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204 An Answer From The Lord – Thursday

TRANSLATE:  

A man I love and respect has a favorite saying that he often repeats.  

TRANSLATE:  

He says that big doors swing on little hinges. 

TRANSLATE:  

Isn’t that true that big doors swing on little hinges?  

TRANSLATE:  

A door without a hinge properly installed and working properly, is useless.  

TRANSLATE:  

A great big heavy door…. You simply can’t move it, 

TRANSLATE:  

You can’t get it to go where you need to go, unless the hinge is working properly.  

TRANSLATE:  

Well today we are going to look at the hinge, known as the human heart. 

TRANSLATE:  

If your heart is not right, then the door of your life is simply not going to function properly.  

TRANSLATE:  

Some of us are concerned with seemingly big problems.  

TRANSLATE:  

Our wife is unhappy.  Our children are unhappy.  

TRANSLATE:  

Our finances are out of order.  Our body is sick. 

TRANSLATE:  

Our neighborhood is deteriorating around us. 
TRANSLATE:  

There are wars and famine in parts of the world. 

TRANSLATE:  

People everywhere face big problems,…. 

TRANSLATE:  

…..but the answer to those problems often lie in the condition of a person’s heart.  

TRANSLATE:  

As I have often shown in the book of Proverbs, in our study Learn to Be Wise,

TRANSLATE:  

….we have seen that there’s a connection between the heart and the tongue. 

TRANSLATE:  

The littlest member, the tongue, is connected to the heart, 

TRANSLATE:  

…..the hinge on which the door of our life swings.  

TRANSLATE:  

Hear the word of the Lord from Proverbs 16:1.  It tells us,

TRANSLATE:  

“The preparations of the heart in man and the answer of the tongue, is from the Lord.”  

TRANSLATE:  

The New International Version says,

TRANSLATE:  

“To man belongs the plans of the heart, but from the Lord comes the reply of the tongue.”  

TRANSLATE:  

The New Living Testament says, “We can gather our thoughts, but the Lord gives the right answer.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Now the fact is this Proverb is not as straight forward as other Proverbs.  

TRANSLATE:  

It’s not absolutely clear what’s being talked about here.  

TRANSLATE:  

To man belongs the plans of the heart, the preparations of the heart in man.  

TRANSLATE:  

It’s a bit obscure. I say in some ways, it’s a difficult proverb to understand,….. 

TRANSLATE:  

…..but as I sought the Lord regarding it, I think that I have the connection….. 

TRANSLATE:  

…..between this Proverb and the Gospel as it is presented in the book of Luke. 

TRANSLATE:  

 ……and I’ll show you what that connection is in just a moment.  

TRANSLATE:  

Before I do, we have to mention some issues regarding the heart.  

TRANSLATE:  

Our heart needs repair.  Our heart needs to be fixed.  

TRANSLATE:  

Jeremiah chapter 17 verses 9 and 10.  These are bedrock truths regarding the heart.  

TRANSLATE:  

It tells us the human heart is most deceitful and desperately wicked.  

TRANSLATE:  

Who knows how really bad it is?  But I know.  

TRANSLATE:  

I the Lord search all hearts and examine secret motives.  

TRANSLATE:  

I give all people their due rewards according to what their actions deserve.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Unless we can own the truth regarding the condition of the human heart,….
TRANSLATE:  
….. very difficult for us to realize how desperately wicked it is, 

TRANSLATE:  

…..and what great need we have, to have our heart fixed, or have our heart repaired.  

TRANSLATE:  

God is the heart surgeon.  He repairs hearts.  He fixes hearts. 

TRANSLATE:  

David knew that. He called out and asked God to fix his heart, to repair it.  

TRANSLATE:  

He says, “Wash me clean from my guilt.  Purify me from my sin.” 

TRANSLATE:  

He is speaking now in Psalm 51.  “For I recognize my shameful deeds.  

TRANSLATE:  

They haunt me night and day.  Against you and you alone have I sinned.  

TRANSLATE:  

I have done what is evil in your sight.  

TRANSLATE:  

You will be proved right and what you say and your judgment against me is just,…. 

TRANSLATE:  

…..for I was born a sinner, yes. From the moment my mother conceived me,…. 

TRANSLATE:  

…..but you desire honesty from the heart, so you can teach me to be wise in my inner most being.  

TRANSLATE:  

Purify me of my sins and I will be clean. Wash me and I will be whiter than snow.”  

TRANSLATE:  

This purification that he is asking for is in the heart. 

TRANSLATE:  

He said, “Create in me a clean heart, Oh Lord.”  

TRANSLATE:  

We need a clean heart in order for the answer from our tongue to be truly from the Lord. 

TRANSLATE:  

Let’s jump to the Gospel of Luke.  

TRANSLATE:  

Now what we are going to read in Luke applies to people that Jesus was speaking to 2000 years ago,

TRANSLATE:  

…..and it applies to us today as much as it did then.  

TRANSLATE:  

But understand this: it applies primarily and solely to people with pure hearts,…. 

TRANSLATE:  

….hearts that have been fixed,…. hearts that have been made right by the Holy Spirit.  

TRANSLATE:  

He tells us in Luke 21, verses 8 through 19.  

TRANSLATE:  

He says, “Don’t let anyone mislead you, for many will come in my name, claiming to be the Messiah, 

TRANSLATE:  

….saying the time has come, but don’t believe them, 

TRANSLATE:  

…..and when you hear of wars and insurrections, don’t panic.  

TRANSLATE:  

Yes, these things must come, but the end won’t follow immediately.  

TRANSLATE:  

Then he added, nations and kingdoms will proclaim war against each other.  

TRANSLATE:  

There will be great earthquakes. There will be famines and epidemics in many lands…. 

TRANSLATE:  

….and there will be terrifying things, and great and miraculous signs in the heavens.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Now this is a well-know portion of the scripture.
TRANSLATE:  

I suppose that Christians in every era have thought that the end of the age was close.
TRANSLATE:  

And if we think that is true today…..well maybe it is….but only God knows.

TRANSLATE:  

Jesus is predicting the end of the age.  He is predicting the end of time as we know it, 

TRANSLATE:  

….and all of these signs about war and famine and earthquakes and so on, are common to man. 

TRANSLATE:  

They’ve occurred throughout the centuries, but today with the advent of radio, television, the even the Internet,
TRANSLATE:  

….we have instant information about events in the world as they are happening. 

TRANSLATE:  

We are more aware of these things than ever before. 

TRANSLATE:  

We realize without the TV set, there could be an earthquake only 500 miles away 

TRANSLATE:  

…..and we might not even know about it, but today instantly we are aware.  

TRANSLATE:  

We are conscious of every natural disaster that occurs any place on the face of the earth.  

TRANSLATE:  

So our tendency to panic increases, but Jesus said don’t let anybody mislead you, saying the time has come,…. 

TRANSLATE:  

and when you hear of wars and insurrections, don’t panic.  

TRANSLATE:  

Yes, these things must come, but the end won’t follow immediately.”  

TRANSLATE:  

But there is something that will occur, but before all of these catastrophes, ….
TRANSLATE:  

….before all of these wars and insurrections and famines, 
TRANSLATE:  

…..there will be a time of great persecution.  

TRANSLATE:  

You will be dragged into synagogues and prisons,….. 

TRANSLATE:  

…..and you will be accused before kings and governors of being my followers.  

TRANSLATE:  

Now brothers and sisters in Christ, I believe that the changes in my country over the last 30 years….. 

TRANSLATE:  

…..regarding not being permitted to read aloud the Bible and pray in many public places,…. 
TRANSLATE:  

…..are just preparations for this time of great persecution.  

TRANSLATE:  

Here we are a Christian nation, founded on principles of the Bible,…. 

TRANSLATE:  

…..and now we are being told that we can not post the 10 Commandments on the walls of the court house. 

TRANSLATE:  

We are told that children can’t carry Bibles in schools. 

TRANSLATE:  

We are told that we can’t pray at the beginning of sporting events or graduations.  

TRANSLATE:  

If you think about it, all of this is the laying of ground work, for the great persecution, ..
TRANSLATE:  

….the great time of persecution that Jesus is referring to here is Luke chapter 21.  

TRANSLATE:  

But it’s not such a bad thing, because listen to verse 13. 

TRANSLATE:  

Jesus says that during this time of persecution, this will be your opportunity to tell them about me.  

TRANSLATE:  

He goes on further and says don’t worry about how to answer the charges against you,… 

TRANSLATE:  

….for I will give you the right words and such wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to reply.  

TRANSLATE:  

Even those closest to you, your parents, brothers, relatives and friends will betray you, 

TRANSLATE:  

….and some of you will be killed, and everyone will hate you,…. 

TRANSLATE:  

….because of your allegiance to me, but not a hair on your head will perish.  

TRANSLATE:  

By standing firm you will win souls.”  

TRANSLATE:  

I believe this reference in Luke is directly tied to the reference in Proverbs.  

TRANSLATE:  

Proverbs 16:1 says, “The preparations of the heart in man and an answer of the tongue is from the Lord.”  

TRANSLATE:  

The New Living Testament says, “But the Lord gives the right answer.” 

TRANSLATE:  

He’s telling us clearly here in Luke, that during this time of persecution,….. 

TRANSLATE:  

….you don’t even have to worry about what you are going to say,…. 

TRANSLATE:  

because the Lord will give you the right answer.  

TRANSLATE:  

He will speak through you.  Salvation will come forth.  

TRANSLATE:  

There will be a manifestation of wisdom and truth spoken through your fixed heart,…. 

TRANSLATE:  

….through your clean heart that will convince and lead many to Jesus.  Alleluia.  

TRANSLATE:  

The preparations of the heart in man and the answer of the tongue is from the Lord. 

TRANSLATE:  

That verse is for the days that are to come, a time of great trouble, a time of difficulty. 

TRANSLATE:  

Will your heart be ready?  Will your heart be prepared?  

TRANSLATE:  

Have you witnessed the control of your tongue already in your life?  

TRANSLATE:  

Is Jesus the Lord of your heart and the Lord of your tongue?  

TRANSLATE:  

You know that’s something that you can determine by just listening.  

TRANSLATE:  

You have ears…..listen to what comes out of your tongue?  

TRANSLATE:  

Is it anger, criticism, judgment, ….
TRANSLATE:  

….or is it edification?  Is it love?  

TRANSLATE:  

Is your tongue building or destroying?  

TRANSLATE:
Your tongue is very little….just like the hinge on a door,

TRANSLATE:  

…. it can do much good or much evil.

TRANSLATE:  

 James chapter 3 tells us that great ships are turned with a very small helm, 

TRANSLATE:  

….and the tongue does exactly the same thing as the helm.

TRANSLATE:  

If your heart is fixed, then your tongue will be fixed too.  

TRANSLATE:  

Is your heart fixed?  If it is not, it can be. 

TRANSLATE:  

Ask the Lord today to fix your heart.  

TRANSLATE:  

You may need only a few minor repairs or you may need a major overhaul.  

TRANSLATE:  

You may need a whole new heart.  It’s available in Christ.  Alleluia.  

TRANSLATE:  

This is Brother Stephen Keel.  This is A PROVERB A DAY. 

TRANSLATE:  

Have a great eternity and walk in peace today…. 

TRANSLATE:  

….and let your tongue speak of the glorious things of God.

Translate here:   
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