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TRANSLATE:   

Yesterday I tried to make you hungry for the things of God.  

TRANSLATE:   

I was advertising his raisins and his apples, 

TRANSLATE:   

…..and how delicious they are in our mouth, 

TRANSLATE:   

…..how they energize us and enlighten us.  Alleluia! 

TRANSLATE:   

You may be saying to yourself, well I am poor.  

TRANSLATE:   

I don’t have any money.  
TRANSLATE:   

How can I participate in this continual feast?  

TRANSLATE:   

Well, it’s cleared up in the next verse of Proverbs.  

TRANSLATE:   

In Proverbs 15:16, hear the word of the Lord.  

TRANSLATE:   

It says, “Better is little with the fear of the Lord, 

TRANSLATE:   

….than great treasure and trouble therewith.” Alleluia, 

TRANSLATE:   

The New Living Testament says, 

TRANSLATE:   

“It’s better to have little with fear for the Lord than to have a great treasure with turmoil.” 

TRANSLATE:   

And the New International Version says in chapter 15 of Proverbs verse 16, 

TRANSLATE:   

“Better a little with the fear of the Lord than great wealth with turmoil.”  Praise the Lord.  

TRANSLATE:   

Jesus taught on this subject, 

TRANSLATE:   

He was very clear when he gave the illustration of the sower that went out to sow the seed.  

TRANSLATE:   

One of the seeds that fell by the wayside grew up among the thorns and the briers of life, 

TRANSLATE:   

….and when he took his disciples aside later to explain it to them, 

TRANSLATE:   

….he said that this represents the cares and the worries of this world 

TRANSLATE:   

….and the continual thinking about riches and treasures.  

TRANSLATE:   

Another place in the book of Proverbs says…. 

TRANSLATE:   

....that the poor man doesn’t have to worry about being kidnapped and held for ransom.  

TRANSLATE:   

…but the rich man is constantly lying awake at night 

TRANSLATE:   

….worrying about loosing what he owns by robbery or kidnapping, 

TRANSLATE:   

…..and he becomes like that seed that is planted among thorns and briers.
TRANSLATE:   

He could be worried that his money market accounts are not producing more money.
TRANSLATE:   

He could be worried that his sales at his big factory are down from last year….   

TRANSLATE:   

….so that the word of the Lord gets choked out.  It becomes fruitless.
TRANSLATE:   

His mind is hardly ever on the Lord….

TRANSLATE:   

….because he spends all of his time thinking about getting more money, 
TRANSLATE:   

….or thinking about how to keep and protect what he has, 

TRANSLATE:   

….but the scripture teaches us better is little with fear for the Lord 
TRANSLATE:   

….than great treasure and trouble therewith.  

TRANSLATE:   

That fear of the Lord would enable us to walk in the continual feast that we talked about yesterday.  

TRANSLATE:   

Timothy had some instructions from the Apostle Paul, 

TRANSLATE:   

….and he spoke to him about the issue of money.  

TRANSLATE:   

The key verse is in chapter 6 verse 6.  It says, 

TRANSLATE:   

“But godliness with contentment is great gain.”  Alleluia. 

TRANSLATE:   

We are going to look at that passage of scripture “but godliness with contentment”….

TRANSLATE:   

Are you content today?  Are you content in Jesus?  

TRANSLATE:   

Paul said I have learned to be content in whatever condition I find myself in, 

TRANSLATE:   

….whether I have a little or whether I have a lot.  

TRANSLATE:   

I have learned the secret of contentment.  

TRANSLATE:   

That contentment comes from feasting at that continual feast, 

TRANSLATE:   

….eating the raisins and apples of God.  Alleluia.  

TRANSLATE:   

….that experiencing the joy of the Lord. 

TRANSLATE:   

That’s where we truly find our contentment in the continual feast. 

TRANSLATE:   

But there are others who are seeking contentment in another way, in another manner.
TRANSLATE:   

Paul writes to Timothy and here’s what he says to him.  

TRANSLATE:   

“Teach these truths, Timothy, and encourage everybody to obey them.” 

TRANSLATE:   

Now these truths are going to be truths about money.  

TRANSLATE:   

He said, “Some false teachers may deny these things, 

TRANSLATE:   

….but these are sound wholesome teachings of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

TRANSLATE:   

….and they are the foundation for a godly life.” 

TRANSLATE:   

Now he is laying the groundwork for talking about our attitude toward money.  

TRANSLATE:   

He says these are wholesome teachings.  

TRANSLATE:   

I pray that you are listening this morning to these wholesome teachings 

TRANSLATE:   

….because the world is out there telling us that we have to have more.  

TRANSLATE:   

We have to have more money.  

TRANSLATE:   

We have to get richer. 

TRANSLATE:   

You are not successful unless you have a newer car, 

TRANSLATE:   

…a bigger house and better clothes.  

TRANSLATE:   

Jesus says that real life doesn’t consist of the things that we own. 

TRANSLATE:   

Verse 4 chapter 6 of Paul’s letter to Timothy says, 

TRANSLATE:   

“Anyone who teaches anything different is both conceited and ignorant.  

TRANSLATE:   

Such a person has an unhealthy desire to quibble over the meaning of words. 

TRANSLATE:   

This stirs up arguments, envying and jealousy, 

TRANSLATE:   

….fighting, slander and evil suspicions.  

TRANSLATE:   

Their minds are corrupt and they don’t tell the truth.  

TRANSLATE:   

To them religion is just a way to get rich.”  

TRANSLATE:   

For some people, religion is just a way to get rich! 

TRANSLATE:   

Now I hate to say it, but in certain instances, 

TRANSLATE:   

….some men want a lot of money to make their churches grow.  

TRANSLATE:   

They want bigger buildings to hold more people, 

TRANSLATE:   

….and they talk wholeheartedly about a passion for the lost souls and a passion for God, 

TRANSLATE:   

….but is it possible that they have simply become comfortable with earning more money. 

TRANSLATE:   

They have discovered that as the church grows

TRANSLATE:   

….and as people are more and more grateful, 

TRANSLATE:   

 …. the offerings increase so that they can drive better cars, 

TRANSLATE:   

….and they wear better clothes, and they eat better food.  

TRANSLATE:   

They travel more, and they go to more expensive places, and on and on and on. 

TRANSLATE:   

You see, no one is exempt concerning the issues of money. 

TRANSLATE:   

You who are listening today may have a heart for lost and hurting people, 

TRANSLATE:   

….yet you do little about it, because making money takes up most of your time and energy.  

TRANSLATE:   

But Paul teaches Timothy. He says, 

TRANSLATE:   

“True religion is contentment and it’s a great wealth. 

TRANSLATE:   

There’s great spiritual wealth in Godly contentment.” 

TRANSLATE:   

 Paul opens this subject up.  He goes on and he says, 

TRANSLATE:   

“After all, we didn’t bring anything with us when we came into the world, 

TRANSLATE:   

….and we certainly can not carry anything with us when we die.  

TRANSLATE:   

So now he gives a clear instruction.  Hear the word of the Lord. 

TRANSLATE:   

It says, “So if we have food enough and clothing, let us be content.”  

TRANSLATE:   

That’s pretty clear.  If you have clothing and food, be content!  

TRANSLATE:   

Now the scripture also teaches that if riches increase, 

TRANSLATE:   

….don’t set your affections on them.  

TRANSLATE:   

There is no problem with having riches increase.
TRANSLATE:   

In fact, God promises blessings upon his people.
TRANSLATE:   

A man that is humble and useful in the hands of God 

TRANSLATE:   

….may be put in a position to have more wealth, 

TRANSLATE:   

….so that he can distribute that wealth, 

TRANSLATE:   

….so that he can be a blessing to other people, 

TRANSLATE:   

….but in verse 9 here in Timothy chapter 6, it says, 

TRANSLATE:   

“But people who yearn to be rich, fall into temptation, 

TRANSLATE:   

….and are trapped by many foolish and harmful desires 

TRANSLATE:   

….that plunge them into ruin and destruction.”  

TRANSLATE:   

Now he is saying this in the context of the certain people 

TRANSLATE:   

….for whom religion is used as a way to get rich, 

TRANSLATE:   

…..and we are mentioning it because of our study in Proverbs. 

TRANSLATE:   

Chapter 15 verse 16, our verse for today says, “It is better to have little with fear for the Lord, 
TRANSLATE:   

….than to have great treasure with turmoil.”  

TRANSLATE:   

Paul’s instruction to Timothy says, “For the love of money is at the root of all kinds of evil, 

TRANSLATE:   

….and some people craving money have wandered from the faith, 

TRANSLATE:   

….wandered from the faith, and pierced themselves with many sorrows.”  

TRANSLATE:   

How often has it occurred, that a church man who was gifted of God, got tangled up with money, 

TRANSLATE:   

….and it’s the money that brought him down.  

TRANSLATE:   

It was the misuse of the money that brought him down.  

TRANSLATE:   

I can think of instance after instance of church leaders, 

TRANSLATE:   

….who as they became more and more successful, found themselves in a state of turmoil, 

TRANSLATE:   

….as they dealt with more money, their passion for Christ grew colder, 

TRANSLATE:   

….and their desire for a bigger church with larger offerings grew bigger.  

TRANSLATE:   

Alleluia! But Jesus spoke to the young man that wanted to know how to get saved 

TRANSLATE:   

….and said, “There is one thing you still lack.  

TRANSLATE:   

Sell all that you have and give the money to the poor 

TRANSLATE:   

and you will have treasure in heaven, then come follow me. 

TRANSLATE:   

But when the man heard this, he became sad because he was very rich.  

TRANSLATE:   

Jesus watched him go and said to his disciples, 

TRANSLATE:   

How hard it is for rich people to get into the kingdom of God.  

TRANSLATE:   

It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, 

TRANSLATE:   

….than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.  

TRANSLATE:   

Those who heard this said who in the world could be saved?  

TRANSLATE:   

And he replied what is impossible from a human perspective is possible through God.”  

TRANSLATE:   

 “Peter said, We have left our homes and followed you. 

TRANSLATE:   

Yes, Jesus replied. I assure you, everyone who has given up house or wife 

TRANSLATE:   

….or brothers or parents or children for the sake of the kingdom of God 

TRANSLATE:   

….will be repaid many times over in this life as well as receiving eternal life in the world to come.”  

TRANSLATE:   

There is the payment we want.  There is the continual feast we look for. 

TRANSLATE:   

There are riches available to those who have turned their back on the things of this world 

TRANSLATE:   

….who seek first the Kingdom of God and his righteousness.  Alleluia! 

TRANSLATE:   

Proverbs 15:16: “Better is little with the fear of the Lord than great treasure and trouble therewith.”  

TRANSLATE:   

Have you looked at your own life today?  What are you seeking today? 

TRANSLATE:   

How are you spending your time today?  

TRANSLATE:   

Are you spending time seeking the Kingdom of God today?  

TRANSLATE:   

Are you building up the Kingdom of God today or are you building up your own kingdom?  

TRANSLATE:   

How many hours are you going to spend today earning wages 
TRANSLATE:   

….to be placed with a pocket with holes in them?  

TRANSLATE:   

The Scripture says, “Come, let’s build the House of the Lord.”  

TRANSLATE:   

The Scripture invites us to a continual spiritual feast.  

TRANSLATE:   

This is the word of the Lord.  

TRANSLATE:   

This is Brother Stephen Keel.  This is A PROVERB A DAY.  

TRANSLATE:   

I pray that you have a rich eternity, 

TRANSLATE:   

….and that God bless you in spiritual things today.
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