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202 Hearing Correction – Tuesday Week 41

TRANSLATE:  
This is the week when we look at the subject regarding hearing correction, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..receiving rebukes, or reproof, ….and the value of reproof.  

TRANSLATE:  
Yesterday we saw in Proverbs 15:31, 

TRANSLATE:  
….it tells us that he who listens to a life-giving rebuke will be at home among the wise. 

TRANSLATE:  
That’s our desire for each of us to be at home among the wise, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..that we learn to be wise, that we listen to life-giving rebukes.  

TRANSLATE:  
Now the idea is carried forth in Proverbs 15:32.  

TRANSLATE:  
“He that refuses instruction, despises his own soul, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..but he that hears reproof gets understanding.”  

TRANSLATE:  
The New Living Testament says that if you reject criticism, you’ll only harm yourself, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..but if you listen to correction, you will grow in understanding.  

TRANSLATE:  
It is so hard often to receive criticism.  

TRANSLATE:  
Yesterday we looked at Proverbs 16:2 which we will look at again this week.  

TRANSLATE:  
It says, “All the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..but the Lord weighs the spirit.”  

TRANSLATE:  
Everybody thinks…… well, I’m okay.  

TRANSLATE:  
When we think we are okay, we end up protecting ourselves.  

TRANSLATE:  
 When someone criticizes us, or when someone judges us, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..we turn around and we shake our finger at them sanctimoniously 

TRANSLATE:  
…..and we say, “Judge not!  Who are you to judge me?”  

TRANSLATE:  
How often have we heard that coming from the mouth of a fool?  

TRANSLATE:  
A wise person hears correction, listens to it, and thinks about it ….
TRANSLATE:  
….and makes changes in his life, based on those things that are being said.  

TRANSLATE:  
We have to consider though that scripture about  ”don’t judge because you will be judged.”
TRANSLATE:  
Let’s see what it really says so that we can be wise regarding it.  

TRANSLATE:  
Matthew chapter 7 verses 1 through 5.  

TRANSLATE:  
It tells us clearly, stop judging others and you will not be judged.  

TRANSLATE:  
Now I am reading in the New Living Testament.  

TRANSLATE:  
But that’s the very place where that says, “Judge not”.  Verse 2 it says, 

TRANSLATE:  
“For others will treat you as you treat them. 

TRANSLATE:  
 Whatever measure you use in judging others, 

TRANSLATE:  
….it will be used to measure how you are judged.”  

TRANSLATE:  
Now the real message here isn’t that we are not supposed to judge.  

TRANSLATE:  
It’s simply a warning.  It tells us that if we judge badly, we will be judged badly.  

TRANSLATE:  
If we judge wisely, we will be judged wisely.  

TRANSLATE:  
If we offer bad criticism, we will receive bad criticism.  Alleluia, 

TRANSLATE:  
This is all it’s saying here, but it goes on and says 

TRANSLATE:  
….”why worry about a speck in a friend’s eyes when you have a log in your own.  

TRANSLATE:  
How can you think of saying let me help you get rid of that speck in your eye, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..when you can’t see past the log in your own eye?  

TRANSLATE:  
Hypocrite, first get rid of the log from your own eye, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..then perhaps you will be able to see well enough to deal with the speck in your friend’s eyes.”  

TRANSLATE:  
Now even this verse is not telling us that we are never to judge someone. 

TRANSLATE:  
It is telling us how we are to judge someone. 

TRANSLATE:  
It’s telling us, you got to clean up your life.. 

TRANSLATE:  
If you are going to be in the business of telling other people what’s wrong with them, 

TRANSLATE:  
……judgment has to begin in the house of the Lord. 

TRANSLATE:  
You have to start with your own temple.  

TRANSLATE:  
You have got to clean up your own tent, if you are going to be used of the Lord in the business of judging and criticizing.  

TRANSLATE:  
One of the best ways to learn how to criticize, is to listen to criticism yourself.  

TRANSLATE:  
If you can’t hear it when someone judges you, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..how do expect someone else to hear you when you judge them?  

TRANSLATE:  
But we are called to judge.  

TRANSLATE:  
We are called to talk about other people’s faults.  

TRANSLATE:  
We are.  We really are.  

TRANSLATE:  
Listen to what it says in Galatians chapter 6 verses 1 through 3.  

TRANSLATE:  
 “Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..you which are spiritual restore such one in the spirit of meekness, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..considering yourself, lest you also be tempted.  

TRANSLATE:  
Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..for if a man thinks himself to be something when he is nothing, he deceives himself.”  

TRANSLATE:  
Well this is a very clear instruction.  It says, “You who are spiritual.”  

TRANSLATE:  
Who is spiritual?  

TRANSLATE:  
The person who has both listened to criticism, and removed the log from his own eye.  

TRANSLATE:  
They have gone to the Lord and said Lord, search me 

TRANSLATE:  
…..and see if there be any wicked way in me.”  

TRANSLATE:  
They have asked the Lord to cleanse them to make them white,…. to purify them.  

TRANSLATE:  
“Purify my heart, Lord.”  That’s the pray of the spiritual man, of the righteous man, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..and the spiritual man or the righteous man hears criticism.  

TRANSLATE:  
When someone judges him, he listens. 

TRANSLATE:  
He who listens to a life-giving rebuke is at home among the wise…..  Proverbs 15:31
TRANSLATE:  
Proverbs 15:32 says, “If you reject criticism, you only harm yourself, 

TRANSLATE:  
……but if you listen to correction, you grow in understanding.”  

TRANSLATE:  
So Galatians tells us, “If you see someone that is overtaken in a fault, correct him… 

TRANSLATE:  
Help that person, but do it with a spirit of meekness, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..lest you be tempted to do the same kind of thing that they do.  

TRANSLATE:  
There really is quite a bit of instruction regarding correcting others.  

TRANSLATE:  
Listen to what Paul told Timothy in II Timothy chapter 4 verses 2 and 3.  

TRANSLATE:  
He said, “Preach the word. Be persistent, whether the time is favorable or not.  

TRANSLATE:  
Patiently correct, rebuke and encourage your people with good teaching, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..for a time is coming when people will no longer listen to right teaching.  

TRANSLATE:  
They will follow their own desires 

TRANSLATE:  
…..and they will look for teachers who will tell them whatever they want to hear.”  

TRANSLATE:  
Now this is an instruction to the pastor. 

TRANSLATE:  
He is told to correct and rebuke with sound doctrine. 

TRANSLATE:  
We are doing a bit of that even today.  

TRANSLATE:  
We’re pointing out the path of wisdom that’s associated with hearing a rebuke.  

TRANSLATE:  
Paul also talks about rebuking older people. 

TRANSLATE:  
He gives some very interesting instructions here. 

TRANSLATE:  
He says in I Timothy chapter 5 verse 1, “Rebuke not an elder, 

TRANSLATE:  
……but entreat him as a father and the younger men as brethren.”  

TRANSLATE:  
Well, in the New Living Testament, it says, 

TRANSLATE:  
“Never speak harshly to an older man, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..but appeal to him respectfully as though he were your own father.”  

TRANSLATE:  
Now I don’t believe that this is saying that we are never supposed to correct or to point out a fault in an older man.  

TRANSLATE:  
I think that in this case, it really is saying, be very careful how you go about it.  

TRANSLATE:  
Remember Nathan? ….the way Nathan approached King David?  

TRANSLATE:  
He told him a story about a farmer who had a little lamb 

TRANSLATE:  
…..and that little lamb was very much loved by the farmer, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..and a rich person who lived nearby took that lamb and killed it 

TRANSLATE:  
……when he had plenty of lambs of his own that he could have killed.  

TRANSLATE:  
David became furious when he heard this story 

TRANSLATE:  
……and then Nathan said, “You are that man.  

TRANSLATE:  
That’s what you did when you stole the wife, the much loved wife of Uriah.”  

TRANSLATE:  
What Nathan was doing was demonstrating how to rebuke an elder, 

TRANSLATE:  
…… how to rebuke someone in authority over him. 

TRANSLATE:  
Nathan was under the king’s authority, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..and yet he went to the king and very tactfully and carefully, pointed out to him his failure.  

TRANSLATE:  
So we should never speak harshly to an older man, 

TRANSLATE:  
….but appeal to him respectfully as if he were our father. 

TRANSLATE:  
But there’s also another instruction regarding how the leader in the church receives correction or receives rebuke.  

TRANSLATE:  
In I Timothy chapter 5 verses 19 through 20, it tells us,  

TRANSLATE:  
“Do not listen to complaints against an elder unless there are 2 or 3 witnesses to accuse him.  

TRANSLATE:  
Anyone who sins should be rebuked in front of the whole church, 

TRANSLATE:  
so that others will have a proper fear of God.”  

TRANSLATE:  
Now what this is telling us is that pastors, elders, leaders in the church must be convicted 

TRANSLATE:  
…..before their sin is made known.   

TRANSLATE:  
……unless there’s a clear case against them, unless there are two or three witnesses, 

TRANSLATE:  
….unless there’s accurate testimony to show that this elder or leader has done something wrong, 

TRANSLATE:  
 ….we should set it aside.  We shouldn’t listen to it.  We shouldn’t think about it.  

TRANSLATE:  
But if those 2 or 3 witnesses are available, if the elder or pastor has clearly sinned, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..then it tells us that anyone including the pastor 

TRANSLATE:  
…..who sins should be rebuked in front of the whole church, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..so that others will have a proper fear of God. 

TRANSLATE:  
You see, the teacher or the leader has a greater responsibility.  

TRANSLATE:  
 He is demonstrating to the church the way a person should walk.

TRANSLATE:  

Many believers see and think of that person as walking upright before the Lord.
TRANSLATE:  
But if 2 or 3 people have clear evidence against him, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..then he should be publicly rebuked or humiliated.  

TRANSLATE:  
That’s God’s instruction regarding rebuking a pastor or an elder.  

TRANSLATE:  
But regarding the scripture “judge not, lest you be judged.”…. 

TRANSLATE:  
…Ah! it doesn’t say that we are not supposed to judge. 

TRANSLATE:  
It says if you don’t want to be judged in a certain way, then don’t judge others that way. 

TRANSLATE:  

We know that God is the Judge of us all and has asked us to judge others….

TRANSLATE:  

….but we are to judge with righteous judgment.

TRANSLATE:  
We don’t want to be judged badly, then we shouldn’t judge others badly.  

TRANSLATE:  
In Luke, Jesus says, “If another believer sins, rebuke him.  

TRANSLATE:  
Then if he repents, forgive him.”  

TRANSLATE:  
Jesus himself has instructed us to rebuke one another.  

TRANSLATE:  
But we must take the log out of our own eye.  

TRANSLATE:  
You, that are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of humility. 

TRANSLATE:  
 There are 2 sides to this business of being rebuked: the giving and the receiving.  

TRANSLATE:  
I pray that today you will be inspired to be a person who will not reject criticism,…. 

TRANSLATE:  
….but one who will listen to correction and grow in understanding.  

TRANSLATE:  
This is Brother Stephen Keel.  This is A PROVERB A DAY.  

TRANSLATE:  
I pray that this has been profitable to you today.  God bless.  
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