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Translate here:  

One of the goals of A PROVERB A DAY 

Translate here:  

has been to elevate the role of wisdom, knowledge and understanding in our lives.  

Translate here:  

I have in my own mind and even on paper, a “Learn to be Wise”.  series of teachings. 

Translate here:  

I am gaining wisdom in my own life, …

Translate here:  

…..and I pray that you are too, as you listen regularly to A PROVERB A DAY .  

Translate here:  

Today our proverb is an advertisement for A PROVERB A DAY.  

Translate here:  

Hear the word of the Lord from Proverbs 16:16. 

Translate here:  

“How much better is it to get wisdom than gold, ….
Translate here:  

…..and to get understanding rather to be chosen,… than silver.” 

Translate here:  

The New International Version says,  “How much better to get wisdom than gold,…. 

Translate here:  

….to choose understanding rather than silver.”  

Translate here:  

In order that we don’t miss it, let’s go look at it in the New Living Testament.  

Translate here:  

“How much better to get wisdom than gold,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and understanding than silver.” 

Translate here:  

I think often we say I just don’t have time to study the word of God.  

Translate here:  

When we say that we are actually lying to ourselves. 

Translate here:  

The truth is that there are 24 hours in every day,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and when we say we don’t have time to study the word of God,….. 

Translate here:  

what we are really saying is that studying the word of God is not a priority for me. 

Translate here:  

It is not something that I consider important enough….. 

Translate here:  

…..to set aside time in my day to do.  

Translate here:  

Now you are arguing with me already.  

Translate here:  

Oh, I have got to go to work.  

Translate here:  

I have got to take care of my ailing mother, 

Translate here:  

…..or I have got to take care of my children.  

Translate here:  

I have all these demands on my life that have to be done.  

Translate here:  

What you are saying is I made a priority about going to work. 

Translate here:  

I have made a priority about taking care of my ailing mother. 

Translate here:  

I have made a priority about caring for my children. 

Translate here:  

All of those things should be priorities,….. 

Translate here:  

…….but the scripture tells us, to seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness….. 

Translate here:  

…..and all of these other things will be added unto you.  

Translate here:  

Let’s read directly out of Matthew chapter 6 verses 31 through 34 in the King James Version..  

Translate here:  

“Therefore, take no thought saying what shall we eat or what shall we drink…. 

Translate here:  

….or how shall we be clothed,… 

Translate here:  

….for after all, these things do the Gentiles seek,…. 

Translate here:  

…..for your heavenly Father knows that you have need of all of these things, 

Translate here:  

….but seek you first the kingdom of God and his righteousness,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and all these things shall be added unto you. 

Translate here:  

Therefore take no thought for tomorrow,…. 

Translate here:  

…..for tomorrow shall take thought for the things of itself.  

Translate here:  

Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.”  

Translate here:  

I wonder if these words are words that guide our life 

Translate here:  

….or these are simply words out of the Bible that sound familiar to us,…. 

Translate here:  

…..that we think are good things to hear and say?  

Translate here:  

Hear it from the New Living Testament starting in verse 24. 

Translate here:  

“No one can serve 2 masters…. 

Translate here:  

…..for you will hate one and love the other,….. 

Translate here:  

…..or be devoted to one and despise the other.  

Translate here:  

You can not serve both God and money.”  

Translate here:  

Now you can see why I have chosen to go back to 2 verses. 

Translate here:  

…..because Proverbs 16:16 it says, 

Translate here:  

“How much better to get wisdom that gold, and understanding than silver.”  

Translate here:  

Certainly the teachings of Jesus are agreeing with the teachings of the book of Proverbs.  

Translate here:  

Back to Matthew:  “But I tell you, don’t worry about everyday life,…. 
Translate here:  

…..whether you will have enough food, drink and clothes.  

Translate here:  

Doesn’t life consist of more than food and clothing?  

Translate here:  

Look at the birds. 

Translate here:  

They don’t need to plant or harvest or put food in barns,…. 

Translate here:  

…..because our heavenly Father feeds them.  

Translate here:  

Are you not far more valuable to him than they are?  

Translate here:  

Can all your worries add a single moment to your life?  

Translate here:  

Of course not!”  

Translate here:  

That’s a very radical statement that the Lord Jesus is making here about our priorities. 

Translate here:  

In verse 28: “And why worry about your clothes.  

Translate here:  

Look at the lilies and how they grow.  

Translate here:  

They don’t work and make their clothing, ….
Translate here:  

…..yet Solomon and all his glory was not dressed as beautifully as they are, 

Translate here:  

……and if God cares so wonderfully for flowers that are here today and gone tomorrow,…. 

Translate here:  

….won’t he more surely care for you?  

Translate here:  

You have so little faith.  

Translate here:  

So don’t worry about having enough food or drink or clothing.  

Translate here:  

Why be like the pagans who are so deeply concerned about these things.  

Translate here:  

Your heavenly Father already knows all your needs,…. 

Translate here:  

….and he will give you all you need from day to day….. 

Translate here:  

…..if you live for him and make the kingdom of God your primary concern. 

Translate here:  

So don’t worry about tomorrow for tomorrow will bring its own worries.  

Translate here:  

Today’s trouble is enough for today.”  Praise the Lord!  

Translate here:  

I think that this set of scriptures is probably the most challenging, .  

Translate here:  

He said don’t worry about tomorrow.  

Translate here:  

He said make serving God and the Kingdom and the kingdom things your primary concern. 

Translate here:  

Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness. 

Translate here:  

We say that we are Christians. 

Translate here:  

….but on a day-by-day basis, is the kingdom of God our primary concern?  

Translate here:  

Do we seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness?  

Translate here:  

Are we convinced that it is much better to get wisdom than gold?  

Translate here:  

And that understanding is to be chosen rather than silver? 

Translate here:  

All we have to do is think back on how we lived last week.  

Translate here:  

Just look at yesterday.  

Translate here:  

How did we spend our time yesterday?  

Translate here:  

What were we seeking first, God or money?  

Translate here:  

Many of us work very hard yesterday.  

Translate here:  

I worked very hard yesterday,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and we justified it using some wisdom that’s found in the scriptures. 

Translate here:  

Proverbs 23:3 says,  “A prudent person foresees danger ahead and takes precautions.”  

Translate here:  

The danger is if you don’t work, you are not going to pay your bills,….
Translate here:  

…..and if you don’t pay your bills, the electricity is going to get turned off. 
Translate here:  

You won’t have money to buy food.
Translate here:  

So “A prudent person foresees danger ahead and takes precaution. 

Translate here:  

…but the simpleton goes blindly on and suffers the consequences.”  

Translate here:  

Sometimes we say about a man,….. 

Translate here:  

….that he is so heavenly minded that he is no earthly good. 

Translate here:  

He appears to be a simpleton, who will suffer the consequences.  

Translate here:  

This Proverb I just read out of Proverbs 23:3 is repeated word for word in Proverbs 27:12  

Translate here:  

Let me read it again.  

Translate here:  

“A prudent person foresees the danger ahead and takes precautions.  

Translate here:  

The simpleton goes blindly on and suffers the consequences.” 

Translate here:  

We’re supposed to work to get ahead in this world, aren’t we? 

Translate here:  

In Proverbs 30:25 it says,  “Ants are creatures of little strength, yet they store up their food in the summer.  

Translate here:  

If we were living in New York State, and we didn’t cut firewood in the summertime,…. 
Translate here:  

…..we would get very cold in the wintertime,…. 

Translate here:  

…..because snow and ice are going to come.  

Translate here:  

But the question is what is the wisest thing we can do…. 

Translate here:  

…..in the course of preparing for the danger that’s ahead? 

Translate here:  

Let’s see if the word of God answers that question for us.  

Translate here:  

Listen as re re-read something we covered months ago:  

Translate here:  

Proverbs chapter 2 verses 1 through 5.  . 

Translate here:  

Let’s see if we can hear the wisdom of God regarding preparing for the danger.  

Translate here:  

“My sons, if you accept my words and store up my commands within you…..”  

Translate here:  

….turning your ear to wisdom and applying your heart to understanding,….. 

Translate here:  

…..and if you cry out for insight and cry aloud for understanding,….. 

Translate here:  

…..and if you look for it as silver and search for it as hidden treasure,….. 

Translate here:  

…..then you will understand the fear of the Lord…. 

Translate here:  

…..and find the knowledge of God.”  

Translate here:  

I believe he is saying we are supposed to make a priority,…. 

Translate here:  

…..of storing up of God’s commands in our hearts.  

Translate here:  

It’s repeated in Proverbs 7 verses 1 through 5.  

Translate here:  

“My son, keep my words and store up my commands within you.  

Translate here:  

Keep my commands and you will live.  

Translate here:  

Guard my teachings as the apple of your eye.  

Translate here:  

Bind them on your fingers.  

Translate here:  

Write them on the table of your heart.  

Translate here:  

Say to wisdom: Look, you are my sister…. 

Translate here:  

….and call Understanding, your kinsman.  

Translate here:  

That will keep you from the adulteress with her seductive words.”  Alleluia! 

Translate here:  

Storing up the commands of God protects us from sex sin.  

Translate here:  

Do you believe yet that you are supposed to store up the commands of God? 

Translate here:  

Are you seeking first the kingdom of God and his righteousness? 

Translate here:  

Let’s try Proverbs chapter 10 verses 14 through 16.  

Translate here:  

“Wise men store up knowledge,…. 

Translate here:  

…..but the mouth of a fool invites ruin.”  Alleluia!  

Translate here:  

“The wealth of the rich is their fortified city,…. 

Translate here:  

…..but poverty is the ruin of the poor. 

Translate here:  

The wages of the righteous bring them life,… 

Translate here:  

….but the income of the wicked bring them punishment.” 

Translate here:  

Wise men store up knowledge.  Alleluia!  

Translate here:  

I pray that we have stored up a little knowledge today.  

Translate here:  

That has been our goal in this series of Learning to be Wise. 

Translate here:  

This is A PROVERB A DAY and this is Brother Stephen Keel.  

Translate here:  

I hope that you are encouraged to seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness in this day…. 

Translate here:  

…..and open the Bible up and feast on the word of God.  

Translate here:  

Memorize a verse.  

Translate here:  

Think about the commands of the Lord. 

Translate here:  

If you will do this, I am certain that you will have a wonderful eternity.  

Translate here:  

God bless you.

Translate here:   
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:      http://www.radioencuentro.com 
         Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

