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205 The Lord's Answer – Friday

TRANSLATE:  

If you listened to the last A Proverb A Day program, 

TRANSLATE:  

….you heard us talking about the heart and the tongue, 

TRANSLATE:  

….and how they are connected to each other, 

TRANSLATE:  

….and how the Lord wants to have real control of our tongue, 

TRANSLATE:  

….and what he promised at the end of the age, at a time of great persecution.
TRANSLATE:  

This actually happened in 70 AD when Jerusalem fell and the church was dispersed.

TRANSLATE:  

It marked the end of the Israel as a nation and ushered in the age of the Gentiles.

TRANSLATE:  

The Book of Acts tells of imprisonments and beatings… 

TRANSLATE:  

….of those believers who appeared before kings and rulers, 

TRANSLATE:  

….and God gave them an answer.  

TRANSLATE:  

God told them what to say.  

TRANSLATE:  

He spoke through them….. 

TRANSLATE:  

….and many were convicted of their sins, 

TRANSLATE:  

…..and many came to Christ.  Praise the Lord.  

TRANSLATE:  

The tongue and the heart are deeply connected to each other.  

TRANSLATE:  

Proverbs 16:2 tells us that all the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes, ….
TRANSLATE:  

…..but the Lord weighs the spirits.  

TRANSLATE:  

Now I’ve quoted this scripture very often…. 

TRANSLATE:  

….as we talked about the intents and the thoughts of a man’s heart. 

TRANSLATE:  

Today though we are going to continue to make the connection 

TRANSLATE:  

…..between our ways being clean in our own eyes and our tongue and our heart,

TRANSLATE:  

 ….and how they work together, 

TRANSLATE:  

….how they give the answer that comes from the Lord.  

TRANSLATE:  

In order to deal with this subject, 

TRANSLATE:  

….we need to understand the true condition of the human heart.  

TRANSLATE:  

We looked at this yesterday.  

TRANSLATE:  

We have looked at this in times past and we are going to look at this again in the future.  

TRANSLATE:  

Here’s a scripture that you should learn for memory. 

TRANSLATE:  

Here’s a scripture that you should be extremely familiar with.  

TRANSLATE:  

It’s Jeremiah chapter 17 verses 9 and 10.  

TRANSLATE:  

“The human heart is most deceitful and desperately wicked.  

TRANSLATE:  

Who really knows how bad it is?  

TRANSLATE:  

But I know.   I, the Lord, search all hearts and examine secret motives. 

TRANSLATE:  

I give all people their due rewards according to what their actions deserve.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Now, the issue about all the ways of a man being clean in his own eyes…. 

TRANSLATE:  

…..is directly related to the fact that he has a wickedly deceitful heart.  

TRANSLATE:  

We can justify our ways easily by simply listening to our lying heart.  

TRANSLATE:  

Our lying heart says you have got a right to be angry. 

TRANSLATE:  

You’ve got a right to be jealous.   

TRANSLATE:  

Well, do we really have a right to be mad?  

TRANSLATE:  

The scripture tells us that we should love our enemies…. 

TRANSLATE:  

….and to do good to those that use us badly. 

TRANSLATE:  

The heart of Jesus is set on returning “good” for “bad”. 

TRANSLATE:  

You see, while we were still sinners, while we were mocking Christ,….
TRANSLATE:  

…..he was dying on the cross for the forgiveness of our sins.  

TRANSLATE:  

He was setting an example.  

TRANSLATE:  

He was demonstrating real love.  

TRANSLATE:  

Real love doesn’t respond with anger.  

TRANSLATE:  

Real love responds with concern, with love. Alleluia!  

TRANSLATE:  

The Lord wants our hearts to be pure,… 

TRANSLATE:  

….and then it won’t matter whether all the ways of a man are clean in their own eyes.  

TRANSLATE:  

The Lord will have weighed the spirits. 

TRANSLATE:  

The Lord will have created in us a clean heart. 

TRANSLATE:  

Now we read out of Luke 21 about that great persecution. 

TRANSLATE:  

That prophecy pertained to the fall of Israel as a nation almost 2000 years ago.
TRANSLATE:  

For it says in verse 24, “They shall fall by the edge of the sword, 
TRANSLATE:  

….and shall be led away captive unto all nations: 

TRANSLATE:  

….and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles…. (that’s us)…. until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.” 

TRANSLATE:  

…but Luke chapter 21 has information about the end of the NEXT age as we read further on.

TRANSLATE:  

Starting in verse 25, “and there shall be signs in the sun and in the moon and in the stars: 

TRANSLATE:  

….and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity: 

TRANSLATE:  

….the sea and the waves roaring: men’s hearts failing them for fear.”  

TRANSLATE:  

This prophecy affects the whole world, and it hasn’t happened yet. 
TRANSLATE:  

That end time is known as the Great Day of the Lord. 

TRANSLATE:  

Zephaniah refers to it and adds a little something. 

TRANSLATE:  

In chapter 3 verse 9, he says, “On that day”.  That’s the day of the Lord.  

TRANSLATE:  

 “On that day, I will purify the lips of all people.” 

TRANSLATE:  

 HMMM  Praise the Lord. That sounds like a good thing.  

TRANSLATE:  

That’s what I need. I need to have my lips purified.  

TRANSLATE:  

Of course we have studied this matter well enough…. 

TRANSLATE:  

….to realize that he is not going to merely purify our lips.  

TRANSLATE:  

If he is going to get our lips pure, he is also going to fix our heart, 

TRANSLATE:  

…..because our heart determines what comes forth from our lips.  

TRANSLATE:  

What he promises…oh, some great promises here in Zephaniah.  

TRANSLATE:  

 “I will purify the lips of all people 

TRANSLATE:  

…..so that everyone will be able to worship the Lord together.  

TRANSLATE:  

Oh! When we all have a heart that is fixed, that has the motives of God in it,

TRANSLATE:  

 …..then we’ll come together as brothers and sisters in Christ.  

TRANSLATE:  

Jealousy and anger will be gone. 

TRANSLATE:  

TRANSLATE:  

He said, “My scattered people who live beyond the rivers of Ethiopia…. 

TRANSLATE:  

….will come to present their offerings.  

TRANSLATE:  

And then you will no longer need to be ashamed of yourselves, 

TRANSLATE:  

…..for you will no longer be rebels against me.”  

TRANSLATE:  

What a promise!  I think most of us, if we were to be truly honest, 

TRANSLATE:  

……would be ashamed of ourselves.  

TRANSLATE:  

IF we think about it, we don’t do what we know we ought to do. 

TRANSLATE:  

We are not going around, fulfilling the great commission. 

TRANSLATE:  

Jesus said, “Go ye …(or go you)…. into all the world making disciples of all men.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Are we doing that?  

TRANSLATE:  

Are we being obedient to the great commission?  

TRANSLATE:  

He said, “Don’t hide your light under a bushel.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Are we doing that?  

TRANSLATE:  

When we step into a room where people are telling dirty jokes, 

TRANSLATE:  

….do we condone it by our silence, 

TRANSLATE:  

….or do we turn away and say that no unclean thing shall come into my ears?  

TRANSLATE:  

We ought to be ashamed.  

TRANSLATE:  

We are not taking advantage of the power that is available to us in Christ, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..to love our enemy, to walk in victory.  

TRANSLATE:  

But at this time, it says, “You will no longer need to be ashamed of yourselves, 

TRANSLATE:  

….or you will no longer be rebels against me.  

TRANSLATE:  

I will remove all the proud and arrogant people from among you.  

TRANSLATE:  

There will be no pride in my holy mountain.”  

TRANSLATE:  

If we got real about it, we’d realize that it’s pride 

TRANSLATE:  

….that prevents the holiness of God from coming forth. 

TRANSLATE:  

And the worst kind of pride is religious pride, 

TRANSLATE:  

 He says there will be no pride on my holy mountain.  

TRANSLATE:  

Those who are left will be lowly and humble, 

TRANSLATE:  

….for it is they who trust in the name of the Lord.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Remember Moses?  We looked at him earlier this week.  

TRANSLATE:  

He was the meekest man on the face of the earth, 

TRANSLATE:  

….and yet he was the most powerful leader known at that time.  

TRANSLATE:  

The lowest, humility!  There will be no pride on the holy mountain. 

TRANSLATE:  

Those who are left will be lowly and humble, 

TRANSLATE:  

…..for it is they who trust in the name of the Lord.  

TRANSLATE:  

The people of Israel, and we could substitute in there the people of the church, 

TRANSLATE:  

…..because we are spiritual Israel, the people of Israel 

TRANSLATE:  

…..who survive will do no wrong to each other, 

TRANSLATE:  

….never telling lies or deceiving one another.  

TRANSLATE:  

….because on that day the Lord will purify the lips of all people.  Alleluia!  

TRANSLATE:  

That we should have pure hearts, 

TRANSLATE:  

…..that we would no longer be deceiving one another or lying to one another, 

TRANSLATE:  

…..and when this occurs ….when pride is removed, 

TRANSLATE:  

…..when humility and meekness reign, there is another promise. 

TRANSLATE:  

It says, “They will live peaceful lives,….
TRANSLATE:  

…..lying down to sleep in safety.”  Oh Alleluia, peaceful lives!  

TRANSLATE:  

And then it says, “There will be no one to make them afraid.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Now I don’t know whether this means that all bad people will be removed, 

TRANSLATE:  

……or whether there will be no bad person bad enough to make us afraid. 

TRANSLATE:  

In any case, there simply will be nobody to make us afraid, 

TRANSLATE:  

….because the peace of God will have such control over our hearts.  

TRANSLATE:  

We will be so confident in Christ Jesus that no evil will disturb our peace.  

TRANSLATE:  

We will have such strength of character, 

TRANSLATE:  

…..that no evil will make us afraid. And then he tells us, 

TRANSLATE:  

 “Sing, Oh daughter of Zion.  Shout aloud, Oh Israel.  

TRANSLATE:  

Be glad and rejoice with all your heart, 

TRANSLATE:  

Oh daughter of Jerusalem, for the Lord will remove his hand of judgment 

TRANSLATE:  

….and will disperse the armies of your enemy 

TRANSLATE:  

…...and the Lord himself, the King of Israel will live among you.  

TRANSLATE:  

At last your troubles will be over, 

TRANSLATE:  

….and you will fear disaster no more.”  Alleluia.  

TRANSLATE:  

When our heart is right, when our tongue is purified, 

TRANSLATE:  

….when pride has been removed from our midst, 

TRANSLATE:  

…..he says that all of your troubles will be over, 

TRANSLATE:  

….and you will fear disaster no more. 

TRANSLATE:  

I know this may not seem to be connected to Proverbs 16:2, 

TRANSLATE:  

….but it’s connected in my heart and in my spirit.  

TRANSLATE:  

Proverbs 16:2 says, “All the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes, 

TRANSLATE:  

….but the Lord weighs the spirits.” 

TRANSLATE:  

Because he weighs the spirits and finds out that we need to have our heart fixed, 

TRANSLATE:  

……we can go to him and say please fix my heart, Oh Lord.  

TRANSLATE:  

Purify my heart.  Cleanse my heart.  

TRANSLATE:  

Make these promises of Zephaniah come forth in my life. 

TRANSLATE:  

I Peter 3:10 through 12 says, “If you want a happy life and good days,” 

TRANSLATE:  

That’s what we want, a happy life and good days. 

TRANSLATE:  

“Keep your tongue from speaking evil.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Zephaniah said, on that day I’ll purify the lips of my people.  

TRANSLATE:  

God will enable us to stop speaking evil, to stop telling lies.  

TRANSLATE:  

Peter says to turn away from evil and do good.  

TRANSLATE:  

Work hard at living in peace with others. 

TRANSLATE:  

The eyes of the Lord watch over those who do right 

TRANSLATE:  

….and his ears are open to their prayers, 

TRANSLATE:  

…..but the Lord turns his face against those who do evil.  

TRANSLATE:  

We can’t obey this scripture without having our heart repaired.  

TRANSLATE:  

If you need a new heart, it’s available. 

TRANSLATE:  

Cry out to God, give me a new heart.  

TRANSLATE:  

This is Brother Stephen Keel.  This is PROVERB A DAY. 

TRANSLATE:  

I pray that you will have a great eternity and have a new heart. God bless.
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