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231 Tested Hearts – Monday

Translate here: 

Some subjects are so big and important…. 

Translate here: 

….that it doesn’t seem possible to really talk about them in 13 or 14 minutes,….

Translate here: 

….. but that is what I am going to try to do today. 

Translate here: 

This is one of those subjects.  

Translate here: 

It’s an introduction to God’s word regarding to our being tested, our being tried.  

Translate here: 

Now the reason that this is so big is because it is so real.  

Translate here: 

There are so many people that are being tested today.  

Translate here: 

Their faith is being tried today, and for some it’s an absolutely agonizing experience…..  

Translate here: 

…..and they feel like that they can not possibly survive.  

Translate here: 

But I pray that this short brief look at the word of God regarding the tests and trials…. 

Translate here: 

……will be received by us Christians as a blessing,….

Translate here: 

…..even those people who are in deep agony today. 

Translate here: 

And for the rest of us who are not experiencing that extreme testing,…. 

Translate here: 

……I pray that it be a foundation, that it be a groundwork,….. 

Translate here: 

…in that area in our lives that we would be established…..

Translate here: 

….. so that when the trials and testings come, you will be better able to withstand it.  

Translate here: 

Hear the word of the Lord from Proverbs chapter 17 verse 3.  

Translate here: 

It tells us that the ‘fining pot’ is for silver and the furnace for gold,…. 

Translate here: 

…..but the Lord tries the hearts.  

Translate here: 

The fining pot…. The other translations refer to it as the crucible or the refining pot.  

Translate here: 

The crucible or the fining pot is a pot where silver is placed to be heated up,….

Translate here: 

….to very high temperatures, so that the impurities might be removed.  

Translate here: 

The crucible for silver and the furnace for gold….. Alleluia!  

Translate here: 

God has a desire that gold be manifested in our lives.  Spiritual gold.  

Translate here: 

Job said that:  “He knows the way that I take, ….
Translate here: 

……and when he has tried me, I shall come forth as gold, precious gold.” 

Translate here: 

Job experienced the fire of God,… the furnace of God,… the crucible of God.  

Translate here: 

The New Living Testament makes it really clear to me, and it says:  

Translate here: 

 “Fire tests the purity of silver and gold, but the Lord tests the heart.”  

Translate here: 

The Lord tests the heart.  

Translate here: 

Now there are some people that don’t want to accept this concept.  

Translate here: 

They say that any test that comes to us, is the work of devil.  

Translate here: 

Oh, Satan did this and Satan did that,…. 

Translate here: 

….but if we read this scripture, we find out that the Lord tests our heart.  

Translate here: 

In Psalm 11 verse 5, it says, “He puts the righteous and the wicked to the test.”  

Translate here: 

Testing is designed to cause us to grow. 

Translate here: 

Testing gives us a clear opportunity to grow with God’s help. 

Translate here: 

We were talking at the prison the other night in our Bible study on clean and dirty spirits.  

Translate here: 

We were talking about a spirit of strength, and the question came up,…. 

Translate here: 

…..someone asked, well, how does this spirit of strength get turned on in our life?  

Translate here: 

We see people in the Bible who experienced a spirit of strength to come on them.  

Translate here: 

David was strong when he fought against Goliath, ….
Translate here: 

…….and you see the great strength of Samson as he battled against the Philistines.  

Translate here: 

It becomes very clear that the thing that causes strength to flow in our life is battle, difficulty, resistance.  

Translate here: 

It’s pointless or meaningless to exercise strength when there is no battle. 

Translate here: 

The very thing that turned on the spirit of strength in David’s life was the presence of the lion and the bear. 

Translate here: 

He said, “I’ll deal with this guy, Goliath, the giant warrior,….. 

Translate here: 

…..because as a youth I had these kinds of experiences.  

Translate here: 

A lion came upon me and the Lord gave me strength to overcome the lion.  

Translate here: 

A bear come upon me and the Lord gave me strength to overcome the bear.  

Translate here: 

God was testing David’s faithfulness…. and preparing him ultimately to fight Goliath,… 

Translate here: 

….and of course, Goliath was an early battle because David had many battles after that.  

Translate here: 

Every battle that he had, was a preparation for the next battle. 

Translate here: 

If we can see the difficulties in our lives in this light,…. 

Translate here: 

…..if we can see that this terror we are facing today is an opportunity for us to grow in faithfulness and spiritual strength,… 

Translate here: 

….then we don’t have to fear the trouble. 

Translate here: 

We don’t have to fear the difficulty.  

Translate here: 

We can say okay, Lord, it isn’t any fun.  I am not enjoying this,….. 

Translate here: 

…..but I am looking forward to how you are going to resolve this in me and through me.  

Translate here: 

I am standing fast waiting to see the salvation of the Lord. Alleluia.  

Translate here: 

I am looking for strength to be released, because that is what this is all about.  

Translate here: 

Fire tests the purity of silver and gold, but the Lord tests the heart.  

Translate here: 

In James chapter 1, verses 13 through 16, it says,….. 

Translate here: 

“And remember, no one who wants to do wrong should ever say God is tempting me.  

Translate here: 

God is never tempted to do wrong, and he never tempts anyone else either.”  

Translate here: 

Now this very verse is one of the verses that gets confused…. 
Translate here: 

….. whenever we start talking about the tests of God.

Translate here: 

  It’s true.  James wrote, “God does not tempt.” ….and He is not tempted 

Translate here: 

…..but there is a difference between being tempted of God and being tested by God,… 

Translate here: 

….but unfortunately some people have gotten this confused,…. 

Translate here: 

…..and they read this scripture, and they say well, God doesn’t tempt;…. 

Translate here: 

…..therefore, all of these problems that are in my life can’t possibly be from God.  

Translate here: 

It must be Satan.  Satan is in my life doing this and doing that. 

Translate here: 

Well we are going to look at some other scriptures,…. 

Translate here: 

…..showing that the Lord is the author of bad things. 

Translate here: 

He says in one place in Isaiah, “I create good; I create evil.”  

Translate here: 

And evil is released into people’s lives.  

Translate here: 

There is a difference, though, between being tempted of God and being tested by God.  

Translate here: 

When evil comes into our life by the permission of God, he is not tempting us.  

Translate here: 

He is trying us.  He is testing us.  

Translate here: 

He is revealing to us his strength in us,…. 

Translate here: 

…..because when we come through one of those battles,…. 

Translate here: 

…..when we come through one of those temptations,….. 

Translate here: 

…..we can say for a surety, God is in this place.  

Translate here: 

The Lord did this. The Lord is able to deliver me from anything. 

Translate here: 

How can you say the Lord is able to deliver you, if you have never been delivered? 

Translate here: 

And how can you ever be delivered, unless a trial comes your way.  

Translate here: 

James had been talking about this whole subject,…. 

Translate here: 

……because in verse 12 that precedes this one talking about God not tempting,…. 

Translate here: 

…..he says God blesses the people who patiently endure testing. 

Translate here: 

Afterwards they will receive a crown of life that God has promised to those who love him. 

Translate here: 

And then he goes on and says remember, no one who wants to do wrong, should ever say God is tempting me. 

Translate here: 

God is never tempted to do wrong, and he never tempts anyone else either.  

Translate here: 

So, you see, taking that scripture out of context is a problem. 

Translate here: 

If we are all the time blaming Satan for the problems in our lives, ….
Translate here: 

……we haven’t read all that James has said, because James says in verse 12,….. 

Translate here: 

…..“God blesses the people who patiently endure testing, 

Translate here: 

….and afterwards they receive a crown of life that God has promised to those who love him.”  

Translate here: 

It is interesting how the Lord tests people. 

Translate here: 

Let’s take a brief look at a king called Cyrus. 

Translate here: 

He was known as Cyrus the Great. 

Translate here: 

He was by all standards what we would call an astute politician.  

Translate here: 

He was not a Christian.  He was not a Jew.  

Translate here: 

He was just a very powerful ruler, …..
Translate here: 

…..and God sets up rulers and God tears down rulers,…. 

Translate here: 

….. and one of the things he did, was to let the people that he conquered worship their own Gods. 

Translate here: 

And he did this to win the hearts of the people. 

Translate here: 

He wanted to conquer, but he wanted to have the people that he conquered still follow him,….
Translate here: 

…..so he let them worship whoever it was that they wanted to worship. 

Translate here: 

Listen to the word of the Lord out of Isaiah 45. 

Translate here: 

It says, “This is what the word of Lord says to Cyrus…” 

Translate here: 

And then he calls him “his anointed one.”  

Translate here: 

Now mind you, Cyrus was not a Jew.  And he wasn’t a Christian,… 

Translate here: 

…..but he was, according to God, his anointed one whose right hand he will empower.  

Translate here: 

It says, “Before him, mighty kings will be paralyzed with fear.  

Translate here: 

Their fortress gates will be opened and never again shut against him.”  

Translate here: 

This is what the Lord says, “I will go before you Cyrus and level the mountains.  

Translate here: 

I will smash down gates of bronze and cut through bars of iron…”  

Translate here: 

You see, here is God talking to a warrior, telling him he is going to make him a successful warrior.
Translate here: 

And why have I called you to this work?” it says.  

Translate here: 

“It is for the sake of Jacob my servant, Israel, my chosen one.”  

Translate here: 

Basically what he did, is he sent Cyrus out to punish the people that were hurting God’s people.  

Translate here: 

Cyrus was the tool in the hand of God to bring correction to those people that had been hurting Jacob. 

Translate here: 

Now that is very interesting.  If God could use a non-Jew,…. 

Translate here: 

…..a non-Christian to hurt or to try or to test those people that were doing wrong,… 

Translate here: 

…..then why should we be surprised if there is somebody in our life. 

Translate here: 

Who is the Cyrus in your life today?  

Translate here: 

Is it a friend?  Is it is neighbor?  Is it a family member?  

Translate here: 

It would be well to find out.  

Translate here: 

I pray that you will remember this Proverb when you face a trial…..

Translate here: 

 …..“Fire tests the purity of silver and gold, but the Lord tests the heart.”    

Translate Here:      
This Brother Stephen Keel. God bless you and have a great eternity.

Translate here: 

A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate Here:         http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the World Wide Web at http://www.radioencounter.com

