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203 Honor Through Humility – Wednesday

TRANSLATE:  
The book of Proverbs this week has led us to consider both giving and receiving criticism.  

TRANSLATE:  
Popular philosophy tells us that we are not to judge, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..and it usually quotes the Bible and says, 

TRANSLATE:  
 “Oh, don’t you know it says in the Bible “judge not”.  

TRANSLATE:  
But the people that are saying that usually haven’t read what the Bible actually says.  

TRANSLATE:  
What Jesus tells us is to don’t judge badly 

TRANSLATE:  
…..because if you judge badly, you are going to get judged badly. 

TRANSLATE:  
In fact we make judgments every day of our life.  

TRANSLATE:  
It is necessary for us to make judgments. 

TRANSLATE:  
If we didn’t make judgments, our children would be free to associate….. 

TRANSLATE:  
…..with people that were not the right kind of people. 

TRANSLATE:  
We would get involved with business transactions…..
TRANSLATE:  
…..with people that were attempting to steal from us,….. 

TRANSLATE:  
……and we would have things stolen from us,…. 

TRANSLATE:  
….and we couldn’t say anything, because we are not supposed to judge.  

TRANSLATE:  
Wise judgment and spiritual insight are exceedingly important to the Christian.  

TRANSLATE:  
One of the things that is hard for us to do, is to receive criticism. 

TRANSLATE:  
You see, it is our pride that stands between us and the rebuke.  

TRANSLATE:  
When someone rebukes us, when someone corrects us, 

TRANSLATE:  
….when someone admonishes us, our pride doesn’t want to hear it.  

TRANSLATE:  
We want to think about ourselves that we are really okay.  

TRANSLATE:  
We don’t want to know about any fault in our character, 

TRANSLATE:  
….because it injures or wounds our pride.  

TRANSLATE:  
Proverbs 15:32 told us that if you reject criticism, you harm only yourself, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..but if you listen to criticism, you grow wise. 

TRANSLATE:  
The emphasis of this whole radio program  is “learn to be wise”.  

TRANSLATE:  
We are looking at the book of Proverbs.  We are trying to grow in wisdom.  

TRANSLATE:  
One of the wisest things that we can do is to receive criticism. 

TRANSLATE:  
The last verse in chapter 15 of Proverbs contains an essential key 

TRANSLATE:  
…..to our ability to receive criticism, to hear a rebuke, to take correction. 

TRANSLATE:  
Hear the word of the Lord from Proverbs chapter15 verse 33. 

TRANSLATE:  
“The fear of the Lord is the instruction of wisdom, 
TRANSLATE:  

….and before honor is humility.”  

TRANSLATE:  
In the New Living Testament it tells us, 

TRANSLATE:  
“The fear of the Lord teaches a person to be wise.  Humility precedes honor.”  

TRANSLATE:  
Actually the word for humility can also be translated meekness or mildness.  

TRANSLATE:  
Now the world tells us, that we are to be proud, strong, and stand up for our rights, 

TRANSLATE:  
….but the Bible says blessed are the meek for they shall inherit the earth.  

TRANSLATE:  
Who are the meek?  

TRANSLATE:  
What is it about being meek that sets a person apart?  

TRANSLATE:  
What is it about a person that is humble?  

TRANSLATE:  
I am convinced that it has to do with this individual’s ability to give….. 

TRANSLATE:  
……all of the honor and all of the glory to God,…. and to God alone.  

TRANSLATE:  
We don’t toot our own horns.  We don’t promote ourselves. 

TRANSLATE:  
We don’t push ourselves forward as being great or wonderful.
TRANSLATE:  

The world tells us that we have to tell ourselves and others how great we are.  

TRANSLATE:  
If there is anything good about us, it is only there because of Christ Jesus,…. 

TRANSLATE:  
…..because of the Spirit of the Lord being a part of our lives.  

TRANSLATE:  
It’s interesting that it’s possible for a person to be a great leader….. 

TRANSLATE:  
……and still be exceedingly humble and meek.  

TRANSLATE:  
We can see this trait in great men in history, ….
TRANSLATE:  
….but because this is a Bible program, I prefer to stick with a Bible character,

TRANSLATE:  
 …..so let’s take a look at this man named Moses.  

TRANSLATE:  
It tells us in Numbers chapter 12 verse 3.  

TRANSLATE:  
“Now the man Moses was very meek.”  

TRANSLATE:  
Remember meek means to be humble.  It is the opposite of pride.  
TRANSLATE:  

Moses was very meek.  

TRANSLATE:  
“Above all the men which were upon the face of the earth.” 

TRANSLATE:  
That’s a very dramatic statement.  

TRANSLATE:  
Moses was meek above every other man on the face of the earth. 

TRANSLATE:  
He was the meekest man on the face of the earth. 

TRANSLATE:  
He was a humble man.  Praise the Lord.  

TRANSLATE:  
Well, even though he was humble, because he was in a position of leadership, 

TRANSLATE:  
….there were certain people that didn’t like the way he was doing things, 

TRANSLATE:  
 …. or actually they were jealous of him.  

TRANSLATE:  
Now that’s very common in leadership situations,…. 

TRANSLATE:  
….say if someone is only the head of a Sunday School class, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..there is somebody in that Sunday School that wishes that he was the head of the Sunday School,…. 

TRANSLATE:  

He thinks that the teacher isn’t a good teacher.
TRANSLATE:  

He thinks that he would make a better teacher.

TRANSLATE:  
…..and he is jealous of that person in that Sunday School class position.  

TRANSLATE:  
So there is, in fact, wrong criticism that comes forth.  

TRANSLATE:  
Who defends themselves when they are criticized?  

TRANSLATE:  
The proud man!  

TRANSLATE:  
The meek man doesn’t have to defend himself 

TRANSLATE:  
…..because God himself will defend the meek man or the humble man.  

TRANSLATE:  
We see this in this story in Numbers chapter 12 about Moses.  

TRANSLATE:  
It is a story about Moses’ brother and sister,  Aaron and Miriam.  

TRANSLATE:  
At one point in their lives, they were jealous of Moses.  

TRANSLATE:  
Let me read this passage of scripture…..
TRANSLATE:  
….and we will learn something about God defending the meekest man on the face of the earth. 

TRANSLATE:  
It says, “Now Moses was more humble than any other person on earth, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..so immediately the Lord called to Moses, Aaron and Miriam and said, 

TRANSLATE:  
Go out to the tabernacle, all three of you.”  

TRANSLATE:  
Now this occurred right after Aaron and Miriam criticized Moses 

TRANSLATE:  
….because he had married a Cushite woman.  

TRANSLATE:  
They said, “Has the Lord spoken only through Moses?  

TRANSLATE:  
Hasn’t he spoken through us too?  

TRANSLATE:  
But the Lord heard them, so the 3 of them went out 

TRANSLATE:  
….and then the Lord descended in a piller of cloud and stood at the entrance of the tabernacle.  

TRANSLATE:  
Aaron and Miriam, he called, and they stepped forward.  

TRANSLATE:  
And the Lord said to them, Now, listen to me.”  

TRANSLATE:  
 Keep in mind what’s happening here is that Aaron and Miriam have criticized Moses.  

TRANSLATE:  
Moses is the meekest man on the face of the earth,…. 

TRANSLATE:  
and God has called this meeting…..
TRANSLATE:  
….because God himself is going to defend Moses.  

TRANSLATE:  
Listen.  This is the Lord speaking to Miriam and Aaron.  

TRANSLATE:  
“Now listen to me.  Even with the prophets, I the Lord communicate with visions and dreams.”  

TRANSLATE:  
God tells us how he communicates with prophets in visions and dreams.  

TRANSLATE:  
“But that is not how I communicate with my servant Moses.  

TRANSLATE:  
He is entrusted with my entire house. 

TRANSLATE:  
I speak to him face to face, directly and not in riddles.  

TRANSLATE:  
He sees the Lord as he is.  Should you not be afraid to criticize him?”  

TRANSLATE:  
Evidently Aaron and Miriam were not judging righteous judgment. 

TRANSLATE:  
They were merely jealous of Moses’s position of leadership.  

TRANSLATE:  
They said, “Does God only speak through Moses?”  

TRANSLATE:  
Now Moses was the meekest man on the face of the earth. 

TRANSLATE:  
Had he been a proud little poppycock or foolish man, 

TRANSLATE:  
….he probably would have turned to them and said, 

TRANSLATE:  
“Don’t rebuke an elder! 

TRANSLATE:  
I’m in the position of authority over you.  You got no right to challenge me!”  

TRANSLATE:  
Ha, no! Moses didn’t do that at all.  

TRANSLATE:  
The Lord defended Moses.  In verse 9 it says, 

TRANSLATE:  
“The Lord was furious with them, that is, Aaron and Miriam and he departed.  

TRANSLATE:  
As the cloud moved from above the tabernacle, Miriam suddenly became white as snow with leprosy. 

TRANSLATE:  
When Aaron saw what had happened, he cried out to Moses.  

TRANSLATE:  
Oh, my lord, please don’t punish us with this sin which we have so foolishly committed.  

TRANSLATE:  
Don’t let her be like a still-born baby, already decayed at birth. 

TRANSLATE:  
So Moses cried out to the Lord. Heal her, Oh Lord, I beg you.”  

TRANSLATE:  
This is the action of a true leader.  

TRANSLATE:  
He was criticized by Miriam and by Aaron, 

TRANSLATE:  
….and instead of defending himself, instead of shouting back at them,…. 

TRANSLATE:  
…..he ends up praying for them, because God is defending Moses. 

TRANSLATE:  
“And the Lord said to Moses, if her father had spit into her face,…. 

TRANSLATE:  
….wouldn’t she have be defiled for 7 days?  

TRANSLATE:  
Banish her from the camp for 7 days and after that she may return.  

TRANSLATE:  
So Miriam was excluded from the camp for 7 days…. 

TRANSLATE:  
…..and the people waited until she was brought back before they traveled again.  

TRANSLATE:  
Then they left Hazeroth, and they camped in the wilderness of Paran.”  

TRANSLATE:  
Now the implication here is that when Moses cried out to God,…. 

TRANSLATE:  
…..basically God corrected Moses a little bit.
TRANSLATE:  
 He said, “Look, this woman has sinned.  

TRANSLATE:  
If her father had spit in her face, she would have been considered to be unclean. 

TRANSLATE:  
I have done much more than that.  I’ve caused her to have leprosy.  

TRANSLATE:  
She is going to have to pay.  

TRANSLATE:  
So for 7 days she is going to have to set outside the camp,…. 

TRANSLATE:  
…..not participating in the life of the nation of Israel,…. 

TRANSLATE:  
….and then I will heal her, and she can come back.”  

TRANSLATE:  
And she did. 

TRANSLATE:  
We find Moses, the meekest man on the face of the earth, walking in real humility, …
TRANSLATE:  
….and praying for those people who were attacking him,…. 
TRANSLATE:  

…..praying for those people that were against him.  

TRANSLATE:  
“Blessed are the meek for they shall inherit the earth.”  

TRANSLATE:  
Jesus said that in Mark chapter 5, but it is also repeated in Psalm 37.  

TRANSLATE:  
David basically had the same revelation.
TRANSLATE:  
He said, “For yet in a little while, the wicked shall not be found.
TRANSLATE:  
Yes, you shall diligently consider their place (where they used to be), 

TRANSLATE:  
….and it shall not be, (they will be gone!).

TRANSLATE:  

…..but the meek shall inherit the earth, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..and shall delight themselves in the abundance of peace.” 

TRANSLATE:  
Proverbs 15:33 tells us, “Before honor is humility.”  

TRANSLATE:  
Meekness comes before you get elevated to a position of honor.  

TRANSLATE:  
Psalm 149 tells us that Jesus will beautify the meek with salvation.  Alleluia.  

TRANSLATE:  
The world teaches us to be proud.  The Bible teaches us to be meek.  

TRANSLATE:  
James says humble yourself in the sight of the Lord, and he SHALL lift you up…. 

TRANSLATE:  
….and that God will lift you to that place of honor that he wants you to be in.  

TRANSLATE:  
This is Brother Stephen Keel.  This is A PROVERB A DAY.  

TRANSLATE:  
God bless you, and have a great eternity.
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