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Translate here:  

The last time, the book of Proverbs led us to look at a scripture that is a big topic,…. 

Translate here:  

….and I believe that the Lord would have us plunder this subject a bit further….. 

Translate here:  

Proverbs 17:3 tells us that fire tests the purity of silver and gold…..

Translate here:  

….but the Lord tests the heart.  

Translate here:  

The Lord tests hearts the way fire proves the purity of silver and gold.  

Translate here:  

The King James Version tells us that the fining pot is for silver and the furnace for gold,.. 

Translate here:  

…..but the Lord tries the hearts.  

Translate here:  

Some people are confused regarding the subject of God testing hearts.  

Translate here:  

Now we know that God tests hearts in the scriptures.  It’s clear. 

Translate here:  

We saw the Lord testing Joseph when he was in prison.  

Translate here:  

We saw the Lord testing Samson in his relationship with the Philistines.  

Translate here:  

We know that God tests hearts, …. 

Translate here:  

…..but yet there is something in us that says that it isn’t fair…..

Translate here:  

And we don’t believe God does that, because as we looked yesterday at James,…. 

Translate here:  

…..we saw the scripture that says that God doesn’t tempt anyone,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and many people have misunderstood the scripture about God not tempting anyone.  

Translate here:  

In James chapter 1 verses 13 through 16, it says this:…. 

Translate here:  

“Remember, no one who wants to do wrong should ever say God has tempted me,….
Translate here:  

…..because God is never tempted to do wrong, and he never tempts anyone else either.”  

Translate here:  

Well, unfortunately too many people have read that scripture…. 

Translate here:  

…..and felt like God doesn’t have anything to do with anything that’s bad….. 

Translate here:  

…..or anything that’s frustrating or anything that’s difficult, 

Translate here:  

…..in spite of the fact that the verse right before it tells us in James chapter 1 verse 12, 

Translate here:  

….that God blesses the people who patiently endure testing, the testing of the Lord,… 

Translate here:  

…..a difficult thing, something that most of us would want to avoid.  

Translate here:  

But if we can understand God’s purpose in testing us,….. 

Translate here:  

……ultimately God’s purpose in testing us is to expose our weakness, and to reveal his strength.  

Translate here:  

When the test comes from God, and we fail miserably, as we often do,….. 

Translate here:  

……that’s a great advantage to us, because now we can clearly see….
Translate here:  

….that nothing in us is able, in our own strength, to be who Christ would have us be,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and it is Christ who is our all in all.  

Translate here:  

It’s Christ in me who is my only hope of glory.  

Translate here:  

It’s the power of the Lord that gives me victory and not my own power. 

Translate here:  

That is really good news. 

Translate here:  

Why would we want to rely on our own power…. 

Translate here:  

….when there is an exceedingly greater power working within us that never fails? Alleluia! 

Translate here:  

We fail.  But God never fails.  

Translate here:  

The last time also we looked at a man named Cyrus.  

Translate here:  

I am sure some of you still wonder why we even brought that up,….

Translate here:  

….and so I am going to discuss this further. 

Translate here:  

Cyrus was referred to as God’s anointed one. 

Translate here:  

He actually was an earthly king.  He was a warrior.  He was the leader of armies.  

Translate here:  

 He went out and defeated many nations.  

Translate here:  

He defeated nations that opposed the Lord.  

Translate here:  

The interesting thing about Cyrus is that he was not a Jew. 

Translate here:  

He was not a Christian. Christ had not lived yet.  

Translate here:  

It wasn’t possible to be a Christian yet.  

Translate here:  

And yet God called him his anointed one.  

Translate here:  

In the same chapter, where the Lord sends out Cyrus with a sword of vengeance, ….
Translate here:  

….and this is really where I wanted to get to, and didn’t quite get there the last time.  

Translate here:  

We find out something about the nature of God. 

Translate here:  

God is talking to Cyrus and he says, “And why have I called you for this work?”  

Translate here:  

Remember now it’s the work of a warrior to go about working judgment.  

Translate here:  

He said, “It is for the sake of Jacob my servant, Israel my chosen one.  

Translate here:  

I called you by name when you did not know me.”  

Translate here:  

He is speaking to Cyrus now, the one he uses to wreak havoc in other people’s lives. 

Translate here:  

The prophet Isaiah records God’s message to Cyrus, 

Translate here:  

…..so it is really not Isaiah speaking here; it is God himself speaking prophetically through Isaiah.  

Translate here:  

You might make a mental note to read all of Isaiah chapter 45,…. 
Translate here:  

…..because the contents are truly startling. 

Translate here:  

The contents of Isaiah 45 give us information that is often not considered. 

Translate here:  

But yet it is very clear information and startling information. 

Translate here:  

Hear the word of the Lord. “I am the Lord.  There is no other god. 

Translate here:  

I have prepared you even though you do not know me.”  

Translate here:  

He is speaking to Cyrus now,…. 

Translate here:  

…..telling him I have prepared you, even though you do not know me, ….
Translate here:  

…..“So all the world from east to west will know that there is no other god,….. 

Translate here:  

…..for I am the Lord and there is no other.”  

Translate here:  

Now listen carefully.  He says, “I am the one who creates the light and makes the darkness.  

Translate here:  

I am the One who sends good times and bad times. 

Translate here:  

I am the One who does these things.  

Translate here:  

Open up, O heavens, and pour out your righteousness. 

Translate here:  

Let the earth open wide, so salvation and righteousness can sprout up together.  

Translate here:  

I the Lord created them.”  

Translate here:  

We are going to continue reading here in Isaiah 45, but listen carefully.  

Translate here:  

He said, “I created the good times and I created the bad times. 

Translate here:  

I am the Lord who does these things.” 

Translate here:  

Let’s read on:  “Destruction is certain for those who argue with their Creator. 

Translate here:  

Does a clay pot ever argue with its maker? 

Translate here:  

Does the clay dispute with the one who shapes it,…

Translate here:  

…. saying, “Stop! You are doing it wrong”?  

Translate here:  

Does the pot exclaim, “How clumsy can you be?”  

Translate here:  

How terrible it would be if newborn babies said to their fathers and mothers, why was I born?  

Translate here:  

Why did you make me this way?  

Translate here:  

This is what the Lord, the Creator, the Holy One of Israel says.  

Translate here:  

“Do you question what I do?  Do you give me orders about the works of my hands?”  

Translate here:  

You see here, the Lord God, the one that creates good, the one that creates evil,… 

Translate here:  

……the one that sends good times, the one that sends bad times, is in charge.  

Translate here:  

He is the Lord.  Alleluia, and he tests the hearts of mankind.  

Translate here:  

He says, do you question what I do?  Now there are those who question what God does. 

Translate here:  

God sends a test and many say, Oh, that couldn’t be God.  

Translate here:  

They say, Oh, that must be Satan.  It must be Satan.  

Translate here:  

No, the Lord himself says that he creates good and he creates evil.  

Translate here:  

He sends good times and he sends bad times.
Translate here:  

Another example is found in II Chronicles 32:31 concerning Hezekiah who was an Israelite king.

Translate here:  

It says, God left him, speaking of Hezekiah, to try or test him,…. 
Translate here:  

….that he might know all that was in his heart.” 
Translate here:  

Whose heart was he talking about?  It was Hezekiah’s heart.

Translate here:  

God knows what is in his own heart, but we don’t know what’s in ours.

Translate here:  

 I believe this is the primary reason for testing….to learn what is in our heart.  
Translate here:  

For instance, when we face difficulty, do we complain and worry…..

Translate here:  

….or do we hope and wait patiently? 
Translate here:  

Here is where you need to work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, as it says in Phil. 2:12.

Translate here:  

So you see, God has a higher purpose when we face testings….

Translate here:  

….and it is not right to tell God what to do with us .  

Translate here:  

He says, “Do you give me orders about the works of my hands?  

Translate here:  

I am the one who made the earth and created people to live on it.  

Translate here:  

With my hands I stretched out the heavens.  

Translate here:  

All the millions of stars are at my command.  

Translate here:  

I will raise up Cyrus to fulfill my righteous purpose, and I will guide all his actions.  

Translate here:  

He will restore my city and free my captive people and not for a reward.  

Translate here:  

I the Lord Almighty have spoken.”  There you see it.  

Translate here:  

It brings us back to this man Cyrus. Remember Cyrus was a warrior.  

Translate here:  

Cyrus was going about literally killing people, bringing about destruction through warfare,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and the Lord says that he was his anointed one. 

Translate here:  

The Lord says I have raised him up for just this task.  

Translate here:  

I wonder who the Cyrus is in your life today?  

Translate here:  

What is in your life that needs to be destroyed that God in his graciousness is going to destroy 

Translate here:  

by sending someone who is violent to carve it out of your life.  

Translate here:  

Not all violence comes from Satan.  

Translate here:
Jesus was tested by Satan on the mountain, to worship him,….

Translate here:

….but Jesus was appointed to bear the cross from the hand of God.  
Translate here:

He asked his heavenly Father to remove it, if possible,….
Translate here:

…but God had a better plan to open up the opportunity of salvation to the world. 
Translate here:

We have our own cross to bear, appointed from God,…..

Translate here:

….but he told us to take his burden which is light.

Translate here:  

What has happened to you recently?  

Translate here:  

What test has occurred where it truly seemed like a calamity… 

Translate here:  

….and you can’t possibly believe that it came from God?  

Translate here:  

Very possibly it did come from God,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and very possibly it came from God for the specific purpose of correcting you 

Translate here:  

You can get the victory over it.  You can pass the test.  

Translate here:  

With Christ, you can do all things through him who strengthens you. 

Translate here:  

With Jesus on your side, you can withstand anything!  

Translate here:  

Alleluia, that’s good news. 

Translate here:  

We have the strength of God to bring us through the difficulty.  

Translate here:  

We have the strength of God to bring us through the test.  

Translate here:  

We have spent time on this because we need to recognize that some of the bad times do come from God.  

Translate here:  

They are to purge out the unbelief in our lives…. 

Translate here:  

….and to reveal God’s strength in us.  

Translate here:  

I pray this lesson has brought you insight and comfort today
Translate here:
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate Here:      
God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate Here:      
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate Here:         http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the World Wide Web at http://www.radioencounter.com

