  

to another diverse kinds of tongues, 

TRANSLATE:  

to another the interpretation of the tongues.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Now right in the middle, there was a reference to the discerning of spirits, 

TRANSLATE:  

but let’s try to make this even more clear. 

TRANSLATE:  

and if we read it out of the New Living Testament, 

TRANSLATE:  

it says he gives someone else the ability to know 

TRANSLATE:  

whether it is really the Spirit of God or another spirit that is speaking.  

TRANSLATE:  

Still another person is given the ability to speak in unknown languages, 

TRANSLATE:  

and another is given the ability to interpret what is being said.”  

TRANSLATE:  

You see in Proverbs it says in chapter 8, 

TRANSLATE:  

that I wisdom live together with good judgment.  

TRANSLATE:  

I know where to discover knowledge and discernment.  

TRANSLATE:  

All right, discernment, understanding, knowing whether something is of God, 

TRANSLATE:  

from God’s Spirit, or whether it is coming from another spirit.  

TRANSLATE:  

Now before we are done, I hope I can make you hunger for discernment.  

TRANSLATE:  

I can make you desire to have a discerning spirit, 

TRANSLATE:  

because the promise of Proverbs 14:23 is that wisdom rests in the heart of the discerning.  

TRANSLATE:  

Those people that have discernment have wisdom resting in their heart. 

TRANSLATE:  

That’s a promise from the scriptures.  

TRANSLATE:  

If God is going to give you wisdom resting in your heart, 

TRANSLATE:  

as a result of your seeking discernment,…… 

TRANSLATE:  

it is worth seeking discernment, 

TRANSLATE:  

but let’s try to understand what it means to discern?  

TRANSLATE:  

It means precisely this.  It means looking underneath the surface.  

TRANSLATE:  

It means looking at what really is, 

TRANSLATE:  

as opposed to what appears to be.  

TRANSLATE:  

Let me say that again.  Discernment means looking below the surface.  

TRANSLATE:  

It means looking for what really is, 

TRANSLATE:  

as opposed to what appears to be.  

TRANSLATE:  

There are many people living in spiritual darkness, 

TRANSLATE:  

because they do not have discernment.  

TRANSLATE:  

They only look at the outside.  They don’t look at the source.  

TRANSLATE:  

They don’t look at where things come from. 

TRANSLATE:  

In Jonah, it’s expressed in a kind of funny sort of way in the King James Version of the Bible. 

TRANSLATE:  

You know Jonah was upset because God decided to spare Nineveh.  

TRANSLATE:  

He had gone and prophesied that they needed to repent or be destroyed, 

TRANSLATE:  

and they repented, and they weren’t destroyed, 

TRANSLATE:  

but Jonah was upset when that whole thing happened, 

TRANSLATE:  

and God spoke to him and he said, 

TRANSLATE:  

“Well, should I not spare Nineveh, that great city, 

TRANSLATE:  

wherein there are more than 120,000 thousand persons 

TRANSLATE:  

that can not discern between their right hand and their left hand?’ 

TRANSLATE:  

Ha, Ha, These people couldn’t tell the difference between their right hand and their left hand.  

TRANSLATE:  

What does it mean? 

TRANSLATE:  

The Living Testament says Nineveh had more than 120,000 people living in spiritual darkness.  

TRANSLATE:  

You see, it wasn’t really talking about whether they could tell their left hand from their right hand.  

TRANSLATE:  

It was talking about their inability to know what was REALLY going on. 

TRANSLATE:  

It was as if they couldn’t tell their right hand from their left hand.  

TRANSLATE:  

They were living in spiritual darkness.  

TRANSLATE:  

They were only looking at things on the surface.  

TRANSLATE:  

They weren’t looking at the source.  

TRANSLATE:  

They weren’t looking at where things were actually coming from.  

TRANSLATE:  

Now there are more promises associated with discernment. 

TRANSLATE:  

There are some great promises here in Hosea in chapter 14.

TRANSLATE:  

Here is a promise to people who gain discernment and teach discernment.  

TRANSLATE:  

“The Lord says I will heal you of your idolatry and faithlessness.  

TRANSLATE:  

My love will know no bounds and my anger will be gone forever.”  

TRANSLATE:  

That’s good news. I mean, if we got what we deserved,…..  

TRANSLATE:  

we would be under the penalty of God, 

TRANSLATE:  

under the anger of God, 

TRANSLATE:  

because all men have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.  

TRANSLATE:  

We all deserve punishment, but there’s a promise here.  

TRANSLATE:  

“I will heal you of your idolatry and faithlessness, 

TRANSLATE:  

and I will be to Israel like a refreshing due from heaven,” he says.   

TRANSLATE:  

I love this language.  It says her people will blossom like the lily. 

TRANSLATE:  

Someone that gains discernment and teaches discernment will be like a beautiful flower! 

TRANSLATE:  

They will blossom like the lily.  

TRANSLATE:  

They will send roots deep into the soil like the cedars in Lebanon.  

TRANSLATE:  

Cedar trees are marvelous.  

TRANSLATE:  

They can stand. And they can bask in the sunshine…. 

TRANSLATE:  

or they can wave in the wind, and they are unaffected by it.  

TRANSLATE:  

They just seem to wave out praises to God, 

TRANSLATE:  

and Hosea is saying that you can be like that as a Christian.  

TRANSLATE:  

You can be like a Cedar of Lebanon. 

TRANSLATE:  

You can bask in the sunshine, 

TRANSLATE:  

and you can withstand the storms of life, 

TRANSLATE:  

and after the storm passes, you will still be just as green 

TRANSLATE:  

and vibrant and strong as you were before it began. 

TRANSLATE:  

And it goes on and says it’s branches will spread out 

TRANSLATE:  

like those of beautiful olive trees.  

TRANSLATE:  

Now he has switched over from saying that you will be like a cedar 

TRANSLATE:  

to you will be like an olive tree.  

TRANSLATE:  

What is it about an olive tree?  

TRANSLATE:  

Their fruit.  Their fruit just hangs all over them, 

TRANSLATE:  

lovely expensive fruit on the olive trees, 

TRANSLATE:  

and then it says they are as fragrant as the cedar forests of Lebanon.  

TRANSLATE:  

And my people will return again to the safety of their land 

TRANSLATE:  

and they will flourish like grain and blossom like grape vines.  

TRANSLATE:  

They will be as fragrant as the wines of Lebanon.  Ha! 

TRANSLATE:  

Now all of these promises, this wonderful language that’s described here,,,,

TRANSLATE:  

….. is given to people who are wise and understand what is going on.  

TRANSLATE:  

He says, O Israel, stay away from idols, 

TRANSLATE:  

for I am the one who looks after you and cares for you.  

TRANSLATE:  

I am like a tree that is always green, 

TRANSLATE:  

giving fruit to you all through the year.  

TRANSLATE:  

Here is where we wanted to get to now…… 

TRANSLATE:  

“Let those who are wise, understand these things.  

TRANSLATE:  

Let those who are discerning, listen carefully.  

TRANSLATE:  

The paths of the Lord are true and right, 

TRANSLATE:  

and righteous people live, by walking in them, 

TRANSLATE:  

but sinners stumble and fall along the way. 

TRANSLATE:  

The difference between the righteous and the sinner is simply this:  

TRANSLATE:  

….the righteous have wisdom and discernment and understanding.  

TRANSLATE:  

They have the ability to know whether something is coming from the Spirit of God 

TRANSLATE:  

or coming from another spirit.  

TRANSLATE:  

Now believe it or not, this applies to the things inside of the church.  

TRANSLATE:  

There are things that go on inside of the church, 

TRANSLATE:  

that are coming from another spirit.  

TRANSLATE:  

There are activities in the meetings.  

TRANSLATE:  

There are words that are spoken.  

TRANSLATE:  

There are attitudes that are simply not from God, 

TRANSLATE:  

and those that are discerning have the ability to know the difference 

TRANSLATE:  

between those things that are from God and those things that are not from God.  

TRANSLATE:  

Solomon knew that he needed this ability to discern and he cried out. 

TRANSLATE:  

And in I Kings, he said give me an understanding mind 

TRANSLATE:  

so that I can govern your people well 

TRANSLATE:  

and know the difference between right and wrong, 

TRANSLATE:  

for who by himself is able to govern this great nation of yours.  

TRANSLATE:  

Solomon knew that he needed help.  

TRANSLATE:  

He needed the Spirit of Discernment.  

TRANSLATE:  

He needed the supernatural ability from God 

TRANSLATE:  

to know whether the things that he was seeing were from God or from another source.  

TRANSLATE:  

You and I need discernment, because the promise of the Scripture is that  

TRANSLATE:  

 “Wisdom rests in the heart of the discerning.”  

TRANSLATE:  

We’ll talk about this more very soon as a matter of fact.  

TRANSLATE:  

We want to know what is of God and what is not of God.  

TRANSLATE:  

We need and want a discerning spirit.  

TRANSLATE:  

My prayer for you today is that you will look beneath the surface, 

TRANSLATE:  

that you won’t take things at so-called “face value”, 

TRANSLATE:  

but you will find out whether or not it’s from God for sure.  

TRANSLATE:  

This is Brother Stephen Keel.  This is A PROVERB A DAY.  

TRANSLATE:  

This is a great study in the book of Proverbs.  I’m learning from it.  

TRANSLATE:  

I pray that you are learning from it too.  

TRANSLATE:  

Have a great eternity and God bless you!
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